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HINDOSTAN.

.

THE DECCAN (DACSHINA))

Tuis term, ‘which is of Sanscrit origin, means the south and was formerly
applied by Hindoo geographers, to the whole of the countries which are sitnated
to the south of the river Nerbudda, but the fixed possessions of the Mahommedans
having, for many centuries after their invasion of the Deccan, extended no fur-
ther south than the river Krishna, the name of Deccan came to signify in Hin-
dostan, the countries situated between those two rivers only; and such is the
popular acceptation of its southern boundary at the present day. The territo-
ries to the south of the Krishna and Toombuddra may be described as India
south of the Krishna ; for though along with the Deccan it has been improperly
termed a peninsula, an equal-sided triangle much more resembles their figure.
When Auréngzebe in 1690 had completed the conquest of what was then called
the Deccan, it was sub-divided into six Soubahs or Viceroyalties, viz

1. Khandesh, the capital, Boorhanpoor.

2. Aurungabad, or Ahmednuggur, recently the capital of the Nizam Shahee
dynasty.

3. Beeder, or Kalbergah, the ancient capital of the Bhamenee Sultans.

4. Hyderabad including Nandere, the seat of the late Golconda or Cuttub
Shahee dynasty.

5. Bejapoor, the capital of the Adil Shahee dynasty.

6. The province of Berar, the limits of which were quite undefined, and
extended eastward towards Gundwana and Orissa, neither of which provinces
were included by name in the Mogul Deccan, although situated within its geogra-
phical limits.

7. The Hindoo and nearly unexplored province of Gundwana.

8. Orissa on the margin of the bay of Bengal.
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2 THE DECCAN.

In these extensive regions the chief part of the population is still Hindoo,
especially of the provinces that were under the Maharatta governments. There
is a considerable Mahommedan population in the countries subject to the Nizam;
but those who are cultivators have nearly adopted all the manners and customs
of the Hindoos. Not only the principal towns and cities, but many of the larger
description of villages are abundantly supplied with European manufactures of
every sort, such as the natives require. They are provided with these by a race
of men who purchase the commodities at Bombay, and retail them all over the
Deccan. The articles generally consist of woollens, English chintzes, knives, '
scissors, razors, spectacles, looking-glasses, small prints, and different sorts of
hardware; but the great mass of the people have not the means, if they had
the inclination, to purchase any considerable quantity of European goods. Any
surplus that remains after the immediate supply of their necessities is always
expended in their festivals, marriages, and religious ceremonies.

The Deccan is mentioned by the author of the Circumnavigation of the Ery-
threan Sea, as one of the divisions of the Indian continent. His words are,
‘“ From Barygaza (supposed to be Broach or Bhrigu-gosha) the eontinent
stretches to the south; hence that district is named Dachinabades, for in the
language of the country the south is called Dachanos.” '

The first independent sovereign of the Deccan was Sultan Alla ud Deen
Hossein Kangoh Bhamenee, A. D. 1337, whose capital was Kalbergah. He
died A. D. 1357, and was succeeded by

Mahommed Shah Bhamenee, who died in 1374. This sovereign was the first
Mahommedan prince on record, who employed a train of artillery in the Deccany
wars, worked by Turks and Europeans.

Mujahid Shah Bhamenee, assassinated in 1377. This monarch penetrated to
Ramisseram in the straits of Ceylon, but did not retain permanent possession
of the country he had overrun.

Daoud Shah Bhamenee, assassinated in 1378.

Mahmood Bhamenee died a natural death in 1396.

Gheas ud Deen Bhamenee, dethroned and blinded in 1396.

Shums-ud Deen Bhamenee, dethroned and blinded in 1396.

Feroze Roze Afzoon Bhamenee, dethroned by his brother who succeeded him
in 1422,

Ahmed ShahWallee Bhamenee died 1434. ’

Allah ud Deen, the second, died 1457.

Humayoon Shah Bhamenee died in 1460.

Nizam Shah Bhamenee died in 1462.

Mahommed Shah Bhamenee died-in 1482.
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Mahmood Shah Bhamenee died in 1518, in confinement, and with him termi-
nated the Bhamenee dynasty of the Deccan, although several other pageant
monarchs of that family were successively placed on the throne. On the disso-
lution of this once powerful empire, the Deccan was subdivided into the follow-
ing kingdoms, which will be found described under their respectlve heads

1. The Bejapoor, or Adil Shahee.

2. The Golconda, or Cuttub Shahee.

3. The Berar, or Ommaud Shahee.

4 The Ahmednuggur, or Nizam Shahee.

5. The Beeder, or Bereed Shahee.

Aurengzebe, while viceroy of the Deccan under his father, Shah Jehan,
greatly curtailed the territories of the remaining Patan princes in that region,
and after he ascended the throne, he subdued the whole. Just at the same time
his wars with the Maharattas, then springing into notice, commenced, and gave
him full occupation for the rest of his life. His perseverance was so great,
that towards the conclusion of his reign, having taken most of the Maharatta
fortresses, they were left without any resource but plunder; yet their numbers
continaed to increase. Many of the powerful and disaffected zemindars joined
them, so that their predatory forces were estimated at 100,000 horse. At the
same time, in spite of Aurengzebe’s vigilance and habits of business, the Mogul
army began to fall off both in spirit and discipline. The imperial nobility, de~
prived of the revenue of their jaghires by the Maharatta devastations, had
recourse to false musters, and did not keep up half their cofaplement of men
and horses. Owing to this, detachments could not be dispersed.in pursuit of
the marauders, and the grand army being constantly employed in sieges, left
the Maharattas at liberty to plunder without molestation. By their incessant
activity, they stopped every communication of supply to the imperial camp,
where numbers perished by famine ; they even offered up mock prayers for the
long life of Aurengzebe, whose system of warfare so highly favoured their de-
predations. In addition to this, the imperial troops were tired out with a
constant campaign of above 20 years, and grew disgusted with their employ-
ment, and remiss in their duty. Such was the state of the Deccany provinces
towards the conclusion of the long and able reign of Aurengzebe, and from this
detail the difficulties of his successors may be anticipated. It is asserted by
Mahommedan authors, that Zulficar Khan, one of Aurengzebe’s best.generals,
during six months, had 19 actions with the Maharattas, and pursued them from
place to place above 6000 miles, in marches and counter marches. In the year
1717, Nizam ul Muluck, obtained possession of what remained of the Mogul
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4 THE DECCAN.

conquests in the Deccan, which, from that period, virtua]lj ceased to form a
part of the Delhi empire.
The principal modern subdivions of the Deccan, are the following, each of

which will be described separately :—
1. Gundwana 6. Beeder
2. Orissa 7. Hyderabad
3. The Northern Circars 8. Aurungabad
4. Khandesh 9. Bejapoor
5. Berar’

The rivers of the Deccan are too impetuous for navigation when they are
swollen by periodical rains, and in the hot season too shallow, except near their
junction with the sea, which is invariably obstructed by sand banks. Under
these circumstances, the transportation of grain from one place to another be-
came at an early period an occupation of considerable importance, the roads
being nearly as impassable for wheel carriages, as the rivers were for boats.
The whole of this great interchange has in consequence been always transported
on bullocks, the property of a class of people named Bunjaries, not aboriginal
natives .of the country, but mostly emigrants from Rajpootana. The Rha-
tores, Burteah, Chowhan, and Powar, are the four principal tribes. In 1813,
the Rbatores were sppposed to possess 90,000 head of cattle, and occupied a
line of country between the heads of the river Wurda, in Gundwana, through
Nirmul, Hyderabad, Kurnool, and Cuddapah, down to the confines of Mysore,
and as far as the“coasts of Concan. The Burteahs ranged ‘the whole country
lying along the eastern coast, south of Cicacole to Nelloor, and were supposed
to possess 80,000 head of cattle. The Chowhan ranged south of Nelloor, in
~ the Carnatic and Mysore ; the Powar, who are the least considerable, about
Orissa and Gundwana, bringing salt and merchandize from the sea coast, and
returning with grain. They were supposed to possess about 12,000 bullocks.
Within the Deecan there are another race, named Mooltanies, whose erratic
habits are similar, but who are of the Mahommedan religion, and, according to
their own. story, the descendants of emigrants who fled the province of Mool-
tan, when Hindostan was invaded by Nadir Shah, in 1739. In Aurungabad,
they muster about 5000 bullocks, and some few are dispersed about Hyderabad,
where they follow the occupations of gold finding, and the manufacturing of
ice for the mobility.—(Scott, Sydenham, Wilks, Ferishta, Briggs, &c. &f )




THE PROVINCE OF GUNDWANA.

A rarGE province of the Deccan, extending from the 18th to the 25th degree
of north latitude. On the north it is bounded by Allahabad and Bahar; on
the south, by Berar, Hyderabad, and Orissa; to the east it has Bahar and
Orissa, and to the west Allahabad, Malwah, Khandesh, Berar, and Hyderabad.
In length it may be estimated at 400 miles, by 280 the average breadth. Gund-
wana, in its most extensive signification, comprehends all that portion of India
surrounded by the soubahs above mentioned, which remained unconquered up
to the reign of Aurengzebe ; but Gundwana Proper, or the country of the Gonds,
is more strictly limited to the districts of Gurrah, Mundlah, Mehkoor, Kheirlah,
Nagpoor, Choteesghur or Ruttunpoor, Deogur, and Chandah, stretching south
along the east side of the Wurda and Godavery to within 100 miles of the
mouth of the river last mentioned. Within the above space, intervening be-
tween Bengal, Orissa, and Nagpoor, are a vast number of petty rajaships,
which, although partly tributary to the Nagpoor Raja, or #o the British govern-
ment, have hitherto been in a manner politically independent, and unconnected
with each other. These are all wild and woody countries, affording little or no
revenue or supplies, being in reality of no political importance further than as
presenting a strong frontier to Bengal and Orissa, for being rugged and moun-
tainous, and overrun with thick jungle, no army of any considerable number
or equipment could penetrate through them. The principal modern territorial
subdivisions, commencing at the northern extremity, are the following, viz:—

1 Chandail, 9 Sirgooja, 17 Mundlah,
2 Boghela, 10 Odeypoor, 18 Gurrah,
. 3 Billounja, . 11 Koorba, 19 Mehkoor,
4 Singrowla, 12 Jushpoor, 20 Kheirlah,
5 Raja Chohans, 13 Gangpoor, 21 Gundwana Proper,
6 Manwas, 14 Sumbhulpoor, 22 Nagpoor,
7 Canroody, 15 Sohnpoor, 23 Chandah, and
8 Sohagepoor, 16 Choteesghur, . 24 Bustar.

South of which, to the Badrachellum pagoda, there is an unexplored tract.
Daring the reign of Aurengzebe, the northern part of this prevince, named
Baundhoo or Bhatta, was partially conquered by his generals, and annexed to
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the soubah of Allahabad; but they never made any impression on the southern
quarter, which remained unsubdued until about the middle of the 18th century,
when Ragojee Bhoonsla of Nagpoor reduced or rendered tributary the great-
est proportion of it, ‘and confined the independent Gonds within very narrow
limits. By the Mahommedans the large district of Choteesghur is sometimes
named Jeharcund, but this appellation properly applies to the greater part of
Gundwana. '

This province contains the sources of the Nerbudda and Sone, and is bounded
by the Wurda and Godavery, but it is on the whole extremely ill watered ;
the Mahanuddy, Caroon, Hatsoo, and Silair, being the only streams of any con-

sequence by which it is intersected, and none of these are navigable within its
limits, ' : ‘

A large proportion of this province is mountainous, poor, ill watered, un-
'healthy, covered with jungle, and thinly inhabited ; and to its poverty and evil
qualities its long independence may be attributed. The more fertile tracts were
subdued at an early period by the Bhoonsla Maharattas, who claimed as para- -
mount over the whole; but their sway in many parts was little more than
nominal, and the tribuite could only be realized by the presence of an army.
During the war of 1818, considerable benefit was derived from the rebellion of
the hill tribes occupying the passes in the Nagpoor territories, who indeed had
been hitherto restrained by the apprehension of the co-operation of the British
troops against them. A continued chain of hills, but of no great elevation,
extends from the southern frontier of Bengal, almost to the Godavery, and
formerly separated the eastern from the western portion of the Nagpoor do-
minions. The inhabitants of this tract are mostly Kurns or Carnas, and are
under the government of their respective chiefs. In 1818, one of the principal
was the Raja of Boorasumber (Boodah Sumbah), a place situated at one of the
principal passes said to be by one road 125 coss, and by another only 60, east of
Nagpoor. Bhurpylee is another principal pass, said to be 17 coss north of
Boorasumber, and in the same range of hills. These two are the chief passes
leading into Bahar and Midnapoor; and all the smaller passes are under the in-
fluence of different petty chiefs, who levy, or attempt to levy, duty on such
merchandize as is transported by their routes. Sumbhulpoor being situated to
east of these barriers, its communication with Nagpoor can be easily interrupted.

The country occupied by the native Gonds remains for the most part a prime-
val wilderness, its human inhabitants being scarcely superior to the beasts with
which they live intermixed. A great majority of this miserable tribe exist
nearly in a state of nature, and are probably the lowest in the scale of civiliza-
tion of all the natives of India, Having been driven by their invaders from the
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‘plains to the unwholesome fastnesses of the more elevated regions, they fre-
quently descend during the harvest ta the low lands, and plunder the produce
of their ancient inheritance. In the course of the last half century, the increas-
ing appetite of the wild Gonds for salt and sugar, has tended more to promote
their civilization than any other circumstance. The sea air is said to be as fatal
to their temperament, as that of the hill to the inhabitants of the adjacent plains.
The Gonds are Hindoos of the Brahminical sect, that sacred tribe having conde-
scended to officiate as spiritual diréctors to some of their chiefs, but they retain
many of their impure customs, and abstain from no flesh except that of the ox,
cow, and bull. One of their chiefs, who resided at Deoghur, 40 miles north
from Pandooma, was conquered by a general of Aurengzebe’s and carried pri-
soner to Delhi, where he had his lands returned to him on embracing the Ma-

- hommedan faith, and also the title of Boorahan Shah. His descendants were
subdued by the Bhoonsla Maharattas, and carried prisoners to Nagpoor, yet
although they still continue Mahommedans, the other Gond chiefs esteem it
an honour to be connected by marriage with the family. Besides these chiefs,
Aurengzebe, who, like Tippoo, was a great converter, made forcibly many pro-
selytes among the lower classes. In more recent times, the Gond tribes have
been all rendered tributary to the Nagpoor Maharattas, but the realizing of their
revenue, almost always required the presence of a detachment, which, in fact,
cost more than the trifling sums exacted from the Gonds, who, when not occu-
pied in this manner, were generally engaged in predatory hostilities against each
other. Nagpoor is the modern capital of Gundwana, the ancient ones were
Gurrah, Mundlah, and Deoghur, but there are no vestiges indicative that the
province at any era flourished as a civilized or highly cultivated country. Since
the defection of Appa Saheb, the ex Raja of Nagpoor, a large proportion of the

province has been transferred to the British government; but the time elapsed

has been so short, that little statistical information has been as yet collected.—

(J. Grant, Leckie, Capt. Blunt, Col. Colebrooke, &c. &c. &c¢.)

NAGPOOR ( Nagapura, the town of serpents).

A large town in the Gundwana province, the capital of the Bhoonsla Maharatta
dynasty. Lat.21°9 N. long. 79° 11"E. It has been generally supposed that
Nagpoor is the capital of Berar, but that is a mistake, the inhabitants considering
Berar as an adjoining province, the capital of which is Ellichpoor.

This capital of the eastern Maharattas is a city of modern date, and though
very extensive and populous, is meanly built, the streets being narrow and filthy,
and the houses covered with tiles. When the first Ragojee Bhoonsla fixed here
the seat of government, it was an insignificant village, which he surrouded with
a rampart, but it still cannot be described as a regularly fortified town. It stands
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on a fine high plain, which is fertile and well cultivated, and bounded by hills of
a moderate height to the north-west and south. The Nag Nuddy, a rivulet run-
ning to the southward, communicates the name of the town. The general ap-
pearance of the country to the north is that of a forest, with villages and small
towns thinly scattered overit. At present the city is surrounded by an imper-
fect wall three miles in circumference, with round towers at certain distances.
About 300 yards from the western gate, within the walls, stands the fort, a place
of considerable strength, in which are the Raja’s palaces and other stone build-
ings, sufficiently strong to require a battering train for their reduction, together
with experienced sappers and miners. The British residency lies to the west of
the city, and is separated from it by a small ridge running north and south,
having two hills at its extremities, called the Seetabaldee hills, about 300 yards
apart, and elevated about 100 feet above the level of the country. The stone for
building the walls of the city and palace was brought from these hills, which
circumstance tended to strengthen the British position during the action fought
there. The Jumma tank extends the whole way from the residency to the city,
and is about three-quarters of a mile long, by 400 yards broad. The suburbs are
of great extent; indeed, including the city, above seven miles in circumference,
and the population of the whole has been estimated at 100,000 persons.

In 1740, the Mogul province of Berar formed a part of the dominions of Ram
Raja, the fourth in descent from Sevajee, when' it was assigned to Ragojee
Bhoonsla, the bukshy or commander in chief of the forces, for the payment of
his army ; but it does not appear that he ever considered himself independent
of the Satarah state. He was succeeded by his son Janojee, who died A. D.
1772. His successor, after many contests with the different members. of his
family, was his nephew Ragojee Bhoonsla the Second, under the regency of his
father Moodajee. In the succession to this throne, it seems to have been admitted
that the reigning prince had the right to nominate his successor, even to the ex-
clusion of the legitimate heir, but in practice, the latter, unless universally dis-
liked, would almost always prevail. The legitimate heir in any given case is
always the nearest relation in the male line, the female line being considered as
totally removed from any pretensions to the succession, unless by adoption into
the name and family of the reigning prince. The Nagpoor Raja does not ap-
pear ever to have considered himself subordinate to the Peshwa, on the con-
trary, on occasions of meeting, the Raja, in consequence of his relation to the
family of Sevajee, was treated as a superior in rank; and in the capacity of first
constituent member of the empire, claimed the right of sending to the Peshwa
adress of honour, on his accession to that office. This system has been con-
tinued to the present time, the Nagpoor Raja still maintaining his pretensions to
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be Raja of Satarah, which claims, however, have never been admitted by the
Peshwa.

For a long series of years it was the policy of this state to interfere as little as .
possible with the concerns of the -neighbouring potentates, and for a long time
its internal dissensions furnished its sovereigns with sufficient occupation. The
territories over which they ostensibly reigned, being of great extent, wild, and
desolate, presented many obstacles and few attractions to the cupidity of their
neighbours ; they in consequence remained for many years exempt from external
warfare. At length, in 1803, Ragojee Bhoonsla, in an evil hour, was induced to
depart from this system of neutrality, and joined Dowlet Row Sindia in a con-
federacy against the British government. The signal defeats they sustained from
General Wellesley at Assye and Argaum, soon compelled the former to sue most

“earnestly for peace, which was granted on the 17th December, 1803, when a

treaty of peace was concluded, which involved large cessions of the Nagpoor
dominions, and shook the state to its basis. By the conditions of this treaty,
the province of Cuttack, including the pergunnah and port of Balasore, were
ceded to the British government, while the Nizam received all the territory of
which he collected the revenue In conjunction with the Nagpoor Raja, whose
western frontier was in consequence defined by the river Wurda, from whence
it issues from the Injardy hills, to its junction with the Godavery. The hills on
which the forts of Gawelghur and Nernallah stand, with a contiguous district of

_four lacks, were allowed to remain with the Raja, who agreed to refer any dis-

putes he might have with the Nizam to the arbitration of the British government.

Ragojee Bhoonsla continued to reign over his remaining territories, the, re-
sources of which were progressively diminishing, and his danger from the impend-
ing hordes of Pindaries augmenting. In 1808, the Bengal government had a plan
in agitation for the protection of the Nagpoor dominions, and the eastern portion
of Berar, by a joint system of operations to be undertaken by the Hyderabad
and Nagpoor governments, but to get these infatuated states to act rationally, or
in concert, was found impracticable. The Nagpoor Raja’s views were at that
time bent on the conquest of Bopaul, for the attainment of which every nerve
was strained, while the protection of his own country against the attacks of the
Pindaries, who fired the capital, was wholly neglected. Under these circum-
stances the irruption of Meer Khan, in 1809, would have terminated the political
existence of this dynasty, had not the British government interposed to prevent
it, by a simultaneous movement from Hindostan and the Deccan, on which occa-
sion a Bengal and Madras army met for the first time to the north of the
Nerbudda.

YoL. I1. c
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While thus indifferent about his external relations, Ragojee was busily em-
ployed within, in the amassing of treasure, which was principally effected through
the agency of a person named Dhermajee, who for many years had charge of that
portion of his territory, including the city of Nagpoor, which the Raja retained
under his own management, and also of his highness’s private trade, which was
very extensive in almost every branch. Exclusive of these resources, this indivi-
dual conducted the open and authorized robberies, committed in every shape on
the property of subjects and strangers, which were latterly carried on to an ex-
traordinary excess. With these facilities Dhermajee amassed about a crore of
rupees, ostensibly his own property, but it is difficult to suppose that a prince, so
sharp-sighted in money matters, would have permitted such an accumulation,
and it was in consequence suspected that his highness covered many of his own
depredations under his minister’s name. The result of such a nefarious system
was experienced in 1817, at which period the Raja’s subjects, along the banks
of the Nerbudda, were found fully as averse to the restoration of tranquillity as
the Pindaries were, and the Raja’s own troops more refractory than either.
When a plundering party from the north crossed the Nerbudda to make an incur-
sion into the British territories, it was immediately joined by many of the inha-
bitants, so that as the banditti proceeded south their numbers increased.

Ragojee Bhoonsla died on the 22d March, 1816, when his son and legitimate
successor Raja Persojee Bhoonsla was placed on the throne. The blindness and
notorious imbecility of this prince, owing to paralytic affections, placed the
struggle for power between Appa Saheb, the late Raja’s nephew, and a party
headed by Buka Bhye, one of his wives, in conjunction with Dhermajee the trea-

surer already mentioned. Appa Saheb sensible of the powerful means possessed’

by his opponents, from the beginning eagerly sought the support of a British
connexion, and made overtures accordingly to Mr. Jenkins the resident. After
some negociation Appa Saheb having made secret arrangements, seized the
person of Dhermajee, and was installed. regent under Persojee, who evinced
some alaerity in extorting the wealth they had accumulated from the treasurer
and his adherents. Appa Saheb after this success continued as urgently as before
to-solicit the alliance of the British government, and in 18186, a treaty for the
maintenanee of a subsidiary force and contingent was in consequence arranged
in the most amicable manner. The resources of the Nagpoor state were then
estimated at 60, or, including the regent’s revenue, at 70 lacks of rupees per
anmmem. Soeon afterwards Persojee, the blind and paralytic Raja, died (as was
then supposed), when his wife Casi. Bhye ascended the funeral pile and burned
along with the body. But after Appa Saheb’s deposition, when access was
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obtained to the females and servants of the interior, it was positively ascertained,
that Persojee had been strangled on the morning of the 1st February, 1817, hav-
ing previously refused poison because it was bitter.

Appa Saheb was immediately proclaimed by the name of Moadajee Bhoonsla;
‘but it was soon discovered that while exhausting himself in selemn protestations
of devoted friendship to the British, he was actively engaged in all the intrigues
of the Peshwa, and meditated at attempt against the life of the resident from the
British government accredited at his court. In prosecution of this treachery his
army, estimated at 10,000 infantry, (of whom from 3 to 4000 were Arabs,) and
an equal number of harse, on the 26th November, 1817, attacked the British
detachment under Colonel Scott, consisting of 1350 men, then encamped on the
Seetabaldee hills. A most trying contest ensued which was closed about noon
of the 27th Noyvember, having lasted without intermission 18 hours, the result
proving the insignificance of numerical superiority against discipline and valour.
The British loss was 333 killed and wounded, including four officers, Capt.
Badler, Lieut. Grant, Lieut. Clarke, and Dr. Niven, killed ; and Captains Charles-
-worth, Lloyd, Pew, and Lieutenants Thullier, Bayley, and Cornets Smith and
Hearsay, wounded. In addition to these, Mr. Sotheby, an accomplished and
mentorious civil servant, the resident’s first assistant, who was killed in the act
of rallying and encouraging the escort at the most dangerous crisis. Finding
his villanous efforts ineffectual, Appa Saheb’s courage, of which he had no large
stock, failed him, and he sued for peace, which was granted, and continued to
-him until he was detected in a new conspiracy, when the instinctive principle of
self-preservation demanded his removal from the throne. His army, however,
#till continuing to resist and to defend the batteries, they were attacked, and
after considerable loss, compelled to capitulate by the forces under General
Doveton. In this manner the military operations against the Nagpoor state were
brought to a termination, in little more than a month from the date of the Raja’s
defection. : .

After the experienced treachery of Appa Saheb, it was determined to exercise
a complete controul over him and his territory, and certain tracts equal to 24

"lacks of revenue, north and south of the Nerbudda, were appropriated in lieu of
the subsidiary force. These consisted of Mooltaye, Alner, Pawlee, Saoleeghur,
Maisdee, Baitool, Masood, Mundlah, Seonee, Choopara, Akote, &c. Chouraghur,
Jubbulpoor and Putun, to the south of the Nerbudda; and Sumbhulpoor, So-
hagepoor, Sirgoojah and Jushpoor to the north. Before the end of January, 1818,
with the exception of the forts of Chouraghur and Mundela, the whole had been
brought under subjection, and furnished considerable resources for existing exi-
gencies. As yet but little is known of these territories. The district .of Seonee

c2 '
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.Chupparah extends on the Jubbulpoor road to within 30 or 40 miles of Nagpoor,
and gives the possessor the complete command of the imost difficult parts, and
connected with Mundlah and other tracts ceded on the line of the Nerbudda,
is very capable of improvement and cultivation. At the other extremity ad-
joining Hosseinabad, the districts of Saooleeghur, Baitool, Mooltaye, and Mais-
dee, connect the tracts on the Nerbudda with Gawelghur and Berar, and give
the command of the ghauts on the road from Nagpoor to Hosseinabad. They
also complete the separation of the Nagpoor Raja’s reserved territories from
those of Sindia, and under good management may be expected to yield an
adequate revenue. The intermediate country between these two extremities
is for the most part extremely mountainous, and possessed by the Gonds. The
country remaining to the Raja after these cessions was calculated to yield a
revenue of 42 lacks, but the Nagpoor ministers did not expect to realize meore
than 35 lacks.

The European reader will scarcely believe, that after submitting to"be re-
instated on the throne of Nagpoor by the hands of the British resident, Appa
Saheb should instantaneously commence a new series of intrigues for the over-
throw of the British power. With this intention he not only agreed with great
apparent willingness to all the terms proposed ; but even proffered more than
was asked. Without occupying too much space, it would be impossible -to
narrate the complication of plots through which he attempted to connect his
. hostile machinations with those of the Peshwa. Strong suspicion had been
originally excited by the discovery, that instead of bringing his treasures back
to Nagpoor along with the females of his family, he had secretly issued orders
to have the greater part carried to Chanda and other fortresses. For many
years past the British diplomatists have been much practised in the develope-
ment of similar mysteries, which, although arranged with much apparent sub-
tlety, are easily detected, and generally through the intervention of the native
agents employed to carry them on. A profusion of doeuments, directly impli-
cating the Raja, being obtained, Mr. Jenkins resolved to anticipate the danger
by placing him under close arrest, which was accordingly effected without its
being necessary to enter the apartments reserved for the women. Nagoo Punt
and Ram Chunder Wagh, the two chief ministers, were also confined, and spon-
taneously confessed the multiplicity of intrigues going on; the circumstances
attending the murder of Raja Persojee were also then for the first time
disclosed. '

All future confidence in Appa Saheb being utterly hopeless, he was with his
two ministers dispatched for Allahabad on the 3d of May, 1818. On the 12th
of that month he arrived at Rychore, one day’s march from Jubbulpoor, where
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he effected his escape. Before long it was ascertained, that he had fled in the
first instance to Heraee, about 40 miles S. W. of Rychore, and thende to the
Mahadeo hills, where he was harboured and concealed by the Gonds, and more
especially by a chief of considerable influence, named Chyne Sah. By the
close of the rains he managed to collect a few followers round his standard from
the dispersed army of Bajerow, and the Arabs exPelled from Khandesh. Thus
reinforced he has ever since given considerable trouble, nor was the insurrection
in his favour up to the latest date thoroughly subdued, although large rewards
had been offered for his apprehension. Indeed no country was ever better
adapted for a desultory warfare, the whole being a continued succession of
mountains, ravines, rivers, and jungles, and experience has proved how easily,
under such circumstances, a harrassing contest may be prolonged.

The extensive sacrifices that had been demanded of Appa Saheb on ‘his re-
-storatlon, had left the Nagpoor state little more than half of its prior possessions,
while the British controul in the internal management of the remainder was
specially authorized. After the treacherous defection of the ex-Raja, and his
subsequent reinstalment, no new conditions were exacted, and his escape after-
wards made no alterations in the designs of the British government. On the
25th of June, 1818, the grandson of the late Ragojee Bhoonsla was placed on
the throne, and assumed the title of Ragojee the Third. Bucka Bhye, the
widow of his grandfather, was appointed regent, and Narrain Pundit prime
minister; but for.the present British officers are directly employed, under the
supervision of Mr. Jenkins, in the principal departments of the state.’ ‘The
Nagpoor contingent has been fixed at two battalions of foot and 3000 horse,
commanded by British officers; the infantry clothed and disciplined like regular
sepoys, and in this manner has the Bhoonsla branch of the Maharatta empire
been reduced to a condition little superior to that of the revived Rajas of Satarah.

Travelling distance from Hyderabad 321 miles; from Oojein 340 ; from Poona
486 ; from Delhi 631 ; from Madras 673 ; from Calcutta 733 ; and from Bombay
577 miles.— (Prinsep, Jenkins, Public MS. Documcnts, The Marquis of Hastings,
Leckie, Rennell, Fitzclarence, &c. &c. &c.)

Baum Gunca, or Wainy River (Vana Ganga, the arrow Gange.s') —This
river rises in Choteesghur, and receives all the streams that have their sources
on the S.W. side of the hills which separate the champaign country of Cho-
teesghur from Berar. Its course has never been completely traced, but it is
supposed to join the Inderowty (Indravatl) river, which flows into the Godavery
near Badrachellum.

Cuunparr (Chandala).—A small district in the province of Gundwana
bounded on the north by the Sone river, and formerly separated from the British
district of Chunar by the river Boker. The natives of this country call them.
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selves Chundails, and are a tribe of Rajpoots, the usual residence of whose Raja,
in 1794, was at Rajeghur, 20 miles W. of Beedjeeghur. The country became
tributary to the Rajas of Benares in the days of Bulwunt Singh, who conquered
it; for it had never been thoroughly subdued by the Moguls, although formally
annexed to the soubah of Allahabad by Aurengzebe. This territory is very
thinly inhabited, and in many parts a complete wilderness. The road south
from the British dominions is over 2 number of small hills, with scarcely the
vestige of a habitation, there being few permanent villages, the inhabitants
making a practice of changing their sites very frequently. The natives of these
hills are named Karwar, and are a very savage tribe, divided into many sects,
acknowledging allegiance to a vassal of the Burdee Raja, who resides at
Buddery.—(J. B. Blunt, &c.)

BurpEE.—This town stands on the south bank of the Sone river, which is
here a very diminutive stream, 38 miles south from the city of Mirzapoor.
Lat. 24° 36" N. long. 82° 27 E. The fort of Burdee is of stone, and is placed
on 2 high abrupt hill washed by the Goput. There is another small fort not
far off, named Bhoparee, which is 300 feet long by 150 broad, with a bastion at
each corner, and a parapet 10 feet thick and six high, but all these works are
commanded by the range of hills under which they are situated.

For some years prior to 1815, the frontier villages in the erzapoor district
had been undisturbed by predatory inroads from the Burdee country; in that
year the renewal of these outrages, the repairing of the fortifications of Bhoparee,
and ‘the course of conduct pursued by the Raja and Surnam Singh, compelled
the British government to adopt measures for coercing their malpractices and
demolishing their fortifications, which objects were attained by negotiation
without the necessity of resorting to military operations. On this occasion it
was ascertained, that although no force resembling a standing army existed in
Chundail, yet it was in the power of these leaders to collect above 10,000 men,
able, and perhaps willing, to appear in arms, the lands being generally let on a
tenure which bound the holder, when required, to assist his superior in ‘his own
person and accompanied by his dependants. The Burdee Raja’s territories are
intermixed with those of the British government, and are in some parts to-
lerably cultivated, but in the vicinity of Burdee the surrounding country has
a very desolate aspect.—(" Public MS. Documents, J. B. Blunt, &c.)

Sarpoor.—A town in the province of Gundwana, 80 miles S. from Mirzapoor.
Lat. 24° 2’ N. long. 82° 46 E. ~

BooHELA.—A district in the province Gundwana, but during the reign of
Aurengzebe annexed by edict to the soubah of Allababad, although it never was
actually subdued by his forces. The produce of the country is wheat, barley,
.and different kinds of peas, and the inhabitants possess large flocks of cattle and
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sheep. The land, however, is but little cultivated, the natives scarcely raising
grain enough for their own subsistence. A portion of this tract is tributary to
the British government; and the whole is now in the line of its protection.
The principal towns are Bandoogur and Muckondabad.

BaNDOOGUR.—A town in the province of Gundwana, district of Boghela, 80
miles N. from Mundlah. Lat. 23° 50° N. long. 81° E. In the time of Aureng-
zebe, Baundhoo, or Bhatta, was the name of the northern portion of the Hindoo
province of Gundwana, then, although actually mdependent annexed by edict
to the province of Allahabad.—(J. Grant, &c.)

BrLLounsan.—A small district in the province of Gundwana, extending
zlong the south bank of the Sone river, and bounded ou the east by the zemin-
dary of Palamow, in the province of Bahar. This tract is comprehended within
the line of British protection. The principal towns, or rather villages, are
Oontarree and Ranka.

SiNneHrOWLA.—A small district in the province of Gundwana, bounded on
the east by the British province of Bahar, zemindary of Palamow. The Singh-
rowla Raja’s territories commence on the north-west, at a narrow defile in the
Bickery hills, called Bulghaut. In this tract between the hills are extensive

vallies, but wild and uncultivated, and frequently covered ‘with forests. A few

small villages are scattered over the face of the country, in the vicinity of which
some cultivation is seen ; but the territory in general is very desolate. Iron is found
in abundance, the price being from 13 to 2§ rupees per 80lbs. according to the
quality. In this miserable region, several Hindoo mythological excavations and
images have been discovered, but of very inferior description to those of the

-Deccan. Singhrowla is still possessed by various petty and independent native.

chiefs, the principal of whom is the Raja of Shawpoor.—(J. B. Blunt, &c.)

Suawroor (Shahpura)—The principal town in the district of Singhrowla,
situated in lat. 23° 38" N. long. 83° 25" E. 45 miles W. by S. from Palamow.
This place stands in a fine plain, amidst lofty ranges of hills, and consists of a
large straggling town with a little fort built of ruble stone and mud. The
Rhair, a considerable river, runs by the south side of the town, with a stream
of about 100 yards in breadth and four feet deep, dashing with great rapidity
over a bed of rocks, which prevent its being navigable for large boats. The plain
surrounding Shawpoor is tolerably fertile.—(J. B. Blunt, §c.)

Rasa Cuonans.—A wild country in the province of Gundwana, situated
between Sohagepoor and Singhrowla. This is an extremely rugged and moun-
tainous tract, very little cultivated, and inhabited by some of the wildest tribes
in Iadia. The whole country is a succession of deep gullies, ravines, chasms,

and defiles. The inhabitants are named Chohans, and their Raja was formerly
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tributary to the Maharattas, but not remarkable for the punctuality of his pay-
ments. The land produces a little rice, Indian corn, and a few.other smaller
grains peculiar to hilly countries. South of Soneput, the country becomes
more open, but the villages continue very poor, not consisting generally of more
than four or five miserable huts. There is a great abundance of game through-
out the whole district. Among the animals of a more ferocious nature, may be
enumerated the royal tiger, leopards, tiger cats, and large black bears. The
principal town is Soneput, the usual residence of the Corair Rajas, who appear
to have lived in complete independence, before the Maharattas, in 1790, pushed
their conquests into these woods and wilds.—(J. B. Blunt, &c. &c.)

Manwas.—A small, sterile, and thinly peopled tract of country, in the pro-
vince of Gundwana, confining on Boghela and the Raja Chohans. The town,
or village of Manwas, stands in lat. 24° 12’ N. long. 82° E. 51 miles S. E. from.
Rewah.

Canroony.—This small district is bounded on the south by Sohagepoor, and
is intersected by the Sone river, and a few contributary streams or brooks, but
it contains no town of consequence. Like other tracts similarly situated in the
province of Gundwana, the zemindars, or landholders, had tribute occasionally
extorted from them by the Maharattas.

Sonaceroor.—A district in the province of Gundwana, mtersected by the
Sone river, and reaching nearly to the source of that stream, at the temple of
Omercuntue. In ancient times this territory composed part of the Hindoo state
of Gurrah, but during the reign of Aurengzebe, it was formally annexed to the
soubah of Allahabad, although only subjected in name to the Mogul empire.
It has, however, occasionally paid tribute to its more powerful neighbours, and
latterly was considered a regular appendage to the dominions of Nagpoor, until
ceded to the British government in 1818. The town of Sohagepoor stands in
lat.'23° 28" N. long. 81° 40" E. 65 miles N. N. E. from Mundlah.

- OmEercuntUC (Amara Cantaca).—A celebrated place of Hindoo pilgrimage,
in the province of Gundwana, 28 miles N. N. W. from Ruttunpoor. Lat.
22° 55" N. long. 82° 7' E. The country around Omercuntuc is very wild and
thinly inhabited. It is seldom or never frequented, except by Hindoo pilgrims,
who go to visit the sources of the Sone and Nerbudda rivers at this place, the
usual road to which is by Ruttunpoor. No European traveller has as yet visited
it; but, according to native authorities, these rivers derive their origin from the
water that is collected in, and issues from, the cavities of the mountains which
form the elevated table land of Omercuntuc. Of this territory, the Nagpoor Raja
formerly claimed a part; the Raja of Sohagepoor another part; and the Gonds
a third ; but the latter were generally the occupants of the whole, although but

~
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thinly scattered among the jungle. Omercuntuc, with its sacred sources, being
now comprehended within the dominions of Britain, it is to be hoped this por-
tion .of the provinge will not remain much longer unexplored.—(J. B. Blunt,
&c. &ec. &c.)

SircoosAH.—A large district in the province of Gundwana, situated about
the 23d degree of north latitude, and bounded on the east by the British district:
of Palamow. The town of Sirgoojah stands in lat. 23° 5" N. long. 83° 26" E.
65 miles S. S. W. from Palamow. In 1802, in consequence of the hostile line
of conduct in which the Sirgoojah Raja had so long persevered, the Bengal.
government directed Major S. Jones, then commanding in Ramghur, to make
some inquiries regarding the circumstances of this petty state, and its unex-
plored country, when the following particulars were collected from native
authorities :

In 1802, Sirgoojah was bounded on the north by Singhrowla; on the west
by Sohagepoor; on the south by Ruttunpoor and Odeypoor; and on the east
by Palamow. It then nominally formed part of the Ruttunpoor district, under
the Nagpoor Raja. In length from north to south, it was estimated at 180
miles ; and from east to west 80 miles. It was then supposed to contain 21
dhundoors, or territorial subdivisions, averaging 400 villages each ; but three-
fourths of the country were described as mountainous, jungly, and nearly in a
state of nature. The Raja’s capital, named Sirgoojah Nuggur, was said to be100
miles from Burgur, on the frontiers of Palamow (actually not half that distance)
situated on the river Kunner. His established military force was 500 Burkin-
dauzes, and 400 horse, mostly paid by plunder, but if the country were properly
raised, an undisciplined body of from 5000 to 7000 men, might be turned out.
The country was then ruled by Singhram Singh, the Raja’s uncle, and his mother’s
murderer, in concert with the commander of the troops named Petumber Singh,
who had gradually raised himself from the most obscure origin. The legitimate
Raja, Bulbudder Singh, was then 12 years of age, and unable to protect his
subjects, who were much oppressed by the two usurpers, and eager for their
expulsion. The obedience paid to the Raja of Nagpoor was very slight, and
the tribute only 3000 rupees per annum for so vast an extent of territory; and
even that small amount was very irregularly.paid. It does not appear that the
Sirgoojah country then contained any towns of note, or even fortified posts.

Prior to 1802, the. repeated predatory inroads from Sirgoojah on the British
territories, had been the subject of repeated remonstrances to the court of
Nagpoor, which remonstrances had invariably been followed by mandatory in-
junctions from the Raja of that sovereignty to his feudatory, to desist from his
outrageous conduct; but the menaces of the nominal superior were uniformly
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disregarded by the Sirgoojans, who every year repeated their incursions, plun-
dering and desolating the open part of Palamow, and the adjacent tracts on that
frontier. As it had become evident that no redress was to be expected from
any further representations at Nagpoor, the Marquis Wellesley, then governor-
general, directed the adoption of decisive measures, the continuance of such
atrocities tending to disgrace the British government, as if unable to protect its
subjects. A detachment was accordingly assembled, under the command of
Major S. Jones, who entered the territory, and after some slight opposition pre-
secuted his march to the Raja’s capital, without encountering any other obstacles
to his progress than those presented by the badness of the roads, the imper-
vious nature of the passes, and the difficulty of procuring provisions. Bisram-
poor was then the Raja’s usual residence, and stands about 70 miles to the
south-east of Burgur; but the intervening tract is so difficult and jungly, that
eight miles is reckoned a good day’s march. The appearance of the village and
of the Raja’s-house was, to the last degree, miserable, and the country appeared
to have been wholly exhausted by the exactions of Petumber Singh to support
the banditti he maintained. Possession was taken of the capital, such as it was,
but the disaffected chiefs fled to the hills. Soon afterwards, the principal leaders
of the insurgents, who had fled into Sirgoojah, were apprehended, and an ar-
rangement concluded with the Nagpoor court, for the future management of
this unruly district. By the conditions of the stipulations now entered into,
the Nagpoor Raja engaged that Singhram Singh and Petumber Singh should
never be permitted to return within the limits of Sirgoojah, and that he would
maintain a sufficient force on the spot to sustain the authority of Juggernauth
Singh, the guardian of the young Raja, Bulbudder Sahy. These negociations
being completed, Major Jones commenced his march for the British provinces,
and on the 5th of June, 1802, arrived with the detachment under his command
at Hazary Baugh, where he soon after died, leaving the temporary command of
the Ramghur battalion to Lieutenant Roughsedge. Short as the Major’s sub-
sequent career was, the arrangements made under his auspices were still shorter,
for no sooner had the British forces reached their destination within the Com--
pany’s territories, than intelligence was received that Juggernauth Singh, the
guardian, had been compelled to quit Sirgoojah, and that Singhram Singh, the
insurgent, by the connivance of the officers of the Raja of Nagpoor, had been
enabled to re-establish his former authority in that country.

Notwithstanding this counter-revolution, it is probable that the British govern-
. ment received no further cause of complaint, as the affairs of Sirgoojah remain
wholly unnoticed until 1813, when Bulbudder Sahy, who had then attained the
years of discretian, applied for assistance to quell the rebellion of his unele,
Singhram Singh, but it was then refused, as the troops in Palamow were fe-
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quired to protect that territory against the incursions of predatory horse, which
were then apprehended. The disaffected jaghiredars, gaining confidence from.
this apparent inability, surrounded the residence, and put to death the spiritual
director of the Raja, who with his mother, would have probably shared the
same fate, but for the interposition of Major Roughsedge, who sent a party of
Bepoys to protect them. Raja Bulbudder Sahy, and his son the young Raja,
died of the small-pox in 1818, by which catastrophe the direct line of the Sir-
goojah family became extinct. In the same year, the sovereignty of Sirgoojah
was ceded to the British government by the Nagpoor state, and arrangements
are still in progress for its settlement. The plan is, after restoring and confirm-
ing the authority of the hereditary Raja, which has been much impaired by the
corruption of the Nagpoor functionaries, and the turbulence of the jaghiredars,
to leave him to manage the internal administration of his country, with the least
possible- interference on the part of the British government.—( Public MS. Do-
cwments, S. Jones, &c. &c.) .

Kurcouman (‘Cargama).—This place is situated in the proper Gond coun-
try, and continues subject to an independent Raja of that tribe. In the wild
tract a few miles south from Kurgommah, neither silver nor copper coins are
current, but cowries pass for twice the value at which they are rated in Bengal.

-Lat. 23° 9" N. long. 82° 33 E. 55 miles N. from Ruttunpoor.
‘Opevroor ((Udayapura)—A small district in the province of Gundwana,
bounded on the north by Sirgoojah. The town of Odeypoor is situated in lat.
-22° 31 N. long. 83° 21’ E. 61 miles E. by N. from Ruttunpoor. The Raja of
Odeypoor has long been a feudatory to the Nagpoor sovereign, who, in 1802,
was so incensed against him, that he detached 1000 infantry under a chief named
Ballarow, to lay waste his country with fire and sword ; his territory is now
within the line of British protection.—('S. Jores, §c. &c.)
KoorBa (‘Curava).—The chief of this small tract had also the Raja of Nag-

poor for his superior, but respecting the intertor condition of this quarter of the

Gundwana province very little is known. The town of Koorba stands on the
east side of the Hatsoo river, 32 miles east from Ruttunpoer. Lat. 22° 23" N.
long. 82° 66’ E.

Jusuroor.—This zemindary is bounded on the east by the division of Chuta
Nagpoor, and on the north by the Sirgoojah country; but little is known of its
interior, except, that like the adjacent portions of the Bahar province, it has a
a hilly surface and a barren soil, little cultivated, and much overgrown with
jungle. The town of Jushpoor is situated in lat. 22° 11’ N. long. 83° 51" E. 74
miles N. by E. from Sumbhulpoor. Both town and district are dependent on
Sirgoojah. '
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GANGPOOR.—A small district in the province of Gundwana, bounded on the
north by the zemindary of Chuta Nagpoor, and comprehended within the line
of territory protected by the British government. The town of Gangpoor stands
in lat. 21°54° N. long. 84° 30" E. 78 miles N. E. from Sumbhulpoor.

SumBHULPOOR (Sambhalpura).—This district takes it name from the capital,
but the Raja is styled Raja Autaraghur, or the Raja of 18 forts. To the north
it is bounded by Choteesghur and Gangpoor; on the south by various petty
states in the province of Orissa, dependent on the British government; to
the east it has Orissa; and on the west Choteesghur or Ruttunpoor. The cli-
mate of Sumbhulpoor is very unwholesome, owing to the quantity of jungle,
and the vicissitudes of heat and cold. The soil in the vallies is said to be a
rich loam, in which grain or pulse will thrive well, and the mountains have the
reputation of containing diamonds. The natives wash the sand of the rills
that descend from them, and procure considerable quantities of gold. The dia-
monds are found about 13 miles beyond the town of Sumbhulpoor, near the
junction of the river Hebe with the Mahanuddy, at which spot, after the rains,
the natives search in the river for red earth, washed down from the mountains, in
which earth the diamonds are discovered. The matrix containing the diamonds
is a clay, which appears burned red, nearly to the degree that bricks usually are.

The territory of Sumbhulpoor was anciently comprehended in the Hindoo
division of Gundwana, and composed part of the state of Gurrah; but during
the reign of Aurengzebe it was formally annexed to the soubah of Allahabad,
although its subjugation to the Mogul government was little more than nominal.
It afterwards, along with the rest of the province, fell under the sway of the
Nagpoor Maharattas, and during the war of 1803, was captured by the British
government, as also the adjacent district of Patna, certain treaties being entered
into with the feudatories, who held them under the Raja of Nagpoor. In Au-
gust 1806, adverting to the friendly relations then subsisting with the Nagpoor
state, the British government agreed to restore the territories of Sumbhulpoor
and Patna, consisting of the following pergunnahs, viz. Sumbhulpoor, Sohnpeor,
Saurungur, Burgur, Saktee, Serakole, Benria, Bonee, Kartickpoor, Patna, Khas
Patna, Nawagur, Gharilano, Tanagur, and Boora Sumbah. To these cessions,
however, the Zemindars of Sumbhulpoor and Patna opposed so effectual a resis-
tance, that in 1807, the Nagpoor state was obliged to solicit the assistance of
the British government, being unable itself to raise funds sufficient to equip an
adequate force. Mr. Elphinstone, who then resided as ambassador at Nagpoor,
was in consequence directed to interpose with the zemindars, many of whom
refused to be thus transferred, and as the British government was bound by
treaty either to support them in their independence, or to find them compensa-

-
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tions within its own territories, it was compelled to adopt the latter alternative.
One chief, Raja Jounsar Singh of Ryeghur, uniformly refused either to submit
to the Nagpoor state, although enclosed by its territories, or to accept an indem-
nity in the British provinces. He was in consequence excepted from the transfer,
and continued under the protection of the British, to their great inconvenience, as
the local situation of his lands gave rise to incessant disputes between him and
the officers of the Nagpoor government. ‘

- After trying open force without success, the Maharattas in 1808 obtained pos-
session of Sumbhulpoor by an act of the most deliberate treachery. In effectu-
ating this, they first entered into a solemn engagement, confirmed by oaths and
religious ceremonies, by the conditions of which the Ranny, or Queen, on pay-
ing up arrears and settling the future amount of the revenue, was to be left in
independent possession. Having thus lulled her suspicions, they took advan-
tage of her confidence, suddenly attacked her troops, and took the fortress by
surprise. The Ranny being thus perfidiously assailed escaped with great diffi-
culty, and arrived in much distress on the British frontier, where she solicited and.
received protection from the government, and to support her dignity had a pen-+
sion of 600 rupees per month assigned. In 1818 the sovereignty of Sumbhulpoor
was transferred to the British government; but the arrangements for its settle-
ment are still only in progress, the plan contemplated being the same as that
detailed under the article S1rcoosan. . Within the limits of this territory, about
37 miles N. W. from the town of Sumbhulpoor, is the tomb of Mr. Elliott, whose
untimely death is lamented in Mr. Hastings’ celebrated ode.—('lst Register,
J. Grant, Leckie, Public MS. Documents, Roughsedge, &c. &c. &c.)

SumsauLPoor.—The capital of the preceding subdivision of the Gundwana
province, is situated on the east-side of the Mahanuddy river, 167 miles W.N.W
from Cuttack. Lat. 21°8 N. long. 83° 37 E.

NarraH.—A town in the province of Gundwana, 70 miles W.by S. from Sum-
bhulpoor. Lat. 20°53" N. long. 82°33'E.

PaTNa.—Atown and large zemindary in the province of Gundwana, contiguous
to the district of Sumbhulpoor. Along with the adjacent territories it was trans--
ferred to the British government in 1818, and in 1819 was much disturbed by the-
refractory conduct of Achil Singh, of Boorasumber, a powerful and savage zemin--
dar, in a state of rebellion against the British government.

Sounroor.—This town stands on the west side of the Mahanuddy river, but
a great proportion of the lands attached to it lie to the east of that river in the
province of Orissa. Lat. 20° 22" N. long. 83° 42 E. 155 miles west from Cuttack..
By the arrangements of 1803,the Sohnpoor chief, on the condition of his faith-

fully performing the duty of tributary to the British government, had his estates:
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guaranteed to him, and was declared exempted from the payment of any tribute
to the Maharattas.

CHOTEESGHUR (‘or Ruttunpoor.)—A large district in the province of Gund-
wana, of which it comprehends the central and most fertile portion. By the
Mahommedans it was frequently denominated Jeharcund ; but the name properly
applies to the whole province rather than any particular subdivision. Chotees-
ghur (36 forts), formerly in its most extensive sense was said to comprehend
20,000 square miles, partly composed of a mountainous tract, or unprofitable
jungles, which last circumstance acquired to the country the name of Jeharcund.
To the south of Ruttunpoor, this district is a champaign country, abundantly
watered with little rivers, full of villages, and ornamented with groves and tanks.
In the vicinity of Ryepoor considerable quantities of wheat and vegetables are
produced. Rice is not abundant, it being only cultivated behind large reservoirs
of water, in situations where the declivity of the land is suitable.

Large quantities of grain are exported from Choteesghur, all over the Nizam’s
dominions, and even to the Northern Circars; from the latter salt is imported,
and retailed at an extravagant price. The villages are numerous, but poor; and
the country abounds in cattle and brood mares of the tattoo species. On the
whole, this territory is but thinly inhabited. Foreign merchants bring a few
horses, elephants, camels, and shawls for sale; but the principal part of the com-
merce is carried on by the Brinjarries, or itinerant grain dealers. In 1794, it
was said, that in plentiful seasons they could employ 100,000 bullocks in export-
ation, and it is comparatively one of the most productive portions of the Nag-
poor dominions. The Hatsoo and Carroon are the largest rivers; the principal
towns are Ruttunpoor and Ryepoor. The boundaries to the north begin at the
village of Noaparah, which consists of only a few miserable huts. Choteesghur
was anciently comprehended in the Hindoo province of Gundwana, and com-
posed part of the state of Gurrah; but during the reign of Aurengzebe it was
formally annexed to the soubah of Allahabad, although but nominally subjected
to the Mogul empire. In 1752, it. was conquered by the first Rugojee Bhoonsla,
and has ever since continued in the possession of the Maharatta Rajas of Nag-
poor.—(J. Grant, J. B. Blunt, &c. &c.)

Rurrunroor (‘Ratnapura, the town of Gems.)—This is the capital of the
Choteesghur district, and is situated in latitude 22° 21' N. long.82° 25 E. 85
miles E. 8. E. from Mundlah. Although Ruttunpoor is the head-quarters of an
extensive and tolerably fertile district; yet it is only an extensive and straggling
village, consisting of about 1000 huts, many of which, in 1794,.were uninhabited

~The swrrounding country is remarkably productive and well cultivated, when
contrasted with the rest of the desolate province of which it forms a component
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part. By the nearest travelling road, Ruttunpoor is 206 miles from Chunar. Its
chief is frequently styled, the Raja of Choteesghur, or of 36 fortresses.

Near to the town is an idol, made of blue granite, about nine feet in height,
rubbed over with red paint, and adorned with flowers. In the neighbourhood
are a great many pools and tanks, and also a lake, the embankment of which is
nearly two miles in length, and there are many ruins in the neighbourhood indi-
cative of a superior state of society to that which at present exists. In the year
1760, after Mr. Law was made prisoner, a party of 120 French who had been
under his command endeavoured to effect a retreat from Bahar into the Deccan.
They halted and were entertained for a few days by Bimbajee, the Maharatta
chief; but at the ehd of that time he put them all treacherously to death.
Travelling distance from Calcutta, by Chuta Nagpoor, 493 miles; from Nagpoor
220 miles ; from Delhi 633 ; and from Poonah 706 miles.—('J. B. Blunt, Leckie,
1st Register, Rennell, &c.)

N1acur.—A town in the province of Gundwana, 32 miles south from Omer-
cuntuc. Lat. 22°26" N. long. 82°4" E.

NowacHUR.—A town in the Gundwana province, situated at the junction of
the Hatsoo with the Mahanuddy river, 75 miles N. W. from Sumbhulpoor. Lat.
20°49' N. long. 82° 43 E. |

- MarLAveR.—A village in the province of Gundwana, the residence of a Gond
chief, 12 miles south from Ruttunpoor. From Bouslagur to this place, a dis-
tance of 50 miles, the road is through a country which is one continued wilder-
ness. In this neighbourhood there is a small subacid plum of a very pleasant
taste, which grows wild.—(J. B. Blunt, &c.)

Ryeroor.—This town, from its population and commerce, might rank as the
first in the Choteesghur district. It contains about 3000 huts, and there is a
stone fort on the north-east side, the walls of which are decayed, but the ditch
is deep and wide. Lat. 21°15 N. long. 82° 13" E. 190 miles east from Nagpoor.
The soil in this neighbourhood is a rich black mould, nowhere more than three

. feet in depth, under which is found the solid rock, as is perceptible in all the beds
of rivers, and in the sides of tanks and wells. The only road from Cuttuck to
Nagpoor passes through this town.—('J. B. Blunt, &c.)

BuNJAREE GHAUT.—A pass among the hills in the province of Gundwana,
115 miles S. W. from Ruttunpoor. Lat. 21°8' N. long. 81°7' E. This is so high a
spot of ground, that it causes the rivers to take opposite courses.—( Leckie, &c.)

Kyracuur (Kshiraghar).—A town in the province of Gundwana, 138 miles
east from Nagpoor. Lat.21°16'N. long. 8§1°22'E.

Munprag (Mandala).—A district in the province of Gundwana, formerly sub-

ject to Nagpoor, situated principally on the north-side of the Nerbudda river, and
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extending to within a short distance of its source at Omercuntuc. It was ceded
to the British government in 1818, along with the north-eastern quarter of the
Gundwana provinee.

MunpLaH.—A town on the banks of the Nerbudda, which was one of the"
ancient capitals of the Hindoo province, and furnished its name to_the adjacent
district. Lat. 22°42'N. long. 81°2 E. 155 miles N. E. from Nagpoor. In mo-
dern times it has been one of the Nagpoor Raja’s principal fortresses, and was
ceded by him to the British government in 1818; but the garrison refused to
deliver it up, in consequence of which a detachment was marched against it,
under General Marshall, which, in advancing, had to pass through a very jungly
and hilly territory, especially from Dhamonee, where the‘roads were almost
impracticable. The town was taken by assault on the 26th April, 1818, with
scarcely any loss (three killed and 14 wounded) on the part of the assailants;
but the enemy suffered most severely, and fell in heaps under a destructive fire
while endeavouring to escape from the place. On the 27th April, the garrison
of the fort, being quite dispirited by the slaughter of the day before, came out
unarmed, and surrendered at discretion, to the number of about twelve hundred.
This being accomplished, the chief officers of the garrison were tried by a court
martial for treachery and rebellion; but they were acquitted, there being no
doubt on the minds of the members of the court, that although ostensibly
directed by the Nagpoor Raja to surrender, they had secret orders from the
same authority desiring them to resist.—('General Marshall, &c.)

GurraH (Ghara).—A large district in the province of Gundwana, situated
about the 23d degree of north latitude, and intersected by the Nerbudda and
some of its tributary streams. The town of Gurrah stands in lat. 23°9" N.
long. 80° 16" E. 150 miles N. N. E. from thé city of Nagpoor. In the remote
times of Hindoo antiquity, this was the seat of a considerable Hindoo princi-
pality, which comprehended Bhatta, Sohagepoor, Choteesghur, Sumbhulpoor,
Gangpoor, Jushpoor, and other contiguous districts. In the reign of Aurengzebe
the division of Bhatta or Baundhoo, consisting of the six divisions above men- -
tioned, was considered as a new conquest, although it had before been partially -
subjected and was formally annexed to the soubah of Allahabad. The real di-
mensions of the Gurrah district are very uncertain, but it is known to occupy
a considerable portion of the valiey through which the Nerbudda flows, and
that it comprehends a large tract of fertile, but in most places uncultivated and
thinly peopled land. The principal towns are Jubbulpoor, Gurrah, Panagur,
and Sirrenuggur; the whole of which, in 1818, were ceded to the British go-
vernment. In the town of Gurrah there was formerly a mint established, in
which an inferior rupee current in Bundelcund, named the balla shaby, was
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coined. The modern town of Gurrah stands in-a most singular pass, and ex-
tends through and along, the face of a mountainous ridge for about two miles.
In 1817, after the action at Jubbulpoor, when General Hardyman’s detachment
marched past it, the rocky heights were covered with inhabitants, the town
baving been nearly deserted.—( Leckie, Fitzclarence, &c. &c.)

JussuLroor.—The modern capital of the provinces which formerly helonged
to the Nagpoor Raja, north of the Nerbudda, situated in lat. 23° 11’ N. long,
80° 16" E. 153 miles N, N, E. from the city of Nagpoor. Jubbulpoor, being the
seat of government and residence of several wealthy bankers, is better built and
presents a more animated appearance of industry than most of the towns in this
quarter of India. During the rains it is so enclosed by water that cavalry could

" not march 30 miles in any direction. A party of the Nagpoor Raja’s troops in
December, 1817, were here routed and dispersed-with considerable slaughter by
a detachment under General Hardyman, the result of which was the evacuation of
the fortified town of Jubbulpoor, and the capture of several guns and a quantijty
of military stores. A provincial government was subsequently established for
the administration of justice and collection of the revenue, of which, up to
March, 1818, sixty thousand rupees had been already realized.—( Fitaclarence,
Public Joyrnals, &c, &c.) '

Bepacnur (Vedaghar )—A town in the province of Gundwana, 9 miles S. W,

from Gurrah, Lat. 23° 5" N. long. 80° 9" E.
. PaNaAGUR,—A town in the Gurrah district of some antiquity, aad containing
a eonsiderable number of Hindoo temples, Lat. 23° 19' N, long, 80° 17 E. 11
miles north from Gurrah. In the neighbourhood there is a magnificent tank,
and in 1817, the surrounding country in ggne;'a,l was in a high state of cultiva-
tion.—(" Fitzclarence, &c.) ’

SIRRENAGUR (‘Srinagara).—A town in the Gurrah district, 130 miles N. by E,
from Nagpoor, Lat.22°57 N. long. 79° 55" E. In 1818, a party of the Raja
of Nagpoor's troops were defeated by a detachment under Colonel Macmorine,

Dooman.—A town in the Gundwana province, 120 miles N. E. by N. from
Nagpoor. Lat. 22° 46’ N. long, 80° 5’ E.

CuuppARAH.—A town in the province of Gundwana, situated on the Bein
Gunga river, 95 miles N. N, E, from the city of Nagpoor. Lat. 22° 24’ N, long,
79° 58 E. This place is famous for the manufacture of iron, a great quantity of
which is carried into the British provinces. A considerable district in this part of
Gundwana is held by a Patan chief, who recewed it in jaghire from the first
Rogojee Bhoonsla, as a reward for services durmg his conquest of Gundwana,
and the northern parts of Berar, The town is consequently chiefly inhabited by

VOL. II. E
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Afghans, and along with the district was, in 1818, ceded to the British govern-
ment.—( Leckie, &c. &c.)

SEoUNY.—A town in the province of Gundwana, 74 miles N E. by N. from
Nagpoor. Lat.22° 3'N. long. 79° 55" E.

Menkoor.—In the time of the Emperor Acber, this district was compre-
hended in his undefined province of Berar, and by Abul Fazel, in the Ayeen
Acberry, A. D. 1582, is described asfollows :—‘* Mehkoor is a populous country,
situated between two of the southern range of mountains of this soubah, one of
which is called Bundeh (Vindha,) and on the top of it are many forts, viz. Ka-
weel, Nernullah, Meelgur, Mehawee, Beroosha, and Ramghur.”

KuEeirran.—This district occupies the western extremity of the Gundwana
province, and consists principally of several ranges of hills with intervening
vallies, through which flow various small streams, but the country has as yet
been but little explored. The principal town is Shahpoer.

Carvcona Hirrs.—A range of hills which separates the Gundwana province
that of Khandesh, and situated between the Nerbudda and Tuptee rivers.

CrouraeHUR.—A strong fortress in the province of Gundwana, 50 miles E.
by S. from Hosseinabad. This place stands at the northern extremity of the
Mahadeo hills, and like ' Dhamonee and Mundlah refused to obey the ostensible
orders of surrender from Nagpoor, the governor having private instructions to
the contrary. On the 12th of May, 1818, however, the town was evacuated by
the enemy, and next day the fort also, when both were occupied by a detach-
ment of the army under General Watson. In November of the same year the
Gonds, who-appear to have grown into favour with themselves, made a very spi-
rited attempt to retake Chouraghur, but were repulsed with much slaughter.

Guxpwana Prorer.—This is an extensive district, and the principal abode .
of the-Gonds, who appear to have been the aboriginal natives of this portion of
India, but it is impossible to assign it any definite limits, the country having
only very recently become accessible to men qualified to describe it.

JiLry AumMnaIrR.—A fortress in the Gundwana province, situated on the
south bank of the Tuptee, on the high road between the Deopahar hills and
Aseerghur. Lat. 21°28' N. long: 76° 56" E. 42 miles E. by N. from Boorhan-
poor.

PucamunNeE.—The table land of Puchmunee, where Appa Saheb the ex-
Raja of Nagpoor spent the rainy season of 1818, is about 30 miles in circum--
ference, presenting everywhere beautiful prospects. The celebrated spring of
Mahadeo, from which the lofty range of mountains acquires it name, issues from
a cave in a rock, about 120 feet in extent, the water being about two feet. in
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depth. This well is situated in a valley, and not on a pinnacle of the Mabhadeo
hills as has been asserted.—( Public Journais, &c.) -

Barroor.—A large fortified town situated near the sources of the Tuptee, 56
miles N. N. E. from Ellichpoor. Lat. 21° 55" N. long. 78° 4’ E. From Barooly
Ghaut to Baitool is a table land well cultivated with wheat, sugar cane, grain,
and other pulses. The village is populous, and stands in a fertile valley near the
ancient cusba of Kurreem, now in ruins, and three miles distant.—('12¢A Register,
&c.)

MoorTAaYE.—A large town with.a fort, near the sources of the Tuptee, -68
miles N. W, from Nagpoor. Lat. 21° 45" N. long. 77° 22’ E.

Massoop.—A town in the Gundwana province, 46 miles N. E. from Ellichpeor.
Lat. 21° 35" N. leng. 78° 13" E. :

Maispy.—A town in the Gundwana province, 30 miles N. from Ellichpoor.
Lat. 21° 38’ N. long. 77° 44’ E.

SAuTNEIR.—A town in the Gundwana province, 32 miles N. N. E. from El-
lichpoor. Lat.21° 36" N. long. 77° 55 E.

Nacroor District.—This division of the Gundwana province comprehends
a considerable tract of country, adjacent to the city of Nagpoor, which the
Bhoonsla family were accustomed to-retain under their own immediate manage-
ment, and which was in fact the only portion of their territories the revenues of
which were realized without the intervention of an army. The whole of it is
still attached to the Nagpoor sovereignty, but the revenues are collected for the
present by British Officers under the supervision of Mr. Jenkins, the resident.

Powner.—A large fortified town in the Gundwana province, 31 miles 8. E.
from the city of Nagpoor. Lat.20° 55" N. long. 79°42'E. It was taken by
assault on the 7th October, 1818, by a small detachment under Major ‘Wilson.

Avm~ier.—This is a large and populous town situated on the Wurda, which .
is here in January a very small stream, and easily passed. It runs over a rocky
bed and forms a number of small cascades. Lat. 21° 25’ N. long. 78° 30' E. 50
miles N. by W. from the city of Nagpoor.

AuMBORA.—A town in the Gundwana province, 41 miles E. by S. from the city
of Nagpoor. Lat.21°7' N. long. 79° 44’ E.

Masoop.—A town in the province of Gundwana, 50 miles W. by S. from
Nagpoor. Lat. 21° N. long. 78° 30’ E.

DewLry.—A town in the province of Gundwana, 56 miles S. W. from Nag-
poor. Lat. 20° 43' N. long. 78° 33’ E.

- HineuNGHAUT.—A town in the province of Gundwana, 45 miles S. W, from
Nagpoor. Lat. 20° 37’ N. long. 78° 54'E.
Cuanpa (Chandra, the Moon)—This extensive district occupies a great
E2
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proportion of the Nagpoor Raja’s dominions, situated to the south of the city

of Nagpoor, and bounded on the west by the Wurda and Godavery rivers. Com-.
pared with the Gond hills to the north, this is a champaign country, the soil of
which is sandy, and there is a perceptible difference between its climate and that

of the Gond mountains. The produce is chiefly rice with small quantities of
pulse and sugar cane, but the inhabitants possess numerous flocks of sheep and

goats. Cotton is also exported from hence, some of which travels so far as the

Northern Circars. During the reign of Aurengzebe this remote division of Gund-

wana was annexed to that soubah, although scarcely penetrated by the Mogul

forces. The principal towns are Chanda and Hingunghaut.—(J. B. Blunt,

J. Grant, &c.) :

 CHANDA (or Toork Chanda).—A strongly fortified and populous town, the

capital of the preceding district, situated in lat. 20° 4" N. long. 79° 22" E. 80

miles south from the city of Nagpoor. In consequence of the rupture with the

Nagpoor Raja, this place was invested by the Bengal detachment under Colonel

Adams, and on the 13th of May, 1818, the erection of batteries commenced.

Terms were offered to the garrison, but the native messenger who was sent never

re-appeared, and is supposed to have been murdered. On the 20th of May the -
assault was given at the breach, which was large enough, and of such easy ascent
as to admit of a horse artillery gun being run up. The garrison, consisting of
about 3000 men, made an ineffectual resistance, and sustained a loss of between
4 and 500 men. The loss on the British side was very small and principally
occasioned by fatigue and the excessive heat, the thermometer during the assault
having risen to 145° of Fahrenheit in the sun. From this cause Major Goreham
of the Madras artillery died ten hours after the place was taken, and two other
British officers lost their lives in a similar manner. The starm of Chanda closed
the campaign of 1817-18 in this quarter, Chouraghur having already been eva-
cuated on the approach of the army under Brigadier General Watson.—( Public
Journals, &c. &ec. &c.)

Deocuur.—This district is situated between the 20th and 21st degrees of
north latitude, and latterly has been comprehended in the larger district of
Chanda, to which town it is contiguous. It is intersected by the Waingunga river,
and being fertile has always yielded a considerable revenue to the Nagpoor state.

WyraGHUR.—A town in the Gundwana province, 74 miles N. E. from Nag-
poor. Lat. 20° 31’ N. long. 80°7 E.

Locur.—A town in the Gundwana province, 125 miles 8. E. from the city of
‘Nagpoor. Lat. 20° 19 N.- long. 80° 56’ E.

CoNkAIR.—A town in the province of Gundwana, situated between a high
rocky hill, and the south bank of the Mahanuddy river. Lat. 20° 30' N. long.
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§2°1 E. On the summit of the hill in 1794, there was a small fort mounting
two guns. The country about Conkair is much covered with high woods, and
the town entirely surrounded by hills, inhabited by wild Gond mountaineers,
this being one of the tracts originally possessed by the Rajas of Gundwana.
The frontier of the Bustar country is 12 miles distant from Conkair, and is entered
through the Tillyghauty, a very rugged and steep pass aver the hills.—(J. B
Blunt, &c.)

ByracHUR (Vairaghar).—A town in the provmce "of Gundwana, 75 miles
S. W. from Sumbhulpoor. Lat. 20° 18" N. long. 82° 55’ E. This place formerly
belonged to Chanda, and the country still bears that name, although they sub-
sequently made separate governments. Itis considered by the Maharattas, whose
authority is well established here, as a strong town, which in 1794 consisted of
about 300 thatched and tiled houses. It has a stone fort on the north-west side,
under the east face of which runs the Kobragur, which afterwards falls into the
Wainy, or Baumgunga. Byraghur is a place of some traffic, and much frequented
by Brinjarries (itinerant merchants) from Choteesghur, and the Northern Circars.
The trade is principally in cotton, which is brought from the north-west parts'
of Berar and Choteesghur. This article is purchased by merchants from the
Circars, who give in exchange salt, betel and coco nuts.—(J. B. Blunt, &c.)

AriM.—A town in the province of Gundwana, 75 miles W. S. W. from Sum-
bhulpoor. Lat. 20° 37 N. long. 82° 36’ E. About 40 years ago this place was
possessed by a Gond chief, tributary to the Raja of Nagpoor. It was then a
large and more flourishing village than was usually to be found in these unwhole-
some tracts, as it contained some weavers and was frequented by 1tmerant mer-
chants.—("Lectkie, &c.)

BusTar (or Wasatairee).—A town and district in the province of Gundwana,
170 miles from Ganjam. Lat. 19°31' N. long. 82° 28’ E. In 1812, Ram Chun-
der Wag was dispatched on the part of the Nagpoor government to levy 81,000 °
rupees in the division of Bustar, to defray the expense of supporting his troops,
of which sum 25,000 rupees were to be demanded from Muhee Pal Deo, the
zemindar of Bustar. A portion of the above sum he was compelled to make
good, and for the security of the remainder he deposited a bracelet of jewels,
which the Nagpoor ministers, on examination, declared to be composed of false
stones. The zemindar on the other hand asserted, that the bracelet had been
received without objection, and that if the stones were false they must have been
substituted after the ornament went out of his custody. In these disputes the
zemindar of Jyapoor, a British feudatory in Orissa, was also implicated, as he
had become security for.the Bustar chief, while his own estate, although for
political reasons-assessed remarkably low, was attached for arrears of revenue.
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Prior to this affair disputes had subsisted between these two zemindars, re-
specting a tract of land, claimed on-the one hand by the Jyapoor proprietor, and
on the other by the chief of Bustar, which had led to mutual depredations. The
Jyapoor zemindar accused his antagonist of having seized on the extensive estates
of Ryagudda, Ameracotta, and Peddagudda, which had been for a length of
time in his family; but the loss in a pecuniary point of view appears to have
been very insignificant when compared with their geographical dimensions, as
their whole revenue was only 150 rupees per annum, and their possession very
undesirable to any gavernment. On this occasion much-inconvenience was ex-
perienced in consequence of the zemindar of Jyapoor, a British feudatory, also
holding lands under the Nagpoor state, as, depending on the protection of his
European superior, he was much disposed to act contumaciously towards the
other, which had not at command the same efficacious means of coercion. The
Bustar country has in recent times been more than once held by the Poospati
family, and had again reverted to the Nagpoor state. The country of Bustar
is known to be very difficult of access and extremely unhealthy. The Gond
portion of the inhabitants are probably among the wildest of the aborigines of
Hindostan, and are described, both men and women, as going about in a state
of complete nakedness.—(" Public MS. Documents, J. B. Blunt, F. W. Robertson,
§e. &c.)

Douproor (‘Daudpur ) —A town in the province of Gundwana, 42 miles
E. by S. from Bustar. Lat. 19° 22’ N. long. 83° 7’ E.

DewiLMurry (‘Devalayamari).—This is one of the most considerable Gond
hamlets in the country, and has an extensive spot of ground cleared round it:
It is situated on the east bank of the Baumgunga river, which is here a consider-
able stream, being augmented by the junction of the Wurda and Wainy Gunga
rivers, about six miles.to the north. Lat. 19° 7' N. long. 81°30" E. 150 miles
" N. from the town of Rajamundry.—(J. B. Blunt, &c.)

BapracuerruMm (‘Bhadrachalam, the sacred mountain).—A town in Gund-
wana, situated on the east side of the Godavery river, 78 miles N. by W, from
Rajamundry. Lat. 17° 57° N, long. 81° 17" E. At this place the zemindar of
Poloonshah collects taxes on all goods passing through his country. The mer-
chandize is generally cotton exported from the interior to the Northern Circars,
importing from thence in exchange salt and coco nuts. At Badrachellum there
is a pagoda of high repute, sacred to Seeta; 200 yards to the south of which the
town, consisting of about 100 huts, is situated: the whole surrounded with much
jungle. In the middle of the bed of the Godavery, near to this place, the natives
assert that there is a hot spring.—(J. B. Blunt, Heyne, &c.)



THE PROVINCE OF ORISSA.

(UuDDESssA.)

A rarGE province of the Deccan extending from the 18th to the 23d degree of
north latitude. To the north it is bounded by Bengal; on the south by the
river Godavery; on the east it has the bay of Bengal; and on the west the
province of Gundwana. In length from N. E. to S. W. it may be estimated
at 400 ‘miles, by 70 the average breadth. According to the institutes of Acber,
Orissa, in its greatest dimensions in 1582, was divided into five districts; viz.
Jellasir, comprising Midnapoor and the British possessions lying north and east-
of the river Subunreeka; 2. Buddruck; 3. Cuttack; 4. Culling or Cicacole;
5. Rajamundry. Besides this territory on the sea coast, Orissa also compre-
hended a mountainous unproductive region on the westem frontier, making part
of the Jeharcund or jungly country, with the districts of Ruttunpoor and Sum-
bhulpoor; but the two latter properly belong to Gundwana. At present the
principal modern territorial subdivisions, commencing from the north, are the
fllowing ; but-there are many other petty states and large zemindaries.
1. Singhboom. 3. Mohurbunge. 5. Cuttack.
2. Kunjeur. 4. Balasore. 6. Khoordah.
The tracts composing the districts of Ganjam, Vizagapatam, and a portion of
Rajamundry, are also included within the ancient limits of this province, but
the five northern circars have been so long a separate jurisdiction, that it has
been thought best to describe them altogether in another section. The interior
of this province remains in a very savage state, being composed of rugged hills,
uninhabited jungles, and deep water courses, surrounded by pathless deserts,
forests, or vallies, and pervaded by a pestilential atmosphere. It forms a strong
natural barrier to the maritime districts, being only traversed during the driest
season, from February to May, by the Lumballies or intand carriers. There are
only two passes, properly explored, in the whole length of the great mountainous
ridge, extending from the Godavery to the Mahanuddy; the one direct from
Chanda to Cicacole; the other oblique from Choteesghur by the way of Kala-
hindi; both uniting at the pass of Saloor or Sauraccca. By this pass, during the
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French possession of the Northern Circars in 1754, a body of Maharattas were
introduced ; more than half perished from the noxious air of the hills, and the
remainder, rather than return by so noxious a road, made a prodigious circuit
south by Rajamundry and the Godavery. With such a barrier to the west, and
the ocean to the east, the defence of Orissa does not appear difficult; the jea-
lousies, however, of a people subdivided into many petty communities, the
absence of civilization, added to the habitual indolence and apathy of the natives,
ever rendered it an easy prey to invaders, and they have passed from one yoke
to another with scarcely a struggle.

In ancient Hindoo history, Utcala or Udradesa was nearly co-extensive with
the modern Orissa, the name Utcala, or Udcala, implying the great or famous
country of the Cala. According to tradition, it was then inhabited by a powerful
and martial race, who were extirpated by the Karnas or kings of Magadha (Bahar).
In more recent times it was governed by a dynasty of Hindoo princes of the race
of Gujaputty, who, in 1592, were conquered by Mansingh, the Emperor Aeber’s
viceroy in Bengal, to which dominion it was then annexed as a dependent
government, extending from Tumlook on the Great Ganges to Rajamundry on
the Lesser Ganges, or Gunga Godavery of the Deccan. From the accounts of
ancient European travellers, fragments of national history, and a few remnants
of former splendour, it was probably, at least on the sea-coast, a flourishing
country before the Mahommedan invasion, but soon after fell into a comparative
state of depression. It does not appear, however, that the Mahommedans, or any
other invaders, ever completely occupied or colonized this province, which still
remains one of those in which the Hindoo manners are preserved in their greatest
purity, and where the smallest proportion of Mahommedans is to be found.
After the expulsion of the Afghans from the province of Bengal during the
reign of the Emperor Acber, they retreated into Orissa, and retained possession
of the maritime and more fertile portions, and also of the temple of Juggernauth,
for many years.

At present nearly one half of this extensive region is under the immediate
jurisdiction of the British government; the other possessed by tributary zemin-
dars called Ghurjauts or hill chiefs, who mostly pay a fixed rent, and are under
British protection, so far as refers to their external relations, and some few are
directly amenable to the European courts of justice. The first division compre-
hends all the low lands trending along the coast; the second the hilly and
woody interior. The British half is in general a plain, fertile, but not well
cultivated or peopled ; the native section is either a barren tract or wild expanse
of rock, forest, and jungle, thinly inhabited, yet producing a surplus of grain
beyond the consumption of its inhabitants. The inhabitants of the first may
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be eStimated at 100 to the square mile; of the second not more than 30 to the
sime area. .

The principal articles of produce and manufacture in the British portion are
rice and salt. The last, although a monopoly, affords much employment to the
inhabitants on the coast; the former is the staple commodity of the province,
and is so abundant as to admit of exportation, Every sort of grain and vetch is
cultivated, and the common manufactures suffice for the frugal habits of the
natives. Under such circumstances, and with a mild government, it is highly
probable this division of the province is undergoing gradual amelioration, and
that the inhabitants, although ignorant of the cause, are 'gradually advancing in
the process of civilization. The tributary part of the province presents the
reverse of this picture, a great proportion being unfit for culture, and the lots
-under cultivation yielding but a scanty return. In-the wilder tracts the neces-
saries of life are not attainable, and frequently subsistence of any sort is only
procurable with the utmost difficulty. Many of the natives are iron smelters
and charcoal burners; others make a livelihood by boat building and the felling
of timber, thus protracting a miserable existence under the iron rod of their -
rapacious chiefs, in whose eyes to be wealthy, or even comfortable, is criminal.

The territories along the bay of Bengal are subject to frequent hurricanes,
which greatly injure the farmer; and the low lands, in spite of embankments,
liable to ruinous inundations from the sudden overflowing of rivers. The buffaloes
are a fine large breed, and supply the natives with milk and ghee; but the oxen
are of a very inferior description, and the horses mere carrion. The low lands
abound with hogs, deer, tigers, and jackals; and the high lands are infested by
wild beasts in such numbers, that they are in many places regaining the country
which had been wrested from them by human cunning and combination. The
rivers and waters swarm with fish, reptiles, and alligators; the plains and jungles
with winged vermin. The chief rivers are the Godavery, the Mahanuddy, and
the Subunreeka, besides innumerable hill streams of a short course, and small
channel. The principal towns are Juggernauth, Cuttack, Ganjam, and

Vizagapatam. '

The country between the rivers Gaintu and Bamoni is one -of the finest parts
of the province, and is inhabited by a considerable number of weavers, chiefly
of coarse muslins for turbans; sanaes are also a staple manufacture. The best
bamboos for palanquins come from the pergunnahs of Tolchan and Hindole.
They grow near the summit of the rocks, and spring in July, when the people
who collect them, having selected the strongest shoots, tie them to stakes driven -
into the ground, and thus direct their growth to the proper shape. In this

manner they grow from 10 to 20 yards long, by the setting in of the dry season,

VOL. II. F
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when their tops are cut off. If suffered to stand longer, the hollow part in-
creases, and they become weaker.

Some of the native Ooreas in the back parts of this province still retain their
semi-barbarous manners, are a fierce people, and possess a considerable degree
of personal courage. They commonly go armed with bows and arrows, or
swords; the latter being generally carried naked, and are of a shape which is
broad at the end, and narrow in the middle. Between them and the Maharattas
a rooted antipathy has long existed. The Ooreas within the British territories,
having been long accustomed to peaceful inoffensive habits, are good cultivators,
and tolerably industrious, their chief characteristic being an effeminate timidity
‘accompanied by much low cunning and dissimulation. The great body of them
are Hindoos, distinguished into the castes usually found in other parts of Hin-
dostan. 1In a specimen of the Lord’s prayer in the Orissa or Utcala language,
examined by the missionaries, 31 of the words could be traced as being the
same with those used in the Bengalese translation of that prayer; but notwith-
standing its close affinity to the Bengalese, its peculiar terminations cause the
whole specimen to differ much in sound. —(J. Grant, Richardson, Wilkins, Cole-
_ brooke, Wilford, &c. &c.)

MiDNAPOOR, HIDJELLEE, AND TUMLOOK.

These are three subdivisions of the provinge of Orissa, being all within its
geographical limits, but they have been such a length of time subordinate to
the existing governments of Bengal, and so intimately attached to that pro-
vince, that they have become in a manner incorporated with it, and have in
consequence been described along with it.

SuBUNREEKA RIVER (‘Suvarna Reka, with golden sands. )——Thxs river has its
source in the province of Bahar, district of Chuta Nagpoor, whence it flows in
a south-easterly direction, until, after a winding course of about 250 miles, it
falls into the bay of Bengal. For many years prior to the conquest of Bengal
by the British, this river had formed the southern boundary of that soubah
under the different native governments, and continued to mark the boundary
until 1803, when the acquisition of Cuttack brought the Bengal and Madras
-presidencies for the first time into contact.

SiNeBoom (Singha Bhuma, the land of lions).—A town in the province of
Orissa, governed by a Raja, independent within his own territories, but under
political subordination to the British government. It is bounded on three sides
by the districts of Chuta Nagpoor, Midnapoor, and Mohurbunge; and on the
south by that of Kunjeur. The zemindars in this and other districts on the
frontiers of Midnapoor, were formerly many of them robbers by trade, kept
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robbers in their pay, and have still a hankering after their old profession.
While tributary to the Maharattas, they were under no external controul, and
were, at home, magistrates, with unlimited powers of life and death, and accus-
tomed to make predatory inroads on British territories. The town of Singboom
stands in lat. 22° 31° N. leng. 85° 40’ E. 105 miles W. from Midnapoor, and
notwithstanding the etymology of the name of the pergunnah, it is notorious
that there never was a lion seen within its limits.

Kunseur (Kunjhar ).—This enormous zemindary is situated about 70 miles
north by west from the town 6f Cuttack, and is said to extend 182 from north
to south, and 125 from east to west, but these are probably the extremes. In
1803, the Raja of Kunjeur was a powerful chieftain, and was always considered
independent of the Maharatta power, although prior to 1803 he rented from the
Nagpoor state a considerable portion of Cuttack. The recorded proprietor in
1815 was named Jonardhan Bhunj, and the tribute he then paid to the British
government, 2790 rupees per annum, after which it was supposed he would
have a clear revenue remaining of about 30,000 rupees per annum ; a very small
sum for so immense a surface, producing rice, sugar-cane, cotton, timber, fuel,
salt, tar, gums, wax, iron, and honey. Most of the iron exported from Balasore
to Calcutta is procured in' this district, which is also .fertilized by several
streams, but a great proportion of it continues waste, desolate, and covered
with jungle. The town of Kunjeur stands in lat. 21° 31" N. long. 85° 32" E. 92
miles N. N. W. from Cuttack.—( Richardson, &c. &c. &c.) ~

OcurrAPOORA (Agurupura).—A town in Orissa, 77 miles N. N. W. from
Cuttack. Lat. 21° 21’ N. long. 85° 24’ E.

ANDAPOORGHUR.—A town in the Orissa province, 48 miles west from Ba.la-
sore. Lat.21° 34’ N. long. 86° 5" E. -

MouurBuNGE.—This zemindary is bounded on the north by the district of
Midnapoor; on the east by that of Balasore; on the south by the tributary
estate of Neelgur; and on the west by the Gond mountains. - In extreme
length the territory extends 150 miles, and in breadth 100; but the area is
much less than the amount indicated by these dimensions. It is but thinly
peopled, indifferently cultivated, and much infested by wild elephants, which
frequently destroy the crops. The hills yield timber of various sizes, which is
floated down to Balasore and other ports. Iron, dammer, and lac, are procured
in considerable quantities, and the country is susceptible of much improvement.
It had suffered greatly by the predatory incursions of the neighbouring chiefs,
while subordinate to the Maharattas, to which power the estate paid a tribute

of 6000 rupees per annum; but the Raja was then allowed to collect a tax on
F2
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on pilgrims going to Juggernauth, which has since the British conquest been
_ abolished.

The principal articles produced and manufactured in this territory are, rice,
timber of all sorts, dammer, oil, lac, bows, arrows, and spears ; a small quantity
of each being exported. ~The revenue accruing to the proprietor has been esti-
mated at from 40 to 50,000 rupees per annum. Where no battles are fought,
and the natives remain unmolested by military exactions, and where the zemin-
dar, or his agent, remain unchanged, the lands of the Maharatta districts in the
neighbourhood of Midnapoor are in a state of high cultivation, and the popula-
tion is equal, frequently superior, to that of the British districts. One cause
which tends to increase the population of a well superintended Maharatta
estate, is the constant accession of numbers by emigration from the neighbour-
ing countries. It is the interest of the proprietor of a zemindary to take as
much care of his cultivators as a farmer does of his cattle, and that is sufficient
to promote their increase. The peasantry in the Company’s territories enjoy
the degree of security essential to their increase, which is not the case with the
far greater portion of the Maharatta country ; vast tracts of which are desolate,
famines frequent, and the population diminishing.

The principal towns in this subdivision of Orissa, are Harriorpoor and Bus-
tar. It is not traversed by any large river, but several small hill streams flow
through it to the Bay of Bengal. This zemindary was formerly of greater ex-
tent, but was much curtailed by the Maharattas, who separated Balasore and
other tracts of country from it. During the Maharatta sway, it was a depen-
dancy on Cuttack, but paid also an inconsiderable tribute to the British govern-
ment, on account of some lands in Midnapoor, north of the Subunreeka river.
By the arrangements of 1803, the chief of this territory was exempted from
the tribute he had paid to the Maharattas, and had his estates guaranteed to
him, on condition of his faithfully fulfilling his duty as a tributary to the British
government. The fixed tribute paid on this account is sufficiently moderate,
being only 1001 rupees per annum.

In 1814, a charge of murder was pi‘eferred against Trebikram Bhunje, the
person in possession of the tributary zemindary of Mohurbunge. As the zemin-
dary was then exempted from the operation of the British laws and regulations,
considerable difficulty arose in determining the nature and degree of the punish-
ment to be inflicted, had the zemindar been fully convicted of the crime; but
the result was, that although strong suspicion attached to-him, the evidence
was not such as satisfactorily to substantiate the accusation.—(Sir Henry
Strachey, Richardson, J. Grant, 1st Register, &c. &c.)
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Harriorroor (‘Hariharapura)—The capital of the large zemindary of Mo-
hurbunge, and residence of the zemindar. It is situated in lat. 21° 51’ N. long.
86° 42" E. 28 miles N. by W. from Balasore. ‘

BavLasore ( Valeswara).—A town in the province of Orissa, situated on the
south side of the Booree Bellaun river. Lat. 21° 32° N. long. 86° 56’ E. 125
miles S. W. from Calcutta. The town and factory of Balasore are situated in
a flat country. The river is deep, but narrow; its banks marshy, with a shal-
low bar at its mouth, but at spring tides passable for vessels drawing not more
than 14 feet water. It was formerly a flourishing town, but the manufacture of
Sanaes cloths is very much fallen off both in quantity and quality. At avery
early period of European intercourse with India, the Portugueze, Dutch, and
English, had factories here, and it is still noted for maritime transactions. The
native vessels from Balasore and Cuttack, which carry most of the grain from
Bengal to Madras, are of a very superior description to other native vessels
employed on this coast. After having made one voyage to Madras, they usually
return for a second cargo, which they generally land there in the latter end of
April, or beginning of May. They afterwards proceed to Coringa, which is a
favourable fort, both for obtaining repairs, and cargoes of salt to Bengal. Pilots
for the Calcutta river are procured in Balasore roads.

On the 29th of November, 1688, during a rupture between the East India
Company and Aurengzebe, Captain Heath landed a body of troops and seamen,
attacked and took a battery of 30 pieces of cannon, and plundered the town of
Balasore. The English factory was burned by the governor, and the Company’s
servants carried prisoners up the country, from whence it does not appear that

" they ever returned. On the breaking out of the war with the Nagpoor Maha-
rattas in 1803, an expedition was dispatched against this place, when the troops
and stores were conveyed in vessels to within four miles of the town, where
they were landed, and the fort and factory captured after a long contest, but
with little loss on the part of the assailants. They have ever since remained
attached to the Bengal presidency, and with other pergunnahs form the northern
division of the Cuttack jurisdiction. The travelling distance from Calcutta to
Balasore is 141 miles.—('1st Register, Leckie, Bruce, &c. &c. &c.)

Neercur (Nila Ghara, the Blue House).—This was formerly the chief town
of a zemindary, separated by the Maharattas from the Raja of Mohurbunge’s
territories, and communicates its name to the range of hills which extend to the
west of Midnapoor. Lat. 21° 30’ N. long. 86° 47" E. 11 miles west from Bala-
sore. In extreme dimensions, this zemindary is about 20 miles from north to
'south, and 18 from east to west. The amount of the tribute paid to the British
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government, is 3656 rupees ; the estimated gain to the proprietor, 19,000 rupees.
There are eight ghurs, or zemindaries, dependent on Neelgur, situated among
the neighbouring hills. The revenue, during the Maharatta government, arose
chiefly from a tax on 'pilgtims and merchants passing through the country. In
the Neelgur hills, at a-short distance from Balasore, there is abundance of iron
ore found, of the description named bog ore ; the other articles of produce are
rice, sugar-cane, bees-wax, oil, and timber, mostly all exported from Balasore.
(Richardson, 1st Register, &c. &c. &c.)

- Buppauck ( Vadarica).—This place is situated on the north bank of the
Cowah, or Solundee river, which at one season of the year is here 300 yards
broad, and at another, fordable. Lat.21°7 N. long. 86° 26" E. 38 miles S.S.W.
from Balasore. From this part of Orissa, come most of the people termed in
Calcutta, Balasore bearers.—('1st Register, &c.)

THE DISTRICT OF CUTTACK (Catac).

The tract of country subordinate to the jurisdiction of Cuttack, is very great,
extending in length from the frontiers of the Ganjam district south, to the river
Subunreeka north, 180 miles, by an average breadth from the sea inland of 110
miles ; but the territory of -Cuttack Proper is of much less extent, being princi-
pally comprised between the Chilka lake and the river Sollundee, with an unde-
fined boundary to the west. What follows, however, may be considered as ap-
plying to the district generally, and in its greatest dimensions, under which
point of view it is bounded on the N." E. by Bengal; on the S. W. by the
Northern Circars ; to the east it has the bay of Bengal ; and on the west various
petty native states, formerly tributary to the Nagpoor Maharattas.’ In its geo-
graphical position consists the importance of Cuttack connecting as it does
the Bengal presidency with that of Madras, and thereby placing the whole
range of the western side of the bay of Bengal within the controul of the British
government. a

The aspect of the country on the sea coast, and to the westward of it for
about 20 miles, is low, covered with wood, and totally inundated by the sea at
spring tides, and into this extent of swamp and forest, the numerous rivers from
the interior discharge their waters through many channels, resembling in fact,

- although not in shape, the Deltas of Bengal and Egypt. About 20 miles from
the shore, the country rises considerably, with a dry and fertile soil; and about
20 miles further inland, it swells into hills, mostly covered with trees, some of
a resinous nature, and others valuable for the purposes of cabinet work and
dyeing. The wood produced on the sea coast is chiefly the soondry, from which



CUTTACK.] OF ORISSA. 39

wood oil is extracted, and the janool. The whole of these forests are much in-
fested by wild beasts, especially leopards, which, during the marches of the
British troops in 1803, devoured many of the sentinels.

The periodical rains do not commence here so early as in Bengal, and are light
in comparison, until September, when the rivers rise and overflow their banks;
in November the clouds are dispersed, and the weather serene and settled The
thermometer at any season of the year is seldom below 60°. In February and
part of March, dense mists are frequent in the morning, continuing until near
noon, and followed by clear evenings and nights. Hot winds prevail in April,
May and June, when the summer heats are very oppressive, especially in tents
and temporary erections; but this hot season is frequently refreshed by tremen-
dous hurricanes of thunder, lightning, and rain. This district is still but im-
perfectly explored, but what is known exhibits a great ‘variety of produce and
soil. The last on the sea coast is mostly alluvial and soft loam, in some parts
sandy. A valuable manufacture of salt is carried on along the whole margin of
the bay; further inland, rice of different kinds is raised, with many other va-
tieties of grain, pulse, aromatic roots and spices, dyeing drugs, sugar-cane ; and
in the hilly tracts, Indian corn, and wheat. These hills contain several kinds of
granite, and also a species of schistus from which good slates might be made.
In some parts iron ore is found, and in others gold dust is collected from the
beds of the mountain torrents. When the rivers are filled by the periodical
rains, many kinds of valuable timber, including teak, are floated down ; but the
forests are singularly deleterious, and can only be explored during the months
of April and May, when the exhalations and coqéequential forest ague are least
noxious. In some spots of these hills, the orange clove is found in great perfec-
tion. The banks of the rivers are extremely picturesque ; and their waters, as
well as those of the adjacent sea, abound with fish. Both the flat country and
the hills swarm with every species of game, including many carnivorous and
ferocious animals, besides a plentiful assortmment of snakes, vermin, and reptiles,
with and without stings—innocent and poisonous. .

Under the ancient Hindoo governments, it is probable the Raja and priests of
Juggernauth had great influence ; but the territory appears to have been always
much partitioned among petty native chiefs, subordinate to no regular head. It
was invaded at an early period by the Mahommedans, but never reduced to
subjection until it was conquered by the Maharattas in 1738, nor even then
could it be said to be completely under subjection, according to the European
sense of the word ; with them, however, it ;emained until 1803, when it was
conquered by the British, after a feeble resistance.

Subsequent to the expulsion of the Maharattas, considerable tracts of land
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remained to be settled, appertaining to tributary Rajas, who professed submis-
sion but tendered no tribute. Among these was the Juggernauth, or Khoordah
Raja, who continued to assert his claim to some estates situated between the
town of -Cuttack and Juggernauth, of which he endeavoured to obtain posses-
sion by force; and on being opposed laid waste all the adjoining country with
fire and sword. The. British government, on this occasion, endeavoured to
accommodate matters with the most patient forbearance, until November, 1804,
when the cruelties perpetrated by the Raja’s officers on prisoners, and the muti-
lating of sepoys, compelled-it to undertake his effectual reduction, and the same
time to establish subordination among the other petty chiefs. The sanctity of
the Raja’s character, together with the extreme veneration in which he is held
by the natives of Orissa, rendered it difficult to proceed on the occasion, although
on similar emergencies, the Maharattas had never used the slightest ceremony.
When these occurred they never hesitated to seize his temporal property, by
levying a heavy annual tribute, and realizing from the temple the greatest possi-
ble pecuniary profit. With these independent chieftains it had ever been a
practice, never to pay any tribute until compelled by force; generally after
being worsted in battle, which caused such incestant warfare that military
adventurers resorted to Cuttack from all parts of Hindostan, and there acquired
lands and a settlement, particularly a colony of Seiks, for military service.

To check the depredations of the Khoordah Raja and his subjects, the Maha-
rattas had built a stone fort at Sarunghur, on the skirts of his woods, four miles
S. W. of Cuttack town, which had never been occupied by the Bfitish troops,
the situation being considered so extremely ill chosen; but in consequence of
the Raja’s contumacy it became necessary to secure it. A force of nearly 7000
men, regular and irregular, was also marched in various directions to attack the
Raja’s army, then posted at Khoordahghur, and amounting by report to 20,000,
consisting partly of foreign mercenaries mostly foot, and the remainder Ooreas,
an athletic hardy race, indifferently armed, but when firmly attached not defi-
cient in personal bravery or resolution. After a variety of operations in a most
~ impervious and difficult country, the Raja’s army was dispersed and Khoor-
dahghur captured; but such was the adhesion of the natives to the Raja’s
family, that to restore tranquillity while he remained at large was found imprac-
ticable. Several spirited and well-arranged efforts to catch him did not succeed,
but at length, being alarmed by a proclamation issued for his apprehension, he
opened a communication from his concealment, and a confidential officer being
dispatched in a remote and jungly part of the country, Raja Muckund Deo,
then (1804) eighteen years of age, was delivered into his custody, before whom,

<
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as he passed to the camp, the inhabitants of the ‘adjacent districts came forth
and prostrated themselves in humble adoration.

Military operations having for the time in this manner terminated, the British
government proceeded to investigate the condition of their new acquisition, which
was found to be distinguished from those of the Bengal districts by five peculiar
cirucmstances, viz.—

1. The comparatively short period during which it had been possessed

2. The unsettled state of the land revenue, involving as it did many important
claims on the part of individuals, to the immediate possessxon and management
of their estates.

3. The'celebrated temple of Juggemauth an institution strongly affecting the
religious feelings of the Hindoos on the one side, and the character of the Bri-
tish government on the other. |

4. The tributary chiefs whose estates and persons are exempted from the
operation of the general regulations, but who pay a fixed annual revenue to
government.

5. The very extensive scale on which the embankments are repalred and
consequently the heavy expense to which government is subjected.

The Mogulbundee, or that portion of Cuttack paying revenue to government,
and the rents of which are not yet fixed, is distributed into 83 pergunnahs or re-
venue divisions, of different and capricious magnitudes. The total amount of the
Cuttack revenue termed Mogulbundee is 1,363,668 rupees. The estimated mea-
surement of the assessed lands in cultivation and arable, is only 1,200,220 begahs;
the number of estates 2349 ; and of inhabitants 737,922, of which number only
21,932 are Mahommedans. The tributary estates, their annual payments to the
revenue, and extreme dimensions, are given below, and those not subject to the
British laws and regulations are marked with an asterisk (*). '

List of the 29 Ghurjaut or Tributary Estates.

Dimensions. Tribute.
Mohurbunge. . . . 1560 milesby100 . . . . 1,001rupees perannum,
Kuka -. . . . . 75 by 50 . . . . .19,132
*Autghur - - . . 15 by 12 . . . ., . 6848 "
Marickpoor - . - . 9 by 6 . . ... . 3120
Aul . . . . . . 20 by 10 . . . . .26680
*Deknal . . . . . 112 by 87 . . . . . 4780
*Bankee . . . . . 30 by 25 . . . . . 4162
*Khandeahpurah . . . 25 by 12 . . . . . 3,948
*Jenmoo .-« .17 by 9 . . . . . .62
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*Neyaghur . . . . 75milesby25 . . . . . 5,179rupeesperannum.
*Nursingpoor . . ~

*Neelgur T X 1
*Ongologur . . . .126 by 10 . . . . . 1550
*Hindole . . . . . 17 by 12 . . . . . 516
Koorjung . . . . . 50 by 25 . . . . . 7,034
Harrespoor . . . . 8 by & . . . . . 34,083
Sookundah . . . . 8 by 5 . . . . . 1,272
*Koonjeur . . . . 182 by 125 . . . . . 2,790
Muddoopoor . . . 156 by 13 . . . . . 5813
Chedra . . . . . 3 by 2% . . . . . 2134
Demparah. . . . . 7 by &5 . . . . . 776
Durpun . . . . . 16 by 13 . . . . . 6,853
PuttooDumparah . . . . . . . . . . . . 145
*Runpoor . . . . . 156 by 10 . . . . . L3I3
*Talchere . . . . . 156 by 156 . . . . . 974
*Tegrah . ... . . 13 by 12 . . . . . 826
Burmba . . . . . 12 by 8 . . . . . 1310
Bissenpoor . . . . 5 by 3 . . . . . 1740
Kulkulla. . . . . 1! by 1 123

The annual demand on the above 29 zemindaries is fixed at the above sums.
The sum total annually accruing to the British government, from this source,
amounts to 118,687 rupees; the supposed surplus of clear profit remaining to
the landholders is estimated at 525,250 rupees, which is a mere trifle considering
the immense tract of country from which it is derived. All these tributary
zemindars assume the title of Raja inr their respective territories, and admit each
others claim to that dignity. They also exhibit the insignia, go abroad with
the retinue, and observe the forms and state of independent princes, according
-as their income suffices for covering the consequent expenditure.

Some of the principal zemindars, to the number of 16, are at present exempted
from the operation of the British regulations; the remaining 13 are within the
jurisdiction of the laws. The exemption of the first 16, from the operation of
the Bengal code, was not founded on any claim which the proprietors of these
tributary estates had to the exercise of independent authority, on the contrary,
it originated entirely from the opinion that was entertained of the barbarous
and uncultivated manners of these zemindars and their subjects, combined with
the impervious nature of the country, consisting mostly of hills and jungles,
which local circumstances would have rendered it extremely difficult to execute
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any process of the courts of judicature, or to enforce the orders of the public
functionaries. The continuance, therefore, of these estates in their existing con-
dition, became a mere question of expediency, there being nothing in the nature
of the connection of the British government and the proprietors, which pre-
cluded the former from placing the latter under the ordinary jurisdiction of the
civil and criminal courts, leaving the land-tax which has been fixed in perpetuity,
unaltered. Experience, however, has demonstrated, that the liberality of this
arrangement has not exempted it from much inconvenience and embarrassment.
On the contrary, the tribes thus left to their own guidance have habitually
addicted themselves to the perpetration of crimes of the blackest dye, and the
zemindars, who ought to have been the conservators of the public peace, and
distributors of justice, have been the very persons most suspected of these atro-
cities, more especially of assassinations committed for the purpose of usurping
estates, and acts of extreme cruelty exercised on the persons of their tenants.
The Bengal government, however, not being prepared to extend the regula-
tion generally to those estates, which without an efficient police might tend
rather to aggravate than alleviate the sufferings of the inhabitants, determined to
appoint a special officer to controul the conduct of the Rajas; both to serve as a
check on their proceedings, and with the view of obtaining an accurate know-
ledge of the country, a nécessary step towards the introduction of an improved
system of administration. It was expected that the general prosperity of the
district, which before this had been sacrificed to a too rigid system of economy,
would be promoted by the arrangement, and the advantages to arise would more
than counterpoise the small additional expense with which it would be attended.
A superintendant of the tributary estates was accordingly appointed, and in-
vested with a general controul over the conduct of the proprietors; but not-
withstanding the importance attached by government to the tranquillity of this
district and the selection of the ablest functionaries, its prosperity has not
advanced so rapidly as might have been expected from the pure and liberal
principles by which the arrangements were dictated. ,
A great outlay is annually necessary in Cuttack, for the purpose of keeping
the embankments in good order; the expense incurred by government on this
account, in 1814, having amounted to 40,514 rupees. Some of the principal
embankments, especially that at the town of Cuttack are indispensable; but the
utility of many of the inferior ones is by no means equivalent to the disburse-
‘ments they involve. More than one fourth of the circulation of the district is
carried on by cowries ; copper one tenth, gold one-fortieth and silver three-fifths.
Formerly, the revenue was calculated in cowries, and annual importations of -
these shells are still made from the Maldives in return for grain exported. The
¢ 2
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pilgrims bring a great deal of bullion, but much is also sent to Calcutta. In 1813,
no instance of gang-robbery occurred in this district, and the number of affrays
and murders ascertained to have been committed was considerablyless than that
of the preceding year. In the year above mentioned, the gross tax on pilgrims
produced 170,000 rupees, but this is not all clear gain, a great proportion being
expended in the current expenses of the temple and its establishment. The
tract of country between the Byturnee nullah and the Ganjam river, extending
about 10 miles on each side of the temple to the north and south, is the holy
land of Juggernauth. The inhabitants of this portion of territory are exempted
from the taxes which the Hindoos pay for access to the town and temple, except
during the Ruth and Dole Jattries, when they are liable to a small tax. They -
found their claim to exemption on some sacred texts and immemorial usage. In
A.D. 1817, the tranquillity of Cuttack was greatly disturbed by an insurrection
of the Pykes (the ancient militia of the country) instigated by the Khoordah
Raja and his minister Jugoobundoo, who, although defeated in every rencounter,
were enabled by the local difficulties of access to carry on a protracted warfare,
which can scarcely yet be said to be thoroughly concluded. These commotions
were also in part ascribable to the too hasty introduction of the British revenue
and judicial system, among a people in no respect prepared for its reception,
and notwithstanding the insignificance of the insurgents and their total want of
military resources, the loss of valuable troops and officers has been enormous,
the climate effecting what the natives were themselves unable to accomplish.-—
(Asiatic Journal, Richardson, Pablic MS. Documents, The Marquzs of Hastings,
Parliamentary Reports, &c. &c. &c.)
Currack.—The capital of the preceding district, situated in lat. 20° 27°N.
~ long. 86° 5 E. 251 miles travelling distance S. W. from Calcutta. This town
is built on a neck of land washed by two branches of the Mahanuddy river,
which diverge about three miles to the westward of the city, and in the rainy
season insulate it. Near Cuttack the Mahanuddy during the rains is about two
- .miles from bank to bank, but in the dry season it is fordable with less than three
feet of water. At this station there are large and solid embankments, mostly
faced with cut stone, having a descent of steps to the water, which are essential
to the preservation of the town of Cuttack and the military cantonments, both
of which would otherwise be annually inundated. It is said that the Cutjoury,
which passes the south side of the town, and Mahanuddy, which passes the
-north side, have been ascertained to rise during great floods eight feet above the
level of the town. The town is tolerably néat and regular, and the roads ad-
jacent keptin good repair by the magistrates. An officer who was present at its
capture from the Maharattas, in 1803, then estimated its inhabitants at 100,000
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souls, but this number appears out of all proportion to the population of the
district, and its existing condition while under the Maharatta government. The
fort named Barrabuttee stands abouta mile N. W. from Cuttack. Travelling dis-
tance from Nagpoor 482 miles; from Hyderabad 651 ; from Madras 779; and
from Delhi 902 miles.—( Richardson, Rennell, Upton, &c. &c:)

BarraBuTTEE:—This fortress is of a rectangular form, containing an area of
about 80 acres, surrounded by a ditch 130 feet wide, 20 deep, filled from the
river Mahanuddy, and inhabited by a numerous and ancient stock of alligators.
When captured in 1803, the area was enclosed by double stone walls of various
dimensions, and a large square cavalier in the centre, considerably elevated, so
as to command the adjoining country. The garrison was reported to consist
.of 2000 men, mostly Seiks and Arabs, with about 20 pieces of bad ordnance
mounted on the walls. It was stormed by a British detachment from Bengal in
the most gallant manner, and taken with little loss, but, as generally happens on
similar occasions, the treasure escaped.—('Asiatic Journal, Leckie, Upton, &c.)

MasANUDDY (Maha Nadi, the great river ).—This river has its source in the
province of Gundwana, but the exact spot has not been ascertained, that por-
tion of Hindostan being as yet but very imperfectly explored. It is first disco-
vered in the neighbourhood of Kyraghur, from whence it flows east towards the
bay of Bengal, with an uncommonly winding course, watering many wild Gond
jungles, Sumbhulpoor, and part of Orissa, until it arrives in the district of Cut-
tack, where it is augmented by various streams, and at last reaches the sea, after
having performed a course of about 550 miles, including the windings.

About three miles to the westward of Cuttack town, the Cutjoura branch,
separating from the Mahanuddy, flows to the southward of the town, while the
Mahanuddy passing under the fort of Barrabuttee to the north, bends its course
to the bay of Bengal, which it joins at False Point, having insulated a consider-
able tract of country in the shape of a Delta.—( Leckie, Blunt, &c. &c.)

BurruaH (Bharwa).—A town in Orissa, 27 miles N. N. E. from Cuttack. Lat.
20°45' N. long. 86° 21’ E.

CauragANDY.—A town in Orissa, 95 miles S. by W. from Sumbhulpoor.
Lat. 19° 49’ N. long. 83° 12’ E.

JEGREDERPOOR (Jaghirdarpur).—A town in the Orissa, 20 miles south from
Bustar. Lat. 19° 14" N. long: 82°28 E. Under this town a considerable river
runs named the Inderowty (Indravaty), the bed of which at this place is very
rocky, and not fordable at any time of the year. There is a small fort on a
peninsula formed by the winding of the river, which in the rainy season over-
flows its banks, and forms a lake of considerable dimensions.—(J. B. Blunt, &c.)
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‘NarrAH ((Naralaya).—A town in Orissa, 37 mlles E. from Bustar. Lat.19°
37 N. long.83°2'E.

Jyaroor.—A town in Orissa, 70 miles N. W. from Vizagapatam. Lat. 18°.25’
N. long. 82° 43" E.

AuL.—A town in the province of Orissa, district of Cuttack, 50 miles from
the town of Cuttack in a north-east direction. The tribute paid by the pro-
prietor is 26,680 rupees; his remaining profit estimated at 15,000. This is a
valuable property, and, although only tributary, is situated within the Mogul-
bundee, or that part of the district subject to the British regulations. In ex-
treme dimensions it is reckoned 20 miles from north to south, and 10 from east
to west.—( Richardson, &c.)

Jaceroor (Jehajpoor).—A town in the Cuttack district, 35 miles N. N.E.
from the town of that name. Lat. 20°52" N. long. 86° 24’ E. It stands on the
south side of the Byturnee river, which is here in the rains nearly half a mile
broad. This is a large straggling town, in which a good deal of cloth is made.
During the Mogul government, it was a place of importance, and the remains of
several Mahommedan edifices are still visible. The mosque was built by Abou
Hassir Khan, who, in an inscription, is very extravagantin the praises of his own
mosque, although it is remarkably ill proportioned, having a large dome and
small pillars. The country around is much intersected with small rivers and
water courses.

The principality of Jagepoor in Orissa was invaded by Toghan Khan, the
Mahommedan governor of Bengal, in A. D. 1243, at which period it appears to
have been a state of some strength, as the Raja not only defeated Toghan Khan,
but pursued him into Bengal, where he besieged Gour, the metropolis. The
approach of reinforcements from Oude compelled him subsequently to retreat.
The Mahommedans were again totally defeated by the Raja of Jagepoor in 1253.
There is norecord at what time this place fell finally under the domination of the
Mahommedans, who possessed it until expelled by the Maharattas.—( Leckie,
Stewart, Upton, &c.)

Kunka.—A town in the province of Orissa, district of Cuttack, 80 miles
N. E. from the town of Cuttack. This is the capital of one of the tributary
estates in Cuttack subject to the British regulations, the exact limits of which
have never been ascertained, but which have been roughly estimated at 75 miles -
from north to south, by 50 from east to west. Prior to the acquisition of Cut-
tack by the British, the Raja of Kunka, who possessed this inundated and un-
healthy tract of country, had long baffled the Maharatta generals in all their
attempts to subdue to him. The Maharattas had been accustomed to embark
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troops and artillery on large uawieldy flat bostomed boats, unmanageable in
large streams or near the sea, in consequence of ‘which, their ill-constructed
fleets always fell a prey to the Raja’s light armed vessels, which were long, nar-
row, with barricadoes to cover the men, and some of them having 100 paddles
or oars. When these squadrons met, the Ooria boats moved quickly round the
heavy Maharatta armada, and picked off the men with their matchlocks, until
the remainder were compelled to surrender, when they were carried into a cap-
tivity from whence they seldom returned, the pernicious atmosphere of these
morasses permitting none to live but the aborigines.

On this account the Kunka chief and his country were viewed with vast horror
by the Maharattas, and when Cuttack devolved to the British government, its
subjugation presented a task of real difficulty, as square rigged vessels could
navigate but few of the shallow rivers at ebb tide, and the Ooreas were very
expert at stockading both their country and streams. The perseverance and
determination, however, of the British commander overcame every obstacle, and
having, by a well concerted enterprise, in March 1805, captured some of the
Kunka Raja’s boats, a detachment made their way in them to Kunkagur, which
so staggered the chieftain’s fortitude, that he came out and surrendered, and
with this operation, and not before, the conquest of Cuttack may be said to have
terminated. At present the annual tribute paid to the British government is
19,132 rupees, and the estimated revenue enjoyed by the proprietor, one lack.
This territory produces rice, and salt in large quantities; also some sugar cane,
cotton, honey, and wax.—('Asiatic Journal, Richardson, &c. &c.)

Pornt PaLMirAas.—A small town and promontory in the province of Orissa,
district of Cuttack. Lat. 20° 43" N. long. 87° 5 E. In favourable weather,
Bengal pilot schooners for the river Hooghly are frequently met with as soon as
this cape is passed.

DexNaLL (Dakshin Alay, the southern residence).—The capital of a tributary
zemindary in the province of Cuttack, 40 miles N. N. W. from the town of
Cuttack. Lat. 20° 58’ N. long. 85° 48’ E. The extreme dimensions of this
zemindary are 112 miles from east to west, and 87 from north to south ; 'the
produce consists of rice, cotton, sugar cane, timber, dammer, iron, honey, and
wax. The annual tribute paid into the Cuttack treasury is 4780 rupees; the
estimated profit remaining to the zemindar 50,000 rupees.

In 1814, charges were preferred by several persons against Krishna Singh, the
Raja of Deknall for excesses and injustice committed on their persons and pro-
perty. The situation of the parties and their exemption from the operation of
the British laws and regulations, although the outrages alleged were fully sub-
stantiated, prevented the interference of the magistrate further than to levy a
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fine on the Raja, to make adequate compensation for the amount of the property
plundered, in hopes that the example would have a salutary effect, until a bet-
ter police could be established. No regular system of judicature, however, has
yet been established in the tributary estates, defining the nature or degree of
punishment for public misdemeanors. The prior Raja of Deknall was Ramchunder
Singh, the father of Krishna Singh.—( Richardson, &c. &c.) _

BaMracHUR.—A town in the Orissa province, 80 miles N. W. from Cuttack.
Lat. 21° 8'N. long. 85° 2'E. To the south of this place are some iron mines
and forges.

Avurenur.—This place stands in the midst of a wild and woody country,
about 14 miles N. W. from the town of Cuttack. On the north it is bounded by
the tributary state of Durpun, and on the west by the fortress of Tigria. Owing
to the quantity and density of the jungle, the country is reckoned very un-
bealthy, and its extreme dimensions are 15 miles east to west, by 12 from north
to south. The annual tribute paid by the zemindar is 6868; the total produce
in its present state is only estimated at 19,000 rupees per annum. The articles

produced are rice and various sorts of grain, tobacco, cotton, sugar cane and oil,’

(Richardson, &c.)

NarsiNcaH.—A town in Orissa, 60 mlles W. by N. from Cuttack. Lat. 20°
37" N.85° 11 E.

OxnGoLoGuR (Angula-ghar).—The capital of a large zemindary in the Cut-
tack district, situated 59 miles W. from the town of Cuttack. Lat. 20°32" N.
long. 85° 11" E. This territory is bounded on the north by the Brahminy river ;
on the east by the hereditary state of Talchere, and in extreme dimensions is
125 miles from north to south by 10 from east to west. This tract produces rice
and most of the common Indian grains, also cotton, oil, wax, honey, iron, and
timber. The proprietor collects annually about 10,000 rupees, from a tax levied
at Pergurparah Ghaut, on all merchandize passing that road. The annual tri-
bute of the zemindary attached to this place is 1550 rupees ; the estimated profit
of the zemindar 25,000. Much of the country is still in a state of nature, and
covered with jungle.

In 1814, the succession to this tributary zemindary was disputed by two
elaimants, Loknauth Singh and Prithee Singh, as heirs to Zorawar Singh. Both
were strongly suspected of illegitimacy, which was established against the first ;
although his mother had burned herself with Zorawar Singh’s corpse, an honour
which would not have been allowed if she had been a slave; this painful dis-
tinction being reserved exclusively for persons of free birth. On the death of
Zorawar Singh, he was succeeded by his younger brother, Jeysingh, who held
the estate about three months, when Prithee Singh, his half-brother, murdered

Tl
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him and his three children, and took possession of the property. Aftera very
tedtous investigation, it was egtablished, that Prithee Singh had no legal title to
the estate, and that the rightful owner was Somnauth Singh (whose father Gopi-
nauth had been the elder brother of Prithee Singh), who was accordingly put
in possession, and recognized by the British functionaries as the legitimate heir.
( Richardson; Public MS. Documents, &c. &c¢.)

BaNkEE.—A town in the province of Cuttack, the capital of a tributary
zemindary, 30 miles west from the town of Cuttack. The extreme dimensions
of this estate from north to south are 30 miles, and 25 from east to west. The
produce consists of coarse rice, sugar- cane, cotton, oil, tobacco, amnd different
sorts of grain. The annoal tribute paid to government is 4}62; the supposed
profit of the zemindar 20,000 rupees.

Knroorpas.—The Khoordah Raja is heredltary high priest of Juggernauth,
and keeper of the idol’s wardrobe. Khoordahghur his residence, is situated about
20 miles S. W. of Cuttack, and 15 west of Piply. It is enclosed by & depth of
impervious forest to the extent of many miles, carefully trained to grow in &
close matting of the most thorny thickets, the only avenues to the interior being
through defiles strongly fortified. The principal entrance in 1804 was: from the
eastward, communicating with the road leading to Piply, which was also
strengthened in the native manner, and there were two other accessible en-
trances, one from the north-west, and the other from the west.

Soon after the conquest of Cuttack, this pergunnah became remarkable for 11:3
bastility to the British government, and at length became so turbulent, that to
preserve the tranquillity of the district, it became necessary to secure the person
of the Raja, Muckund Deo, then 18 years of age, and retain him in custody at
Midnapoor. For the accomplishment of this object, in 1804, three separdte at-
tacks were made on Khoordahghur; on which occasion, the route pursued by the
troops was along the banks of the Mahanuddy, through a picturesque country,
diversified by hill, dale, and water seenery. After penetrating, with much phy-
sical difficulty but little loss, through a great depth of forest, the detachment
reached a vale of an oval form, about three miles long by two in width, the
whole under rice cultivation, and ready for reaping. This vale contained also
a mangoe grove and neat village ; but the Raja resided on a hill'at the south end,
the approach to which was strongly stockaded and fortified with several barriers,
aad a well constructed stone wall surrounding a portion of the summit, within
which dwelt the Raja and his family, with their principal officers and domestics.
By a series of well concerted operations, the whole multitude were here pent
wp, and a scarcity of provisions ensuing; a great proportion of them dispersed
by night, leaving only a grrison of 1000 men. After three weeks endeavours,
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rendered difficult by the complicated and unintelligible form of the enemy’s
works, the external defences were stormed under a heavy but ill-directed fire,
until at length the base of the stone wall and gateway were attained, leading
into the body of the place, on the summit of the hill. Another party which
had gone by a more circuitous route, having got over the wall, proceeded to the
gateway, and let in the rest, when they all proceeded against the Raja’s dwel-
ling, he having recently fled through another gateway at the foot of the hill.
With this terminated the siege of Khoordahghur, but the troops being much ex-
hausted were unable to pursue, the Raja, however, a short time subsequent,
voluntarily came in and surrendered himself.

After all opposition had been in this manner subdued, the British government
with great liberality restored him to his functions in the temple, but to prevent
the recurrence of tumultand commotion, retained the management of the zemin-
dary of Khoordah, allowing him a commission on the revenues of 24 per cent.
In this state matters continued until 1817, in which year the lower classes and
pykes, or local militia of the pergunnah, stimulated, as was supposed, by Jug-
goo Bundoo, the Raja’s dewan, rose unexpectedly in rebellion; and being pro-
tected by the jungles, notwithstanding numberless checks wherever they could
be got at, continued for several months to keep the province in such a state of
ferment, that it became necessary to send for reinforcements from Bengal, and
also to secure the persons of the Raja and his son, which was accordingly done,
and they arrived at Cuttack, on the 11th June, 1817, from whence it was in-

- tended to forward them to Calcutta.—( Asiatic Journal, Public MS. Documents,

&c.)
"~ MaRrickPoOR.—A town in the province of Orissa, district of Cuttack, 40
miles S. E. from the town of Cuttack. The extreme dimensions of the zemin-
dary attached to this town, is reckoned nine miles from north to south, and six
from east to west. The produce consists of rice, salt, cotton, and sugar cane.
The tribute paid to government is 3120 rupees, the estimated prefit 29,000, of
which 4000 rupees are from salt.—( Richardson, &c.)

AHMEDPOOR.—A town in Orissa, 11 miles N. from Juggernauth. Lat. 19°

58 N. long. 85° 54" E.

PirLy (Pippali).—A town in Orissa, 27 miles south from Cuttack. Lat. 20°
5 N. long. 85° 68 E. '

JueGErRNAUTH (Jagatnatha).—A celebrated place of Hindoo worship on the
sea-coast of Orissa, district of Cuttack, esteemed the most sacred of all their-
religious establishments. Lat. 19° 49’ N. long. 85° 54" E. 47 miles S. by E. from
the town of Cuttack in a southerly direction, on the high road from thence to
Ganjam. The temple containing -the idol is an ill-formed shapeless mass of de-
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cayed granite, no way remarkable but as an object of Hindoo veneration, situ-
ated about one mile and a half from the shore. The country around is extremely.
sterile, the town and temple being encompassed by low sand hills. From the
sea the temple or pagoda forms an excellent land mark on a coast without any
discriminating object for navigators. It is surrounded by a large, populous,
filthy, ill built town, called Pooree, inhabited by a bad looking, sickly Hindoo.
population, composed mostly of the officiating priests, .and officers attached to
the various departments dependant on the idol. For ten miles in circumference
round the temple on the land side, taking the temple for the central point, and.
the sea shore for the chord, the space enclosed thereby is called the holy land of
Juggernauth, its sanctity being esteemed such, as to ensure future beatitude to
the Hindoo who dies within its bounds. By Abul Fazel in 1582, this place is
described as follows: ¢ In the town of Poorsottem, on the banks of the sea,.
stands the temple of Jagnauth, near to which are the tmages of Kishen, his bro--
ther, and their sister, made of sandal wood, which are said to be 4000 years old.”
With respect to the origin of this image we have the following legend narrated in
various mythological histories.

Angada, a hunter, while engaged in the chace, dlscharged an arrow, but
instead of hitting the prey for which it was intended, it pierced Krishna, who
happened to be sitting under a tree, so that he died, and some unknown person
having collected the bones of that incarnation, put them into a box. About this.
time a king named - Indradhumna was performing austere worship to Vishnu,
who directed him to form the image of Juggernauth, and to put the bones into
its belly, by the doing of which action he would obtain the fruit of his devotion.
The king asked who would make the image, and was told, Viswacarma, the
architect of the gods. To this deified mechanic he in consequence began to per-
form austere worship, which had such efficacy, that Viswacarma undertook to
finish the job in one month, provided he was not disturbed. He accordingly
commenced by building a temple upon an elevation called the blue mountain, in
Orissa, in the course of one night, and then began to form the image in the
temple but the king was impatient, and after 15 days went and looked at the
image, in conseguence of which Viswacarma refused to go on, and left it unfi-
nished. The king was much disconcerted, and in his distress offered up prayers
to Brahma, who told him, not to grieve too much, for he would make the image
famous even in its present imperfect shape. Being thus encouraged, King Indrad-
humna invited all the demi-gods to attend the setting of it up, on which occa-
sion Brahma gave it eyes, and by performing worship to it, established its fame.

According to report the original image now lies in a pool at Juggernauth
Kshetra, and it is also said that every third year the Brahmins construct a new
H2
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one, into which the bones of Krishna are removed, and that while performing
this exchange, the officiating Brahmin gcts with his eyes bandaged, lest the efful-
gence of the sacred relicts should strike him dead. The image exhibited at pre-
sent is a carved block of wood, having a frightful visage painted black, with a
distended mouth of a bloody colour, the eyes and head very large, without legs
or hands, and only fractions of arms; but at grand ceremonies he is supplied
with gold or silver arms. In the interior the attending Brahmins, bathe, wipe
him, and carry him about like the stump of a tree. The other two idols of his
brother and sister are of a white and yellow colour, and each have distinct places
allotted them within the temple.

The ruth, or car on which these divinities are elevated, 60 feet high, resembles
the general form of Hindoo pagodas, supported by very strong frames placed
on four or five rows of wheels, which deeply indent the ground as they taern
under their ponderous load. He is accompanied by two other idols, his brother
Bulram and his sister Shubudra, who sit on thrones, nearly of equal height. The
upper part of the cars are covered with English broad cloth, supplied by the
British government, and are striped red and white, blue and yellow, and deco-
rated with streamers and other ornaments. Both the walls of the temple and
sides of the machine are covered with indecent sculptures. During the Ruth
Jattra, the celebration of which varies from the middle of June-to the middle of
July, according to the lunar year, the three images are brought forth with much
ceremony and-uproar, and having mounted their carriage, the immense-machine is
pushed and dragged along, amidst the shouts and clamours of a prodigious mul-
titude, to what is called the idol's garden-house, or country residence, distant
from the temple only one mile and a half, but the motion is so slow, that
the getting over this space usually occupies three or four days. On these oeca-
sions scenes of great horror frequently occur, both from accident, and self-devo-
tion, under the wheels of the tower, which passing over the body of the victim
inflict instant death by crushing the body to pieces; and their bruised and
lacerated carcasses are frequently left exposed on the spot for many days after
their destruction. Superstition is here seen in its least disguised and most dis-
gusting form; the songs and gestures of the car drivers are indecent, and the
external paintings to the last degree obscene. Some of the latter may be attri-
buted to.the mystical allusions of Hindoo mythology, others to the inherent
beastliness of the people; some to the ‘incubation of a lazy and pampered
priesthood.

While the festival lasts, devotees and religious mendicants of all descriptions,
are seen in crowds endeavouring to stimulate the charity of the multitude, by a
great variety of ingenious, whimsical, and preposterous devices. Some remain
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all day with their head on the groand, and their feet in the air; others with
their bodies entirely covered with earth. Some cram their eyes with mud, and
their mouth with straw ; while others lie extended in a puddle of water. One
man is seen with his foot tied to his neck, another with a pot of fire on his belly;
a third enveloped with a net work of ropes. Nor are the officiating Brahmins
idle on these emergencies, on the contrary, all the resources of superstition and
priestcraft are brought into active operation, and every offering, from a sweet-
meat to a lack of rupees, grasped at with the most importunate rapacity.
At Juggernauth there are 13 annual festivals ; viz.

1. Chamadana . . . . A sweet-scented powder.
2. Spana. . . . . . The bathing festival.
3. Ruth . . . . . . The car festival.
4. Bahura . . . . . Ditto returning.
5.Shayama . . . . . Thelying down festival.
6.Janma . . . . . . The birth festival.
7. Kojugara . . . . . The waking festival.
8. Rasa .. . . . . . The Rasa festival.
9. Urana . . . . . . The warm clothing festival.
10. Abhishaca . . . . The anointing festival.
11. Macura . . . . . Asign of the zodiac festival.
12. Dola . . . . . . The swinging festival.
13. Rama Narami . . . Rama's birth-day festival.

Such Hindoos -as perform this pilgrimage contrive to arrive at four parti-
calar times, when the swinging, the sweet scented, the bathing, and the car
festivals take place; but much the greater number at the swinging and car fes-
tivals; some go and return immediately, while others sojourn for two or three
months.  After the preliminary ceremonies are gone through and the fees paid,
the pilgrim goes and looks at the image, he next bathes in the sea, and then’ re-
turning to the temple, purchases some rice which has been recently offered to
Juggernauth, and with it performs the obsequies of his deceased ancestors.
During his stay he attends the daily solemnities, and makes offerings through
the Brahmins of rice and other articles to Juggernauth. For payment, the offi-
ciating priests supply him with food ready dressed, which is particularly nutri-
tious, as having been first presented to Juggernauth, who eats (by proxy) 62
times each day. The penitent also feasts the Brahmins, and eats with all de-
scriptions of pilgrims, of whatever caste. Various reasons are assigned, and
stories told, all equally irrational, to account for the singular exception of per-
mitting an act to be done here, which performed anywhere else would render
the individual a miserable outcast.. All Hindoos eagerly accept whatever has
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been offered to an idol, hence it is common to observe flowers which have been
so offered stuck in their hair, and the water which has been offered to J ugger-
~ nauth is preserved and sipped occasionally as a cordial. The appellation of
- Juggernauth (Jagat Natha, lord of the world) is merely one of the 1000 names
of Vishnu, the presevering power, according to the Brahminical theology.

The concourse of pilgrims to this temple is so immense, that at 50 miles dis-
tance its approach may be known by the quantity of human bones which are
strewed by the way. Some old persons come to die at Juggernauth, and many
measure the distance by their length on the ground ; but besides these voluntary
sufferings, many endure great hardships both when travelling, and while they
reside here, from exposure to the weather, bad food and water, and other evils,
Many perish by dysentry, and the surrounding country abounds with sculls
and human bones; but the vicinity of Juggernauth to the sea, and the arid
nature of the soil, assist to prevent the contagion which would otherwise be
generated. When this object of their misplaced veneration is first perceived,
the multitude of pilgrims shout aloud, and fall to the ground to worship it.

A road from Calcutta, in the direction of Juggernauth, had long been an object
highly desirable, considered merely in respect to the reputed sanctity of the
temple ; it was, however, more essential in a military point of view, for the
purpose of affording a communication between the provinces immediately de-
pendant on Bengal, and the territories subject to the presidency of Madras. It
happened fortunately, that in 1810, Raja Sookmoy Roy, an opulent Hindoo
inhabitant of Calcutta, offered to contribute one lack and a half of rupees
(£16,000) towards the accomplishment of this object; the road when completed
to be designated by his pame. He died soon after the payment of the money.
into the treasury; but the undertaking has been prosecuted in conjunction with
his heirs. The line of this road runs from Juggernauth through the towns of
Cuttack, Balasore, Midnapoor, and Keerpoy, until it meets with the great
western military road, about 20 miles north from the place last mentioned,
comprehending a total distance of 290 miles. According to the original plan,
the average height of the road was intended to be six feet, by 42 broad at the
base, and 30 at the surface, but these measurements must vary according to the
localities ; in some places reaching to 30 feet high, and 80 broad. Between
Cuttack and Juggernauth a direct distance of 47 miles, no less than 27 stone
bridges are required, This road was began in 1813, and is still going on; but
with respect to the pilgrims, the merit of their peregrination being in proportion
to the hardships they sustain, every arrangement tending to render the holy
place more accessible, and their immediate sufferings less, in the same propor-
tion diminishes the merit of the pilgrimage, and nullifies the contemplated ex-
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piation. Raja Sookmoy Roy, in contributing so largely 'to the construction of
this road, was, of course, anxious to do a praise-worthy action, according to his
own opinions, without scrutinizing too closely what might eventually be its
result. But he was also perfectly sensible of the advantage that would be de-
rived from it by the British government, and so far his contribution may be
considered as a mark of respect and gratitude to that government, for the protec-
tion afforded to him and his countrymen generally ; more especially in matters
relating to their religious manners, customs, and sentiments.

In 1814, the Bengal government authorized the expenditure of a sum of
money, for the purpose of making certain alterations in the barrier to the bridge
over the Athara stream, the principal passage by which the pilgrims enter the
town of Juggernauth; which improvements were essentially necessary to pre-
vent the recurrence of serious casualties among the multitude. The old area
was too confined, and a great part of the space enclosed was occupied by a tank
full of putrid stagnant water. When a great concourse of pilgrims were col-
lected, this enclosure was entirely filled ; but the great damage occurred when
the two gates, both of moderate size, were thrown open. On this being done,
the enthusiastic crowd rushed with frantic haste to gain admission, regardless
of consequences; and in the fray, weaker persons, females, aged men, and chil-
dren, perished in considerable numbers. The improvements suggested for
enlarging the area, and augmenting the size and number of gates wege calculated
to preclude the recurrence of similar calamities, and also to enable the revenue
officers to collect the tax to the latest period, and with increased regularity. A
medical establishment of native doctors was also fixed at Juggernauth, to afford
assistance to sick and infirm pilgrims; it being discovered that an institution of
that description had subsisted during the domination of the Maharattas.

When the province of Cuttack was conquered from the Maharattas, the
British-government succeeded to all their rights as sovereigns, and consequently
to the revenue derived from the resort of Hindoo pilgrims to the temple of Jug-
gernauth : possession was accordingly taken of the town and temple on the
18th of September, 1803; the sacred will of the idol having been first ascer-
tained through the medium of the officiating priest. From the 1st of May,
1806, to the 30th of April, 1807, the sum realized here amounted to 117,490
rupees; the annual expenditure was about 56,000 rupees. To provide for this
expenditure, in addition to the established endowments, consisting of lands
and villages, an allowance of 20 per cent. on the net receipts arising from the
tax on pilgrims was granted by the British government. In 1810, the re-
ceipts. exceeded the disbursements on account of the temple, in the sum of
12,645 rupees. The Court of Directors in their remarks on this fact, dated the
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28th of Qctober, 1814, declare that they do not consider the tax on pilgrims as
a source of revenue, but merely as a fund for keeping the temple in repair. In
1813, the net receipts exceeded those of the preceding year in the sum of
30,876, arising from the greater number of pilgrims resorting to the temple. |
during that year ; this surplus was devoted to the improvement of the read to
Juggernauth, and to other circumstances connected with the temple. The fol-
lowing is an abstract of the receipts and expenditure for 1813:

Amount of collections from the pilgrims at the tolls . . 87,084 rupees.
Miscellaneous receipts .. 75

Total receipts . . 87,159
Deduct collector’s establishment and contingencies . 17,257

Net receipts . . 69,902
Amount issued from the public treasury to make up the
deficiency of the receipts at the temple . . . . 29,882
Value of broad cloth issued from the Company’s 1mport
warehouse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16056
-Bundries . . . . . . . . .0 000 o 90
31,417
Collections from land assigned as an endowment to the
temple . . . . . . 20,643
Amount of authorized collectnons at the temple on ac-
count of the sale of boly food, &c. &c. . . . . . . 5,997

Total expense of the temple . . . 57,877

Amount of Ner RecerpTs asabove . . . . . 69,902 rupees.
Ditto Pupric ExpEnpITURE ditto . . . . 31,417
BaLANCE remaining to Government . . . . 38485

In 1814-15, the net collections amounted to 135,667 rupees, and the number
of taxed pilgrims, assembled in May and June, was stated to be 77,323, exclu-
sive of those (always much the greater number) exempted from taxation. In
1815-16, the gross receipts amounted to 86,027 rupees, and the total charges to
74,880 rupees, leaving a net balance of only 11,147 rupees. In June and July
of the year last mentioned, the taxable pilgrims only amounted to 5444 persons.

Besides the fees received at the temple, votive offerings and deeds of gift are
made to Juggernauth, all over Hindostan; his priests having stationary agents
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in all the great towns, who collect and transmit the sums received either by a
bill of exchange, or more frequently by merchandize. By a regulation of the
Bengal government in 1809, the superintendance of the temple, its interior eco-
nomy, and the controul of the priests, officers, and servants attached to the
service of the 'idol, were vested in the Raja of Khoordah, who was directed on
all occasions to be guided by the recorded rules and institutions of the temple, or -
by ancient and established usage. In this charge the Rajas of Khoordah were
to be continued, so long as the propriety of their conduct justified the ap-
pointment.

For the purpose of preventmg persons, exther clandestinely or forclbly, entermg
anywhere but at the places established for admission, there is a strong barrier
made by a hedge of prickly bamboos, where access is not prevented by small
branches of rivers, and there is a guard of soldiers placed to prevent their enter-
ing the town or temple until they have paid the pilgrim tax, for which purpose
persons liable to the pilgrim tax are divided into the following classes.

1st. Laul Jattries. Of this class those coming from the north pay 10 rupees,
and those from the south six rupees, with free access to the temple for 30 days.

2d. The Neem Lauls. From the north, five ; from the south, three rupees;
access 10 days.

3d. The Bhurrungs, either from the north or south, pay two rupees; access
four days. S

4th. The Punj Tirthees. This class comprehends persons of low caste, who

_ pay two rupees, whether from the north, or south. They are not allowed to enter

the temple, but are permitted to perform the customary ceremonies on the out-
side of it for 16 days. It is optional with all persons who visit the interior of
the temple, to enrol themselves under whatever class they may prefer, on pay-
ment of the prescribed rate of tax.

In conformity with long-established usage, the following classes of persons
are exempted from payment of the tax.on pilgrims at Juggernauth: viz. Byra-
ghies, Sunyasies, Dundies, Brihmacharies, Mohunts, Gossains, Khomarties, and
Nagas, who are all devotees, mendicants, and religious persons. The inhabit-
ants born within the Byturnee north and Rossicoolla rivers south (the holy
land of Juggernauth) are also exempted, as are all persons who have resided.
with their families for a period of ten years within the said limits. Individuals
who carry Ganges water to Juggernauth, and actually pour it over the idol, and
persons resorting to the town of Juggernauthpoor, for trade, or for any other
purpose than pilgrimage, also escape the tax at the barrier, but these last are
prohibited during the 12 days, while the great festival of the Ruth Jattra con-
tinues. Pilgrims in a state of actual poverty, on declaring their condition to be

YOL, 1I. : I
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such, under prescribed ceremonies, are allowed access for three days, and the
British Sepoys of the Hindoo persuasion are exempted from all taxes on- admis-
sion to the temple, but access to the interior is denied to -the British magis-
trate. Pilgrims from the north, as they approach the river Byturnee (Vaitu-
rani) perform certain funeral solemnities, while others make offerings of cows
to the Brahmins, and cross the river by laying hold of the cow’s tail. The fabu-
lous river of the infernal regions, which the souls of the dead have to cross, is
also named the Vaiturani, and according to the Brahminical doctrines the gift
of a cow to a priest at the dying hour, enables the deceased to cross without
damage, although its waters be at the boiling temperature.

Among the voluminous documents published by order of parliament, in 1813,
there is no official estimate of the number of pilgrims resorting annually to this
temple, and the revenue produced furnishes no data, so many classes being
exempted. Dr. Carey is of opinion that, on the lowest calculation, 1,200,000
persons attend annually, of whom a very great number never return. The town
adjacent to the temple is named Pooree, and also Pursottom, and to it mer-
chants, traders, and others going to the markets have access; but not to the
temple without express permission. One of the most important periods of pil-
grimage is in March, when the Dole Jattrah takes place; the other in July,
when the Ruth Jattra is celebrated. Besides this one, Juggernauth has many - -
other temples throughout Hindostan, and more especially in Bengal; but this is
by far the most renowned for sanctity and antiquity. Orissa, where this temple
is situated, was one of the last conquests of the Mahommedans, at a period when
the fervour of their bigotry had much abated, which partly accounts for the
duration and still flourishing existence of the edifice. Travelling distance from
Calcutta 311 miles ; -from Nagpoor 500 miles; from Benares 512; from Madras
719; from Delhi 910; and from Bombay 1052 miles.—( Parliamentary Reports,
and MS. Documents, Ward, C. Buchanan, Richardson, Rennell, Buller, &c. &c. &c.)

MawNickpaTaAM.—A town in Orissa, situated on the narrow bank which
separates the Chilka lake from the bay of Bengal. Lat. 19°41’N. long. 85° 20" E.
60 miles S. by W. from Cuttack. '

BuaNPoor.——A town in the province of Orissa, 65 miles S. W. from Cuttack.
Lat. 19° 48’ N. long. 85° 28’ E. During the insurrection of the Pykes this was
for some time the head-quarters of the 2d battalion, 18th Regiment of Bengal
Native Infantry, commanded by Major William Hamilton, who, along with nearly

all his detachment, fell a victim to the unhealthiness of the post. This officer
joined the Bengal army when only 15 years of age, and on the 4th of May, 1799,

when little more than 17 entered the breach at the storming of Seringapatam,
with the grenadiers of his battalion. He subsequently served as a subaltern im
many other quarters, during the intervals of leisure devoting- his-attention. to
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the study of the Asiatic languages, in some of which (the Arabic, Persian, and
Maharatta) he attained so remarkable a proficiency, that he was appointed.
under Mr. Elphinstone to the escorts at N agpoor and Poona, with a view to his
assistance in the dlplomatlc department. After taking the usual furlough to
Europe, he rejoined the Bengal army, and served through the Nepaulese cam-
paign, but as happened to many other officers, without any opportunity of dis-
tinguishing himself. From the Himalaya mountains he was marched south to
the salt swamps of Cuttack, where he met his fate on the 19th April, 1818, at
the premature age of 37, and now lies buried at Juggernauth. Like almost all
really brave men, his manners were so singularly gentle and inoffensive, and his
disposition so kind and charitable, that he probably never had an enemy. By
his personal friends he was sincerely loved, and among these may be mentioned,
as best known to fame, Sir John Malcolm, and Sir James Mackintosh.

Boap (‘Bodha).—A large fenced village in the province of Orissa, situated on
the south-side of the Mahanuddy river, which at this place in the month of
October is one mile and a half broad. Lat. 20° 32" N. long. 84° 10" E. 124 miles
west from Cuttack.: The face of the whole country, in this neighbourhood is
mountainous; interspersed with vallies, from four to 16 miles in circumference.
The villages are fenced with bamboos to protect the inhabitants and their cattle
from wild beasts; and in the fields the women are seen holding the plough,
while the female children drive the oxen. The Boad territory commands some
of the principal passes into the Cuttack division. By the engagements concluded
with the Boad chiefs, in 1803, they were liberated from the payment of any
tribute to the Maharattas, and guaranteed in the possession of their estates, on
condition that they faithfully discharged their duties as tributaries to the British
government.—('1st Register, Treaties, &c.) .

R AMGur.—(Ramaghara).—A town fortified in the native manner in the pro-
vince of Orissa, situated on the south-side of the Mahanuddy river, 106 miles
west from Cuttack. Lat. 20°26' N. long. 84° 26’ E. By the arrangement made
during the Marqilis Wellesley’sadministration, in 1803,_the chief of thisplace was
exempted from the payment of tribute to the Maharattas,’and had his territories
guaranteed to him, on condition of faithfully fulfilling his duty as a tributary to
the British governmeht.—( Treaties, &c.)

CooLoo.—A town in Orissa, 80 miles S. E. from Sumbhulpoor. Lat. 20°31'N.
long. 84° 39 E. This is a considerable mart for the inland trade, the Berar
merchants bringing their cotton to Cooloo, from whence they return to the inte-
rior with a load of salt.

JupimaH00.—A town in Orissa, 58 miles W. by S. from Cuttack. Lat 20°
16' N. long.85°13 E.

' 12
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A rarcE province extending along the west-side of the bay of Bengal, from the
15th to the 20th degrees of north latitude. The sea bounds it to the east, along
a coast of 470 miles from Mootapilly,.its southern extremity, to Malond on the
borders of the Chilka lake. It is divided from the provinces of Hyderabad, by
range of small detached hills extending to the banks of the Godavery, and to
the north of that river separated from Gundwana, by a continued range of
mountains almost impassable for horse or wheeled carriages, to the north-
western extremity of the Circars at Goomsur. From hence the chain of hills
curves to the eastward, and, with the Chilka lake, forms a barrier of 50 miles
to the north, except a tongue of land betwixt that lake and the sea. Towards
the south, the small river Gundegama, which empties itself at Mootapilly, sepa-
rates the Circars from Ongole, and the Carnatic below the Ghauts. The
area or superficial contents, as eriginally acquired by the British government,
may be estimated at 17,000 geographical square miles, of which (in 1784) one-
fifth was estimated to be in cultivation or fallow, two-fifths in pasture, and the
remainder woods, water, towns, barren hills, or a sandy waste three miles in
breadth, bordering the whole extent of the sea-coast.

The grand divisions of this territory are naturally five, principally marked by
rivers running across from the hills on the western frontier. These divisions are.
Guntoor or Mortizabad ; Condapilly or Mustaphabad ; Ellore, Rajamundry, and
Cicacole, anciently named Calinga.

The climate of this region, to the north of Godavery, will be described under
the article CicacoLE: to the south of that river, for the first two months, strong
southerly gales prevail along shore, which, together with the sea breezes, mo-
derate the heat; but the baleful influence of the former, in blowing over salt
stagnant marshes on the coast, is injurious to animal life, and destructive to
vegetation. During the succeeding month until the rains, the wind coming
from the west over a parched loose soil of great extent, uninterrupted by any
continued chain of hills, and along the broad, sandy, and almost dry bed of the
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Krishna, becomes so intolerably hot near the mouth of that river, as to raise the
thermometer sometimes for an entire week to 110° and even in other parts it
has been known to stand at 112° at eight o’clock in the evening, and at midnight
so high as 108°. Neither wood nor glass is capable of bearing this heat for any
length of time; the latter, such as shades and globe lanterns, crack and fly to
pieceé; the former warps and shrinks so, that the nails fall out of the doors and
tables. Another peculiarity of the climate is the noxious state of the air in-
all the hilly regions, throughout the different seasons of vegetation, which oc-
‘casions the distemper called the hill fever. This has been attributed to many
causes, but is probably owing to the gressness of an atmosphere fat with fogs,
and surcharged with the exhalations of a luxuriant soil pent up in vallies,
having the free circulation impeded by the surrounding jungles and forests.
From Coringa to Ganjam the coast, as viewed from the sea, appears moun-
tainous, and from Coringa, southwards, low, flat, and sandy. The whole sea-
" ooast is of a sandy nature, gradually improving towards the hills. The same
ground seldom yields more than one crop of grain annually, but there being
plenty of water this is generally a heavy one. There are many small rivers
renning towards the sea, divided artificially into canals, and afterwards con-
ducted into tanks and great reservoirs. The principal quadrupeds are sheep and
the larger species of horned cattle; and the neighbouring sea, with its nume-
rous inlets, abounds with every species of Indian fish. The Circars are exceed-
ingly productive of grain, and formerly, during the north-easterly monsoon, were
she granary of the Carnatic, in like manner as Tanjore was reckoned on during
the south-west monsoon. Fruits, roots, and greens, are scarce, and raised with
difficulty to the south of the Godavery, and even to the north of that river; it
i8 supposed owing to the influence of the sea-air. Sugar and cotton are pro-.
duced, and of the latter a great deal is brought from the interior provinces ; bay-
salt and tobacco (the latter excellent) are both exported. The forests of Raja-
mundry, from the commencement of the hills along the banks of the Godavery to
Poloonsha, yield an abundance of large teak trees.

Plain long cloth is wrought in the island of Nagore and its vicinity, which
forms the ground-work of the best printed calicoes in Europe, and those called
palempores at Masulipatam ; coarser cloths are made to the north and south of
the Godavery. The muslins of Cicacole, the woollen carpets of Ellore, and the
silks of Berhampoor, are rather objects of curiosity than considerable in quantity.
The latter are made of silk imported from China and Bengal. Ships of 500 tons
have been constructed at Coringa and Narsipoor, the two principal mouths of the
Godavery, and about 50,000 tons of small craft are employed in the coasting
trade. The exports to Europe are chiefly the fine cotton manufactures. A
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great proportion of the coasting trade is carried on with Madras, and consists
chiefly of grain, the returns for which, from Madras are the coarser sorts of
cloths. The articles carried to the interior by the native inland traders are salt
piece goods, copper, and raw silk from Bengal; the returns are prmcxpally cotton
and wheat.

The principal part of the East India Company’s investment of -piece goods
is provided in these Circars. The thread is generally spun by the cultivating
caste of inhabitants, and there are regulations enacted for the protection of-the
weavers. The latter, on the whole, have the means of being more comfortable
than the labouring class, but they are commonly of a more dissipated turn, and
squander away their surplus gains in gaming and cock-fighting. The female
population at large in general prepare the thread, and sell the produce of their
week’s work to the weaver at the market, and procure cotton sufficient for the
next week. The females also of decayed families, who have little means of em-
ploying themselves from the secluded nature of their lives, derive from this source
a support for their feeble existence. A considerable part of the cotton used in
the manufactures is raised in the country, and the rest brought from the interior
of the Deccan by traders who carry back a return of salt. The cotton raised
within the province is preferred, being cleaner, but the crop is very precarious.
Every cultivator allots some portion of ground for this cotton, and with a good
season it is productive, but either too much or too little rain destroys it. 'The
cleaning process is performed by a distinct tribe whose occupation it is.

The internal commerce of Madras with the Northern Circars may be classed
under the heads of northern and southern coasting trade; the northern partaking
more of the Bengal and Rangoon trade, while the southern has alarge proportion
of that of the eastward, Ceylon, and the Malabar coast. The traffic is mostly
carried on by the natives, and in the craft which they navigate; some exception,
however, must be made regarding piece goods, the great staple of the Circars,
which are considered too valuable to be confided to such craft. These piece
goods are principally punjum cloths to a large amount, besides those in use
among the natives of Madras. The piece goods from Masulipatam are mostly
coloured, and these are frequently again re-exported from Bombay; but most of
the shipments for the Persian gulf are sent direct from Masulipatam. The next
considerable article of export from the Northern Circars is grain, which in sea-
sons of common produce is exported annually to Madras, and consists chiefly of
rice, paddy, wheat, with other edible grains used only by the natives; to

which may he added horse-gram, sonegaloo, with a very large proportion of oil
seeds.

Goods are frequently landed in this province by vessels trading from Bengal,
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and afterwards exported to Madras, among which number are long pepper root,
shinbins, and stick lac. Amongst other exports to Madras are chillies, fire-
wood, coriander seed, cashew nuts, and many other trifling articles in use among
the natives, both as drugs, and such as are requisite for the performance of their
multifarious religious ceremonies. The exports and re-exports from Madras to
the. Northern Circars are not so considerable as might have been expected, when
the great military force and population of the province are considered, and also
that Hyderabad, the Nizam’s capital, receives part of its supplies through Ma-
sulipatam. Treasure is exported from Madras to this province for the purchase of
salt, and of investments for the English market. The re-exports from Madras
to the Northern Circars are chiefly European and China goods, for the consump-
tion of officers and others employed in that quarter. The most valuable of the -
above articles are Madeira, claret, port wine, ale, brandy, oilman’s stores, glass
.-ware, stationery, tea, with copper of ‘various kinds, steel, hardware, &c. To
these may be added, goods received from the eastward, such as betel nut to a
large amount, alum, cloves, benzoin, pepper, tin, dammer and borax. A quan-
tity of arrack is also received from Madras, a considerable proportion of which
is afterwards forwarded to Hyderabad for the use of the European troops
stationed there.

The native inhabitants of the Northern Circars, exclusive of a few Mahom.
medans dispersed through the different towns, are wholly Hindoos, and may be
estimated to exceed 3,000,000.. They are composed of the two nations of Te-
linga and Ooria, Oria, or Onssa, formerly divided by the Godavery, but greatly
intermixed since their union. They speak and write different dialects, and have
rites, customs, and characteristical traits, perfectly distinguishable from each
other. The four great castes or sub-divisions of the people are common in both
countries, but the Orias are supposed to deviate less from the original institutions
than the others. The Brahmins continue to enjoy their pre-eminence. The
Rachewars, Rowwars, and Velmas, of which denomination the principal zemin-
dars are composed, affect the manner of Rajpoots, and pretend to be of the
Khetri, or warlike class. The remainder are husbandmen, cowherds, weavers ;
together with the artificers hereafter enumerated, and maintained by the greater
villages, all of the Sudra caste. In addition to these are the retail shopkeepers,
who are mostly of the third or Vaisya caste.

The five Northern Circars when acquired by the East India Company, con-
sisted of zemindary and havelly lands. The first are situated in the hill country
of the western frontier, and in the plains between the hills and the sea. -The
hill zemindars, secure in the woody and unwholesome heights which they inha-
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bited, and encouraged by the hope of an eventual asylum in the dominions of the
Nizam and Nagpoor Raja, had often furnished examples of suecessful depreda-
tion and unpunished revolt. They were surrounded by military tenants, whose
lands were held on stipulations of personal service, and whose attachment to
their chiefs was increased by the bond of family connexion. These zemindars
consisted of three classes: 1st, The Velmas of Telinga origin, who were driven
from the Carnatic, in the year 1652, by the Mahommedan arms, and who estab-
'lished themselves on the borders of the Krishna. 2dly, The Rachewars of the
race of the ancient sovereigns of Orissa, who were also forced by the Mahom-
medans to relinquish the plains, and retire to the highland woods which form
the western frontier. 3dly, The Woriar, petty chieftains of the military tribe,
who, after the overthrow of Orissa by the Mahommedans, were enabled by their
local situation to acquire an independent jurisdiction, their possessions being
chiefly situated in the mountainous tract on the western boundary of Cicacole.
When the province devolved to the British, the zemindars were, for the most
part, in a very irregular state of subjection to the Nizam, and not only the forms,
but the remembrance of civil authority seemed to have beenlost. With respect
to the other class, or havelly lands, which constitute a large portion of the
Northern Circars, they consisted of the demesne, or household lands of the
sovereign. These were composed of districts in the vicinity of each capital
town, which were originally resumed by the Mahommedan government, and had
been annexed to these towns for the supply of the garrisons and numerous es-
tablishments, both civil and military. The following is the description of a vil-
lage in this province, which also applies with little variation te the greater part
of the Deccan and south of India. :
Geographically considered, a village here is a tract of country comprising some
hundred, or some thousand, acres of arable or waste land; pelitieally viewed,
. it resembles a township or corporation. Its proper establishment of officers and
servants consist of the following descriptions :— ’

1. The potail or head inhabitant, who has a general supermtendance of the
affairs of the village, settles disputes, attends to the police, and collects the re-
venue within his village.

2. The tallia and totie: the duty of the first consists in gaining information of
crimes and offences, and in escorting and proteeting travellers from one village
to another; the duties of the latter appear to be confined immediately to the
village, where he guards: the crops and assists in measuring them.

3. The boundary man, who preserves the limits of the village, or gives evi-
dence respecting them in case of dispute.



THE NORTHERN CIRCARS. . 65

* 4. The curnum, or village accountant.

5. The superintendant of the tanks and water courses, who distributes the

water therefrom for the purposes of agriculture.

6. The Brahmin, who performs the village worship.

7. The school-master, who is seen teaching the children to read and write on
the sand.

- 8. The calendar Brahmin, or astrologer, who proclaims the lucky and unpro-
pitious periods for sowing and threshing.

9. The smith and carpenter, who manufacture the implements of agriculture,
and build the dwelling of the cultivator.

10. The potman or potter; the washerman; the barber; the cowkeeper, who
looks after the cattle; the doctor; the dancing girl, who attends at rejoicings;
the musician; and the poet.

These officers and servants generally constitute the establishment of a Hindoo
village. In addition to the portion of land appropriated to the pagoda esta-
blishment, to the local officers of government, and to the village servants, they
were each entitled to certain small shares or perquisites from the crops of the
villagers. Under this simple form of government the inhabitants lived from
time immemorial. The boundaries of villages have been but seldom altered;
and though the villages have been sometimes injured, and even desolated by war,
famine, and disease, the same name, the same limits, and even the same families
have continued for ages. The inhabitants give themselves no trouble about the
breaking up and division of kingdoms; while the village remains entire they
care not to what power it is transferred, or to what sovereignty it devolves, its
internal economy still remaining unchanged.

In A. D. 1541, the Mahommedans, under the command of Mahommed Khan
Leshkeree, of the Bhamenee empire of Beeder, carried their arms into the
Northern Circars, and conquered Condapilly. Nine years afterwards they carried
their arms still further, and subdued all Guntoor, and the districts of Masulipa-
tam; but the country was very imperfectly reduced, and its subjection, in the
European sense, merely nominal, as it appears to have been again conquered
from the Hindoo princes of Orissa about the year 1571, during the reign of
Ibrahim Cuttub Shah of Hyderabad or Golconda. In 1687, these provinces,
along with the empire of Hyderabad, fell under the dominion of Aurengzebe; but
he does not appear to have paid much attention to them, being too busily em-
ployed elsewhere. In 1724, they were transferred from the reigning house of
Timour, to that of Nizam ul Mulk, who immediately took active and real posses-
sion, collected the revenue and fixed a civil and military establishment. He was:
succeeded by his third son Salabut Jung, who, being greatly indebted for his
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elevation to the intrigues and military assistance of the French East India Com-
pany, rewarded their services, in 1752, by a grant of the district of Condavir or
Guntoor, and soon after ceded the other Circars.

The capture of Masulipatam, in 1759, by the British army under Colonel
Forde, having deprived them of all real power, these territories reverted to the
Nizam, with the exception of the acknowledged dependencies of the town and
fortress of Masulipatam, which were retained by the English East India Com-
pany. Deprived of the support of the French, Salabut Jung was soon super-
seded in his authority by his brother Nizam Ali. In 1765, Lord Clive obtained
from the Mogul a grant of four of the Circars, namely, Cicacole, Rajamundry,
Ellore, and Condapilly, which in the following year was confirmed by a treaty
entered into with the Nizam. The remaining Circar of Guntoor was, at that
time, in the possession of Bazalet Jung the brother of the Nizam, by whom it
was held in jaghire. It was contingently stipulated for in the treaty with the
Nizam, subject to the life of Bazalet Jung, who died in 1782, but it did not
come into the possession of the British until 1788.

The local government of the Northern Circars was continued under the ma-
nagement of the natives until 1769, when provincial chiefs and councils were ap-
pointed, and this mode of government continued until 1794. During this period
the power of the zemindars was very great, and in 1777, it was calculated that
the number of armed men maintained by them amounted to 41,000. In 1794,
a change in the internal government of this province took place, which was fol-
lowed by the punishment of the great zemindar of Vizianagrum, and the re-
storation of such zemindars as had been unjustly deprived of their lands by that
family. Small progress, however, hasas yet been made in the proper arrange-
ment of these Circars, compared with other districts similarly situated, al-
though a considerable improvement has taken place in the general character and
efficiency of the revenue department. The system of a permanent settlement of
the territorial revenue was introduced and established in the Northern Circars
during the years 1802 and 1804, when the province was divided into five regular
jurisdictions and collectorates, viz. Ganjam, Vizagapatam, Rajamundry, Masuli-
patam, and Guntoor. '

The Northern Circars for their defence require six battalions of native infantry,
of which three must always be dispersed, as their localities differ widely from
those of the districts to the south of the Krishna. This province comprehends
a narrow extended line of coast, bounded on the west by a strong range of
woody mountains independent of the British government, with a most insalubri-
ous climate. The political distinction between this portion of the Deccan and
the province of Malabar consists, in our having possession of the country above
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the latter, by which means the inhabitants can at all times be kept in check, and
consequently small detachments will suffice; but in the Circars larger bodies of
troops must always remain in a collected state. The most efficient arrangement
appears to be one battalion at Ganjam, another at Vizianagrum, a third in the
Masulipatam district; the remaining three at Ellore or any healthy station in its
vicinity. From these corps, field detachments are almost constantly necessary
to repel the incursions of plunderers from the mountains, a species of warfare
equally fatal to the health and discipline of the troops employed. These perni-
cious effects might in part be obviated by a more distinct line of demarkation
between the British territories and those of his highness the Nizam, the want of
which proves a fertile source of contention between the subjects of the two
states.—('J. Grant, 5th Report, White, Sir Samucl Auchmuty, Johnson, Rennell,

R. Grant, &c.)

THE DISTRICT OF GANJAM.

This district occupies the northernmost portion of the five Circars, and has a
very extensive line of sea coast. To the north, it borders on the district of
Cuttack, which is subordinate to the Bengal presidency; to the south on that of
Vizagapatam ; to the east it has the bay of Bengal ; and on the west a barbarous
and unexplored tract of the Orissa province. The interior of this territory is
hilly, but not far from the shore there are large and fertile plains, the district being
on the whole one of the most productive under the Madras presidency. The
climate is also more salubrious than some of the more southern Circars, the
land winds being comparatively little felt, but it has notwithstanding occa-
sionally, especially in 1815, experienced the ravages of a pestilential fever,
which seemed to be visiting successively every portion of Hindostan.

In the year 1817, the total gross collectlon of the public revenue was as
follows :—

Land revenue . . . . . . . 243,225 starpagodas.
Salt . . . . . . . . . . 46235
- . Land customs . . . 8,986

Exclusive sale of spirits (Abkarry) 12,720
Sundry small branches of revenue

Stamps . . . . . . . . . 1,787
Tobacto monopoly - '

Total . . . 312,956 -

K 2
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The principal towns for the coasting trade in this district are Ganjam, Mun-
surcotta, Soonapoor, Barrah, Calingapatam, and Baupanapados. At which
ports, between the 1st of May, 1811, and the 30th of April, 1812, 83 vessels
and craft, measuring 9470 tons arrived ; and 206, measuring 25,802 tons, de-
parted. The exports consist of cotton, cloth, rice, sugar, rum, pulses of all
kinds, gums and hill produce, wax, ghee, and salt to Bengal.

This district escaped the Pindary invasion; which desolated Guntoor in 18186,
but in the succeeding year it had a visit from these depredators, who, although
expelled in the short period of eleven days, committed ravages and left an im-
pression of terror on the minds of the inhabitants, scarcely inferior to what had
been experienced in Guntoor. Travelling distance from Calcutta, 372 miles;
from Madras, 650 miles.—(J. Grant, Hodgson, Report on external Commerce,
&ec. &c. &c.) ¥

GaNiaM (Ganjam, the depbt ).—The capital of the preceding district, situated
near the sea coast, in the Bay of Bengal, lat. 19° 21’ N.long. 85° 10" E. The fort
here is a small pentagon on plain ground, strengthened in the native style, yet
when properly garrisoned, capable of making a considerable resistance. Sugar
and jagary are produced in the neighbourhood, but the country to the north of
Ganjam is very low, and under water during the rains. About the middle of
1815, a very destructive fever broke out here, which raged with such violence,
that in eight weeks 700 persons died of it, and provisions became very scarce in
consequence of all the banyans having fled the place to save themselves. In
" December of that year, the fever continuing with undiminished violence, the
town was nearly deserted, and the distemper spread to the neighbouring villages,
in consequence of which the magistrate was authorized to remove the court of
justice for a time to Cicacole.—( Upton, Bayard, &c.)

Mouinpra MaLLEE (The Chain of Maha Indra).—A chain of hills in the
Ganjam district, which extend along the sea coast from N. E. to S.W.a few
miles distant from the beach.

CurLka Lake.—This lake separates the five Northern Circars towards the
sea from the province of Cuttack. In length it may be estimated at 35 miles by
8 the average breadth, is very shallow, and contains several inhabited islands.
This lake seems to have been an operation of the sea on a sandy shore, the ele-
vation of which was but little above the level of the country within the beach.
On the N. W. it is bounded by a ridge of mountains, a continuation of that
which extends from the Mahanuddy to the Godavery river, and encloses the
Northern Circars towards the interior. The Chilka lake therefore forms a pass
on each side into the province of Cuttack, and presents an agreeable diversity
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of objects—mountains, islands, and forests. From on board ship at a distance
from the land it has the appearance of a deep bay, the slip of land which sepa-
rates it from the sea not being visible. This space, for several miles along the
southern and eastern shore, is about a mile broad, and an entire neck of sand.
Near Munickpatam the branch of the Chilka is about three-fourths of a mile
broad, and difficult to cross when the wind blows strong.—( Rennell, Upton, &c.)

Vi21ANAGUR.—A town in the Northern Circars, 16 miles W. from Ganjam.
Lat. 19° 23" N. long. 84° 50" E.

CaricooTE.—A town in the Northern Circars, 21 miles N.-from Ganjam.
Lat. 19° 40’ N. long. 85° 11’ E.

Kiuepy (Cumadi).—A town in the Northern Circars, 34 miles N. by E. from
Cicacole. Lat. 18”42  N. long. 84° 11’ E.

SovkERA.—A town in the Northern Circars, 35 mlles W. from the Chilka
Lake. Lat. 19° 49" N. long. 84° 49’ E.

Goomsur (Ghumsara).—A town and large zemindary in the district of Gan-
jam. Lat. 19° 52’ N. 84° 58' E. 60 miles W. from Juggernauth. The country in
this neighbourhood is remarkably impenetrable, the forests consisting entirely of
bamboos, which grow closer and resist the axe better than any other species of
ligneous vegetation. In former times, the inhabitants relying on these, did not
think it necessary to erect redoubts for the defence of the paths to their strong
holds, but obstructed them with frequent barriers of bamboos, wrought into a
variety of entanglement. Besides its naturally pestilential atmosphere, the
whole territory is one of the hottest in India, and is peculiarly subject to strokes
of the sun, by which M. Bussy, in 1757, lost seven Europeans in one day. In
1804, this estate stood rated in the revenue records as containing 506 villages,
with an estimated population of 66,046 persons, and assessed to the land tax
21,428 pagodas; but the proprietor, although in regular subjection to the British
authority, so long as he paid his stipulated rent, had been but little interfered
with. When originally transferred to the East India Company, several of the
best informed public functionaries were of opinion, that owing to the peculiar
delicacy of extending the full authority of the courts of law over zemindaries
situated upon the frontiers, and among the high lands, it would be more ad-
visable to regard the proprietors rather as .tributary chieftains, than as ordinary
subjects amenable to the usual process of the courts of justice. In the pro-
gression of time, however, the population generally, and even many of the ze-
mindars have been forward in bringing their matters of litigation before the re-
gular courts, and have subsequently submitted to the decrees without murmur
or resistance. The Goomsur chiefs had all along remained nearly independent,
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and might have continued so had not the enormous atrocity of their conduct
compelled the interference of the British government.

In 1815, a charge of murder was brought against the zemindar Danoongjoy
Bunje, by his own father, who for his own previous crimes had been deprived of
the zemindary, and a reward proclaimed for his apprehension. An investigation
in consequence took place, when it appeared from the evidence of the surviving
females of his seraglio, that the zemindar Danoongjoy Bunje, in 1814, became
impressed with an idea, that his wives and the female part of his family had con-
spired to deprive him of life, with the view of setting up his eldest son named
Bulbudder Bunje as zemindar of the country. Under this alarm the zemindar
confined a great many of his wives, concubines, and slave girls, most of whom
from the inhuman treatment they received during their imprisonment died on
the spot. The survivors deposed before the magistrate that they were all chained
to a log of wood, placed in the centre of two rooms, with holes large enough for
two legs, that being thus seated in pairs opposite to each other, each having one
leg in the hole of the log, they were secured by a wooden pin, but the remaining
legs were placed on the top of the log, chained together in iroms. Several of
them declared (one only 13 years of age) that they had witnessed the death of
the person to whom they were chained, until the corpse became putrid and
covered with worms; and as the marks on their limbs proved that they had un-
dergone at least some part of the cruelties they asserted, the black and malig-
nant nature of the zemindar’s disposition rendered the rest extremely probable.

Orders were in consequence issued to seize the person of the zemindar, and
dismantle the strong fortress of Kolaida, which fortress, although within 50
miles of Ganjam, the zemindar repeatedly asserted by letter, existed only in the
imagination of the magistrate. When attacked, however, in May, 1815, by a
small detachment of the Madras army, under Colonel R. Fletcher, it was found
to be of such extent and strength, that the troops during their stay were only
able to destroy the stockades and houses. From thence the detachment pro-
ceeded in pursuit of the zemindar to Jarang, where they did not succeed in
effecting his capture, but had the good fortune to effect the release of about 100
men who were found in irons, besides women and children, and some were
reported to have been put to death on the approach of the military.

Anxious to establish or confute the assertions of the female witnesses, the
magistrate determined to visit the gloomy fortress of Kolaida, to examine a well
in which it was said the bodies of those who had died in confinement had been
thrown, and to collect further information on the spot. The well being pointed
out by two female slaves, who according to their own account had been em-
ployed in putting the dead bodies there, after six hours digging finger bones,
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ribs, and other parts of the human frame began to make their appearance, inter-
mixed with earth, and after a further lapse of time a great number of sculls and
bones were met with. In excavating to the depth of 24 feet, eighteen entire
sculls were thrown out, and an immense pile of bones collected, from the con-
dition of which there was reason to believe the bodies they appertained to must
have lain a long time in the well, as all the flesh and hair were gone, and nothing
remained perfect but the bones and teeth, the whole corroborating the deposi-
tions as to the fact of the bodies having been thrown into a well. It appeared
also that the zemindar, apprehending a research of this nature, had ordered two
of his dependants to dig the wells and remove the bodies, which had actually
been done (as they confessed) with another well. Three human sculls with a
quantity of bones were also found in the fortress of Kolaida by the officers of
the detachment, close to five stakes wedged into the ground, which had every
appearance of a place appropriated to confinement and torture. In fact, the hill
zemindars of the Circars had long been accustomed to exercise despotically the
power of life and death, and also to levy contributions through the means of a
desperate banditti, the present therefore seemed an excellent opportunity to
make an example of a most atrocious petty tyrant, but we have no further infor-
motion on the subject, except that he had voluntarily surrendered himself to the
_ collector and was under confinement at Ganjam.—( T'ravers, Woodcock, Orme,
“&ec. &c.) .
BourasiNGHY.—A town in the Northern Circars, 37 miles §. W, from Gan-
jam. Lat. 19° N. long. 84° 45" E. '
CrcacoLk (Chicacula ).—The largest of the Northern Circars, and now com-
prehended in the modern district of Ganjam, of which it forms by far the largest
portion, what ‘follows may therefore be considered as applying to that district
and the Circars generally. In a geographical point of view, it is subdivided
into two parts. The first lies between the river Setteveram on the south; the
rivy Poondy on the north ; and extends about 170 miles along the bay of Bengal.
In its greatest dimensions it stretches inland to the mountainous region on the
west, about 60 miles ; comprising an area of about 4,400 square miles. The
second subdivision is' of a triangular figure, extending about 80 miles from
Poondy to Malonde, on the southern frontier of Cuttack, and 50 miles to the
N. W. angle at Goomsur. It contains about 1600 square miles of superficial
measure, exclusive of that portion of country, situated along the great ridge of
boundary mountains to the west.
The climate of the Northern Circars (of which Cicacole occupies so large a
space), with a general conformity to that of Hindostan, has from local position,
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and other circumstances, some peculiarities in each of the three seasons. The
periodical rains usually set in about the middle of June, with a westerly wind,
in moderate showers, until the end of August, which month concludes the small
grain harvest. From this time the rain continues in great abundance until the
beginning of November, when it generally breaks up with violence, and is suc-
ceeded by the north-easterly wind. The middle of this latter and pleasant
season, early in January, finishes the harvest for rice and bajary, which are the
great productions of the country north of the Godavery. The close of the ver-
nal equinox terminates the third harvest, which is the grand one for maize, as
well as for all the different species of grain and pease, south of that river. Then
begins the hot season, which is always extremely moderate towards the northern
extremity of the Circars near Ganjam, by reason of the constant diurnal sea
breezes, and the position of the neighbouring hills from south to west, contrary
to the ordinary direction of the wind at Masulipatam.

The southern division of Cicacole, with a better soil than is found in the other
parts of the circar, is watered by four rivers, which have their outlets at Vizaga-
patam, Bimlipatam, Cicacole, and Calingapatam, besides many lesser streams
during the rains. Northward in the territory of Jehapoor, the land is fertilized by
the Ganjam and other smaller rivers. The Cicacole circar taken altogether has
few extensive plains, and its hills increase in frequency and magnitude as they
approach the vast range of mountains bounding this and the district of Raja-
mundry to the north-west. The hills and narrower bottoms, which separate
them, were formerly suffered by the native chiefs to be overrun with jungle, as
the best protection to the opener vallies allotted for cultivation. During the
Carnatic wars that province was supplied with considerable quantities of rice
from Cicacole; but since the restoration of tranquillity, and transfer of the
Arcot dominions to the company, the necessity for importation has greatly dimi-
nished. Cicacole was ceded to the French in 1753, by Salabut Jung, the reign-
ing Soubahdar of the Deccan, at which period its limits extended from the
Godavery to the pagoda of Juggernauth. At the above period the French pos-
sessed territories greater, both in value and extent, than had ever been possessed
in Hindostan by Europeans, not excepting the Portugueze when at the height
of their prosperity. -It was acquired along with the dewanny of Bengal in 1765,
during the government of Lord Clive.—(J. Grant, Orme, White, &c.)

- Crcacore.—The ancient capital of the preceding circar, by the Mahommedans
named Maphus Bunder. Lat. 18°15" N. long. 84° E. 55 miles N. N. E. from
Vizagapatam. At this place there is a mosque of considerable sanctity, erected
in the year of the Hijera, 1051, by Shekh Mahommed Khan. In A. D. 1815, in
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consequence of a contagious fever which raged with great vielence at Ganjam,
the courts of justice and revenue were ordered for a time to be transferred to
Cicacole, which had escaped the distemper.

ELMoRrE.—A town in the Northern Circars, 16 miles N. by E. from Cicacole.
Lat. 18° 26' N. long. 84° 10" E.

CariNngaPATAM —A town in the Northern Circars, 16 miles E. from Clcacole ‘
Lat. 18° 15" N. long. 85° 11’ E..

Ryacuppy.—A town in the Northern Circars, 60 miles N. W. from Cicacole.
Lat. 18° 55" N. long. 83° 25" E.

CuriruM (Caribhum).—A town in the N orthem Circars, 42 miles N. W. from
Cicacole. Lat. 18°42" N. long. 83° 36"E.

CuropE.—A town in the Northern Circars, 52 miles E. by N. from Bustar.
Lat. 19° 38’ N. long. 83° 16" E.

THE DISTRICT OF VIZAGAPATAM. ‘

This is the second district into which the Northern Circars were subdivided,
and is principally situated between the 17th and 19th degrees of north latitude.
On the north it is bounded by Ganjam ; on the south by Rajamundry ; to the east
ithas the bay of Bengal; and on the west the hilly and woody provincg of
Gundwana. The climate and productions so entirely resemble those of Gan-
jam, and its internal distribution into zemindaries and talooks so exactly similar,
as to render all details on these points unfiecessary. The principal towns are
Vizagapatam, Bimlipatam, Vizianagrum, and Bobilee. Like all other border
districts within the Company’s territories, this tract bad long been infested by
plunderers, and it had been on many occasions remarked, that no good resulted
from a mere active pursuit of these depredators by the regular troops, owing to
the pestiferous nature of the climate among the hills, as well as the ignorance of
the country where the freebooters had their dens and fastnesses. It was therefore
thought expedient, as the zemindars had shewn a very strong inclination to sup~
press these inroads, to give them encouragement in the pursuit, and partially
assist them with the means. Instructions were in conséquence issued by the
Madras presidency to the proper officer, directing him to furnish the zemindars
and renters with gunpowder, and to comply with such indents for that article as
might be produced with the sanction of the magistrate.

The principal trading towns of this district are Vizagapatam and Bimlipatam,
From Calcutta the imports consist of cumin seeds, long pepper, wheat, and
Madeira wine ; and from Ceylon and the Maldives islands, large supplies of coco
nuts, coir, and cowries. Wax, salt, and coir, compose the principal articles
of export to Calcutta, and rice to the Maldives. The consignments to London
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are chiefly of indigo, and the staples of the district are wax, salt, and indigo.
A considerable quantity of cloth is manufactured in the country, and the inha-
bitants of the town are very expert in carving curious little boxes of ivory and
bone. Between the 1st May, 1811, and the 30th April, 1812, 233 vessels and
craft, measuring 25,740 tons, arrived ; and 305 vessels, measuring 33,847 tons, de-
parted.

In 1817, the total gross collection of the public revenue in this district was
as follows :—

Landrevenue . . . . . . . . .. 364,911 star pagodas.
Salt . . . . . . . .. . . . 33038

Land customs . . .. ... 17,152

Exclusive sale of spmts B U X ¢

Sundry small branches of revenue . »

Stamps . e e e e e e 3,023

Tobacco monopoly .

?»

Total 432,138
( Parliamentary Reports, Hodgson, Orme, &c. &c.)

Vizacararam.=The capital of the preceding district and residence of the
judge and magistrate. Lat. 17° 42' N. long. 83° 24’ E. At this place the hills
form a kind of promentory at what is called the Dolphin’s Nose, a mountain
about 1500 feet high, which projects into the sea, and forms with those a little
north of it a kind of bay. This range of hills continues along shore at a small
distance from the sea, as far as Tuny, where they take a S. W. direction.

The town of Vizagapatam is inconsiderable, the European inhabitants mostly
residing at Waltier, a village to the north of the harbour. A small river coming
from the north, and turning short eastward to the sea, forms an arm of land one
mile and a half in length, 606 yards in breadth, nearly in the middle of which
stands the fort of Vizagapatam. During the ebb the surf here is very consider-
able; and as European boats, for want of Massula craft, are obliged frequently
to go in, to escape being upset they ought to keep ciose to the Dolphin’s Nose.
At Semachellum, near to this place, is a Hindoo temple of great fame and an-
tiquity.

In A.D. 1689, in the reign of Aurengzebe, during a rupture between that
monarch and the East India Company, their warehouses here were seized, and
all the residents of that nation put to death. In 1757 it was taken by M.
Bussy, and along with the rest of the province was acquired by Lord Clive in
1765. - Travelling distance from Madras 483 miles; " from Nagpoor 394 ; from
Hyderabad 355; and from Calcutta 557 miles.—(° Pai'hamemarjy Reports, Qrme,
Johnson, &c.)
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Avx ariLLy.—A town in the Northern Circars, 15 miles W. from Vizagapatam.
Lat. 17° 41’ N. long. 83°11'E.

SiNcARUMcOTTA.—A town in the Northern Circars, 24 miles N.hy W. from
Vizagapatam. Lat.18° 3’ N. long. 83°20" E.

CassiMcoTTA.—A town in the Northern Circars, 16 miles W, by S. from Vi-
zagapatam. Lat. 17° 39 N. long. 83°8" E.

. WooraTLa.—A town in the Northern Circars, 41 mﬂes S.W, from Vizaga-
patam. Lat. 17° 33 N. long. 82° 48 E.

Bercaum (Valagrama).—A town in the Northern Circars, 46 miles N. W,
from Cicacole. Lat. 18°36° N. long. 83° 25" E.

BEesiroraM.—A town in the Northern Circars, 90 miles W. from Vizagapa-

tam. Lat. 17°55 N. long. 82° 3’ E. '
. BoBiLErR.—A town and zemindary in the Northern Circars, 35 miles W. N,
W. from Cicacole. Lat. 18°25" N. long. 83°31'E. In 1757 the first in rank of
the poligars of this country was Rangaroo of Bobilee. His fort stood about
52 miles N. by E. of -Vizagapatam, close to the mountains, the dependent dis-
trict being about 20 miles square. There had long been a deadly hatred between
this poligar and Vizeram Rauze, an adjacent poligar, whose person, how-much-
soever he feared his power, Rangaroo held in the utmost contempt, as of low
extraction, and of new note. Vizeram Rauze persuaded the French commander,
M. Bussy, to espouse his side of the quarrel, and the latter not foreseeing the
terrible event to which he was proceeding, determined to reduce the whole
country, and expel the zemindar and his family.

A poligar, besides his other towns and forts, has always one situated in the
most difficult part of his country, which is intended as a last refuge for himself
and all his blood. The singular construction of this fort, is adequate to all the
intentions of defence among a people unused to cannon or the means of battery.
Its outline is a regular square, which rarely exceeds 200 yards; a round tower is
raised at each of the angles, and a square projection in the middle of each of
the sides. The height of the wall is generally 22 feet; but the rampart within
only 12, which is likewise its breadth at the top, although it is laid much broader
at the bottomm. The whole is of tempered clay raised in distinct layers, each
of which is left exposed to the sun until thoroughly hardened before the next
is applied. The parapet rises 10 feet above the rampart, and is only three feet
thick. It is indented five feet down from the top in interstices six inches wide,
which are three feet asunder. A foot above the hottom of these interstices and
battlements runs a line of round holes, another two feet lower, and a third twe
feet from the rampart. These holes are usually formed with plpes of baked clay,

L2
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and serve for the purposes of fire arms, arrows, and lances. The interstices are
for the freer use of these arms, instead of loop-holes, which cannot be inserted
or cut in the clay.

The towers and the square projection in the middle have the same parapet
as the rest of the wall, and in two of the projections in the opposite sides of the
fort are gateways, of which the entrance is not in the front, but on one side,
from whence it is continued through half the mass, and then turns by a right
angle into the place. On any alarm the whole passage is choked up with trees;
and the outside surrounded to some distance with a strong bed of thick thorny
bushes. The rampart and parapet is covered by a shed of strong thatch, sup-
ported by posts; the eves of this shed project over the battlement. This shed
affords shelter to those on the rampart, and guards it against the sun and the
rain. An area of 500 yards or more, in every direction round the fort, is
preserved clear, of which the circumference joins the high wood, which is kept
thick, three or four miles in breadith round this centre. Few of these forfs
permit more than one path through the woods. The entrance of the path
from without is defended by a wall exactly similar in construction and strength
to one of the sides of the fort, having its round towers at the ends, and square
projection in the middle. From natural sagacity they never raise this redoubt
on the edge of the wood, but at the bottom of a recess cleared on purpose, and
on each side of the recess raise a breastwork of earth or hedge to gall the
approach. The path admits only three men abreast, winds continually, and is
everywhere commanded by breast works in the thicket; and has in its course
several redoubts similar to that of the entrance, and like that flanked by breast-
works on each hand. .

Such were the defences of Bobilee (which are given at length as a general
specimen of all poligar forts), against which M. Bussy marched with 750 Euro-
peans, of whom 250 were horse, four field pieces, and 11,000 peons and sepoys,
the army of Vizeram Rauze, who commanded them in person. The attack
commenced at break of day on the 24th of January, 1757, with the field pieces
against the four tewers, and by nine o’clock several of the battlements were
broken. All the leading parties of the four divisions then advanced at the same
time with scaling ladders, but, after much endeavour for an hour, not a man had
been able to get on the rampart, and many had fallen wounded. Other parties fol-
lowed with little success, until all were so fatigued that a cessation was ordered ;
during which the field pieces having beaten down more of the parapet, gave the
second attack greater advantage; but the ardour of the defence increased with
the danger. The garrison fought with the indignant ferocity of wild beasts,
defending their dens and families; several of them stood as in defiance, on the
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top of the battlements, and endeavoured to grapple with the first ascendants, -
hoping with them to twist the ladders down, and this failing, stabbed with their

lances ; but being wholly exposed, were easily shot by aim from the rear of the

escalade. The assailants admired, for no Europeans had seen such excess of
courage in the natives of Hindostan, and continually offered quarter, which was

always answered by menace and intention of death; not a man had gained the

rampart at two in the afternoon, when another cessation of attack ensued. On,
this Rangaroo assembled the principal men, and told them there were no hopes

of maintaining the fort ; and that it was immediately necessary to preserve their

wives and children from the violation of the Europeans, and the still more

ignominious authority of Vizeram Rauze.

A number of the garrison, called without distinction, were allotted to the
work. They proceeded every man with his lance, a torch, and his poinard, to
the habitations in the middle of the fort; to which they set fire indiscriminately,
plying the flame with straw prepared with pitch or brimstone, and every man
stabbed without remorse the woman or child whichsoever attempted to escape
the flame and suffocation. The massacre being finished, those who accomplished
it returned like men agitated by the furies to die themselves on the walls.

M. Law, who commanded one of the divisions, observed that the number of
defenders was comsiderably diminished, and advanced again to the attack. After
several ladders had failed, a few grenadiers got over the parapet, and maintained
their footing in the tower until more secured the possession. Rangaroo, hastening
to the defence of the tower, was killed by a musket ball. His fall increased the .
desperation of his friends,-who crowding to revenge his death left other parts of
the rampart bare. The other divisions of the French troops having advanced,
numbers on both sides got over the parapet without opposition, nevertheless
none of the defenders quitted the rampart, or would accept quarter, but each
advancing against or struggling with an antagonist would resign his poinard only
with death. The slaughter of the conflict being over, another much more
dreadful presented itself in the area below. The transport of victory lost all its
joy; all gazed on each other with silent astonishment and remorse, and the
fiercest could not refuse a tear to the destruction spread before them. Four of
the soldiers of Rangaroo, on seeing him fall, concealed themselves in an un-
frequented part of the fort, until night was far advanced ; when they dropped
down from the walls, and speaking the same language passed unsuspected through
the quarters of Vizeram Rauze. They concealed themselves in the thicket, and
the third night after, two of them crawled into the tent of Vizeram Rauze, stabbed
him in 32 places, and were immediately cut to pieces. Had they failed, the
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ether two remaining in the forest were bound by the same oath to perform the
same deed, or perish in the attempt.—(Orme, &c.)

BimrieaTaM (Bhimalapatana).—A sea-port town in the Northern Circars, 16
miles N. N. E. from Vizagapatam. Lat. 17° 53' N. long. 83° 34" E. A con-
siderable traffic is carried on in native craft, and the Dutch have still a factory
here, for the purchase of piece goods, various sorts of which are manufactured
in the adjacent country.

Vizianacrum.—The capital and residence of the formerly powerful Raja of
Vizianagrum, whose ancestor acted so conspicuous a part at the siege of Bobilee
as above narrated. Lat. 18° 3’ N. long. 83° 36" E. 26 miles N. by E. of
Vizagapatam.

ConaraH.—A town in the Northern Circars, 30 miles N. N. E. from Vizaga-
patam. Lat. 17° 59° N. long. 83° 44’ E.

THE DISTRICT OF RAJAMUNDRY (Rgjamandiri).

The third district of the Northern Circars, proceeding from the north, and
situated between the 16th and 17th degrees of north latitude. To the north it is
bounded by the district of Vizagapatam; on the south by that of Masulipatam;

-on the east it has the sea; and on the west the dominions of his highness the

Nizam. The limits of this district have undergone several fluctuations, and are
at present but ill defined. Part of the original circar lies to the south, but the
greater proportion to the north of the Godavery, which separates it from Ellore.
This river divides itself into two great branches, 35 miles from the sea, with
which it forms the island of Nagarum, a triangular space comprehending 500
square miles; but of very great value in proportion to its extent. From the
Poliveram zemindary, on the west, the great range of hills limits this cirear,
and the small river Settieveram describes its northern boundary to Cicacole.
In 1784 the whole circar of Rajamundry included about 1700 square miles of
accessible territory. The intervening space between the small rivers Yellerie and
Settieveram is subdivided by water courses to answer the purposes of irrigation
in the two principal zemindaries of Peddapore and Pettipoor. The island of
Nagarum is enclosed by the two greater branehes of the Godavery, and inter-
sected by five lesser ones, which render it very productive, it being the grand
receptacle of all the slimy mould carried down by the greatest river of the
Deccan. The forests of Rajamundry, from the commencement of the hills aleng
the banks of the Godavery, to Paloonshah on the frentiers of Cummumait,
produce abundance of teak trees, this being the only country on the east side
of the bay of Bengal which furnishes this durable species of timber.
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The cultivation of sugar is carried on to a considerable extent in the Pedda-
pore and Pettipoor zemindaries, along the banks of the Elyseram river, which
though small has a constant flow of water the whole year, sufficiently large not
only to water the sugar plantations during the driest seasons, but also a great
variety of other productions, such as paddy, ginger, turmeric, yams and chillies.
The stream of water, during the driest season, renders the lands adjoining more
fertile than almost any other in India, and particularly fitted for the growth of
the sugar cane. A considerable quantity of sugar also is raised in the Delta of
the Godavery, and the cultivation might be increased to any amount. From the
same spot they do not attempt to raise a crop oftener than every third or fourth
year, but during the intermediate time, plants of the leguminous tribe are culti-
vated. The method of cultivating the cane, and manufacturing the sugar by the
natives in this district, is, like all their other works, extremely simple. The
whole apparatus, a few bullocks excepted, does not amount to more than six
or eight pounds sterling. One acre of sugar cane in a tolerable season yields
about 10 candy of sugar, each candy weighing about 500 pounds, and is worth
on the spot per candy from 16 to 24 rupees. Here on an average six pounds of

-juice from good canes yield one pound of sugar. The refuse is given to cattle,

or carried away by the labourers, there being no distilling of rum.

The principal towns of this district are Rajamundry, Ingeram, Coringa,
Bundermalanca, Peddapoor, and Pettipoor, but there is little export trade car-
ried on, except from Coringa. The territory was ceded to the French in 1753,
by Salabut Jung, the reigning soubahdar of the Deccan, and acquired to the
British by Lord Clive in 1765. In 1817, the total gross collection of the public
revenue was as follows :

Land revenue . . . . . . . 568,462 star pagodas.
Salt . . . . .. . .. . "67,023

Land custom . . . . . . . 21,946

Exclusive sale of spirits (Abkarry) 11,361

Sundry small branches of revenue 665

Stamps . . . . . . . . . 5,099

Tobacco monopoly . . . . . s

Total 674,550

In 1812 it was discovered, that the genefal police of the district would be

greatly benefited by a road through the jungle, from the town of Rajamundry:
to that of Rajanagrum, distant 12 miles, the adjacent country having been thrown
into a state of alarm by the depredations of a noted freebooter, named Pundoa.
Dorah, and the murder of Lieutenant Douglas. In 1813, the magistrate recom-
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mended that the jungle should be extirpated by emcouragement to bring the
land under cultivation; but the proprietor, on being applied to, stated that this
improvement had formerly been attempted, but that generally the ground over
which the jungle extended was so very stony and barren, that it would produce
nothing but thorns. The proprietor, however, undertook, for an advance of
500 pagodas, to construct the road himself, which was accordingly acquiesced
in, and the undertaking ordered to be immediately commenced. In 1807, a
police corps of 1000 men was maintained by government for the protection of
this district at an expense of 25,948 pagodas per annum. —( J. Grant, Hodgson,
Rorburgh Orme, &c. &c.)

- Rasamunpry.—The capital of the preceding dlstnct, situated on the east
side of the Godavery, about 50 miles from its mouth, lat. 16° 59" N. long.
81° 53’ E. Near Rajamundry the Godavery is about a mile in breadth, and in

“June and July, when the river is full, makes a grand appearance. The bed of
the river is here very deep, and very little raised above the level of the sea, in
consequence of which, during a remarkable rising of the sea at Coringa, about
35 years ago, ships were found drifted as high as this place. Not far from the
town, the Godavery separates into several branches, forming various fertile
deltas and large islands. The banks on both sides are from 20 to 30 feet high,
and consist chiefly of hardened clay marle, great portions of which are carried
away and deposited elsewhere, causing much contention among the land owners:
In the middle of the town, and near the river, there formerly stood a large fort,
with mud walls of little strength.

The Rajas of Rajamundry are mentioned by Ferishta as mdependent princes
when the Deccan was invaded by Allah ud Deen, A. D. 1295; and it was sub-
jected by the Bhamenee sovereigns of the Deccan, A.D. 1471. Travelling dis-
tance from Hyderabad 237 miles; from Madras 365; and. from Calcutta 665
miles.—(Orme, Heyne, Rennell, &c.)

Gopavery River ((Gadavari, also named the Gunga Godavery ).—Innumerable
rivulets issuing from the Western Ghaut mountains and Chandpoor hills, about
the 20th degree of north latitude, and 70° of east longitude, join their streams
near to Koombhauree, and their union forms the main channel of the Godavery
river, From amongst these currents the Hindoos have selected one, to which, -
without any apparent reason for the preference, they assign the honour of being
the source of the Godavery, one of their most sacred streams, and the largest
river of the Deccan. At Trimbuck Nasser, 53 miles distant from the western
Indian Ocean, where this brook issues, temples are erected, which are resorted
to by the pious of the Hindoo persuasion from all parts of India.

- After traversing the large province of Aurungabad, and the Telingana country
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from west to east, it turns to the south-east, and receives the Baingunga about
90 miles from the sea, besides many lesser streams in its previous course. Near
Rajamundry it separates into two principal branches, and these, subdividing
again, form altogether several tide harbours for vessels of moderate burthens;
such as Ingeram, Coringa, Yanam, Bundermalanca, and Narsipoor, all situated
at different mouths of this river. Its whole course, including the windings,
may be estimated at 850 miles in length, having nearly travelled across from
sea to sea. At Collysair ghaut, in the province of Gundwana, lat. 18° 38" N
long. 80° 35" E. the bed of the Godavery is about a mile in breadth; and in the
beginning of May consists of a wide expanse of sand, the river being separated
into many little shallow streams, nowhere more than 15 inches in depth. In
the rainy season the bed is filled, and the river rolls along a prodigious volume
of water.

YERNAGoODUM.—A town in the Northern Circars, 15 miles west from Raja-

mundry. Lat. 16° 58 N. long. 81° 39’ E.
- The forests on the banks of the Godavery abound with timber fit for the pur-
poses of ship building, being of a superior size and quality. In March, 1814,
the firm of William Palmer and Co. from their own observation, and from facts
detailed by the inhabitants of the Ramgur and Paloonshah pergunnahs, were of
-opinion, that a navigation 400 miles in length might be opened during four
‘months of the year on this river and the Wurda, which would greatly facilitate
the commercial intercourse between the inland provinces of the Deccan and the
bay of Bengal.—( Rennell, J. Grant, Blunt, H. Russell, &c. &c.)

Pepparoor (Padmapura).—A town in the Rajamundry district, 17 miles
north from Coringa. Lat. 17° 6’ N. long. 82° 15" E. Sugar cane to a consider-
able extent is cultivated in the Peddapoor zemindary, along the banks of the
Eliseram river. A battle was fought here in 1758, between the French army
commanded by M. de Conflans, and the English commanded by Colonel Forde,
in which the former were totally defeated.—( Roxrburgh, Orme, &c.)

Corinca (‘Caranga).—A considerable sea-port town in the district of Raja-
mundry, 30 miles S. E. from the town of Rajamundry. Lat. 16° 40’ N. long.
82°44' E. Coringa bay is the only smooth water on the Coromandel coast, in
the south-west monsoon; Point Godavery, projecting out to the southward,
breaks the swell. In consequence of this favourable circumstance, a wet dock
has been formed here, which is the only construction of the kind on the conti-
nent between Calcutta and Bombay. A bar of mud lies across the entrance,
through which ships must be forced. A considerable number of country vessels
of small burthen, are annually built at this port. A remarkable rise of the
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ocean and inundation took place here about 35 years ago, which destroyed a
great number of the inhabitants and much property.

The register of imports at this place exhibits a trade with Calcutta, and a few
places to the eastward, in rice, cummin seed, paper, and copper from the former,
and small supplies of pepper and timber from the latter. The exports from
Coringa to Calcutta, and partially to Pegu, consist of piece goods and teak
wood to the first, and piece goods to the last. From the 1st of May, 1811, to
the 30th of April, 1812, the total value of imports of every description was
170,960 Arcot rupees ; and of exports 822,348 Arcot rupees. In the course of
the above period, 131 vessels and craft, measuring 12,876 tons, arrived ; and
235, measuring 26,714 tons, departed.—( Parliamentary Reports, Johnson, &c.)

INJERAM.— A town in the Northern Clrcars, six miles south from Coringa.
Lat. 16° 45" N. long. 82° 18’ E.

AMMALAPOOR.—A town in the Northern Clrcars, situated on a branch of the
Godavery river, near its junction with the bay of Bengal, 53 miles N. E. from
Masulipatam. Lat. 16° 25" N. long. 81° 58’ E. About 12 miles east from Amma-
lapoor, is a village named Sura-Yana-Yanam, and close to it a lake, at the bottom
of which sulphur is found deposited. This lake is narrow, but extends several
miles in length, from north to south, and is everywhere very shallow. At its
southern extremity it communicates with a branch of the Godavery, and it is
also connected with a salt water creek, from whence its water is received during
the rainy monsoon. In the warm season it is nearly dry, when the mud exhales
a disagreeable smell. Near the lake the country is quite flat, without any hill
nearer than 50 miles, and stones are nearly as rare. The soil over this portion
of the Northern Circars is either a rich red clay mixed with vegetable mould, or
it is black cotton ground, under which is always found a bed of marle. Earth-
quakes in this vicinity are entirely unknown, and volcanic productions equally
rare. In the neighbourhood, fine cloth in considerable quantities is manufac-
tured.—( Heyne, &c.)

GuLcuNDAH.—A town in the Northern Circars, 75 miles W. by S. from Vi-
zagapatam. Lat. 17° 33" N. long. 82°18  E.

RuMpan.—A town in the district of Rajamundry, situated towards the
western frontier. The country of Rumpah forms a part of the British territory,
but whether from its mountainous and unhealthy situation, or its unprofitable
nature, the ancestors of the present Raja have been in possession of Rumpah
and villages adjacent, without rendering an account to any superior, for many
years. During the life of Pundoo Dorah, the freebooter, it was an asylum for
every description of vagrants, besides which, the chiefs had always been in the
habit of levying a duty on goods transported by the Godavery river. For these
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and other crimes they had been expelled ; but in 1815, Ram Boaoputty, the no-
minal Talookdar of Rumpah, having seized and put to death the above-named
notorious freebooter, the Madras presidency, in reward for this exploit, ordered
the estate to be restored to him, on condition that he would maintain such a
pelice as would in future prevent its becoming a resort of plunderers, and also
that he would abstain from levying any transit duties on the Godavery.—( Public
MS. Documents, &c.)

MapparorLamM.—A town in the Northern Circars, situated in a populous_
country, 33 miles E. N. E. from Masulipatam. Lat. 16° 24’ N. long. 81° 45 E.
In this neighbourhood the manufacture of fine long cloth is carried on to a can-
siderable extent.

BunpErRMALANCA (‘Bander Maha Lanca ).—A town in the Northern Circars,
54 miles E. N. E. from Masulipatam. Lat. 16° 26' N. long. 81° 59" E.

N Arsipoor.—A town in the northern Circars, 34 miles E. by N. from Masu-
lipatam. Lat. 16° 21° N. long. 81° 51" E.

NacaraM —A town and fertile tract of country in the Northern Circars, in-
sulated by two branches of the Godavery.

THE DISTRICT OF MASULIPATAM.

The fourth district into which the Northern Circars have been divided for the
collection of the revenue and administration of justice. To the north it is
bounded by Rajamundry; on the south by Guntoor and the sea; to the east it
has the bay of Bengal; and on the west the dominions of his. highness the
Nizam. Its present limits comprehend a great proportion of the ancient Circars
of Ellore and Condapilly, under which heads respectively further topographical
particulars will be found. The principal towns are Masulipatam, Ellore, and
Sicacollum.

In 1813, this district was much disturbed by predatory inroads of proscribed
or rebellious zemindars, subjects of the British government, who had taken
refuge on the frontiers of the Nizam’s territories, where they procured reinforce-
ments of men and arms from the turbulent and disaffected, always a numerous
class under a native, or any other government. Application was in consequence
made to the Nizam for permission to pursue them within his boundaries, which
being acceded to without much difficulty, a force was dispatched, which suc-
ceeded in apprehending many of the inferior offenders, several of their leaders
(among whom were three of their most celebrated chiefs), and also a Brahmin,
who accompanied them.in their maurading expeditions, in order to keep their
accounts with accuracy and regularity. From the result of the subsequent
trials, it appeared that this gang had been dispatched by a petty zemindar in

M2
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the Cummumait (a Nizam’s district) for the purpose of murdering the widow
of a zemindar in the Company’s dominions. This refractory zemindar had for-
merly held lands within the Masulipatam jurisdiction; but having been deprived
of them for not paying the revenue, turned freebooter, and for several years in-
fested the British territories, although a large reward had been offered for his
apprebhension. Other gangs from the same quarter invaded the district, and
tortured the inhabitants in order to extért the discovery of concealed hoards;
the whole protected and encouraged by Ashwa Row, the zemindar of Paloonsha.
The difficulty of protecting so exposed a frontier was then experienced, as the
employment of regular troops was only a temporary resource, and had only the
effect of securing the inhabitants during the time they remained on the spot ;
besides which, it was quite impracticable to keep regular troops stationed in
every village along so very extensive a line of frontier.

- In 1807, the total gross collection of the public revenue in the Masulipatam

district was as follows : Star pagodas.
- Landrevenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 276,538
Salt . . . . . . . . . 0 . .. .. . . . 24661
Land customs . . e+« . . . . 43654
Exclusive sale of spmts (Abkarry) e+ o+« « . . . 30314
Sundry small branches of revenue . . . . . . . . 4,292
Stamps . . e e e e e e e e e e 6,583
Tobacco monopoly Coe e
Total . . 386,043

(J. O. Tod, Hodgson, Public MS. Documents, &c. &c.)

Masvrrpataym (Mausali-patan).—The capital of the preceding district, and a
* sea-port town of considerable note. Lat. 16° 10' N. long. 81° 14" E. The fort
of Masulipatam is an oblong square figure, 800 yards by 600, situated in the
midst of a salt morass, close to an inlet or canal, which, opening a communiea-
tion with the sea and the Krishna, enlarges the means of defence, without ex-
posing the works to an immediate naval attack, as no ship can come within
reach of cannot shot, nor any approaches be made on the land side, except be-
tween the north and east points of the compass. The pettah, or town of
Masulipatam, is situated a mile and a half to the north-west of the fort, on a
plot of ground rising above the fort; across which the communication between
this ground and the fort is by a straight causeway, 2000 yards in length. The
town is very extensive, and its site on the further side is bounded by another
- morass, both of which are miry even in the driest season. Such was the de-
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scription of this fortress during the Carnatic wars of the 18th century; but
since then many alterations have taken place. In 1812, Sir Samuel Auchmuty
considered it to be the only defensible post in the Northern Circars, but while
its works were just sufficiently strong to invite, they were too weak to resist for
any length of time, the attack of a European enemy. Under all circumstances,
as they then existed, he was inclined to think that the best plan would be to
demolish the whole, and take up a new fortified position at Ellore, or some
strong position in the interior.

The shore at Masulipatam is still, and it is the only port from Cape Comorin
on which the sea does not beat with a strong surf, and capable of receiving ves-
sels of 300 tons burthen. It early became a port of commercial resort, and still
carries on an extensive foreign commerce; but notwithstanding the fertility of
the adjacent country, watered by numerous small rivers and channels from the
Krishna and Godavery, large quantities of rice are annually imported for the
use of the inhabitants. Masulipatam has long been.famous for-chintzes, but
although much cheaper, they are neither so handsome nor of so good a quality
in proportion as the Européan chintzes. The former is an article of very general
wear all over Persia, and there is a considerable trade carried on between that
port and the gulf of Persia. The general trade of Masulipatum extends very
little beyond the ports of Calcutta and Bussora, and with those places it is prin-
cipally confined to the article of piece goods; to the last mentioned the export
of cloth is considerable. From Calcutta are imported rice, raw silk, shawls,
rum, and sugar; and between this place and the Maldives islands, chintz goods
and snuff to a small extent have been exchanged for coco nuts. From the 1st of
May, 1811, to the 30th April, 1812, the total value of imports of every descrip-
tion amounted to 418,000 rupees; and of exports to 2,136,298 rupees. Within
the same period 755 vessels and craft, measuring 31,277 tons, amved and 727
vessels and craft, measuring 31,048 tons, departed..

Masulipatam was conquered by the Bhamenee sovereigns of the Deccan so
early as A. D. 1480. In 1669, the French established a factory here; and in -
1751 received possession of a town and fort, when they modernised the defences,
and improved it very much.. It was taken.from them by storm on the night of™
the 7th April, 1759, by the British troops under the command of Colonel Forde,
the garrison which surrendered amounted ta 500 European and 2537 sepoys and
topasses, being considerably more numerous than the assailants. After this
the town and adjacent territory were ceded to the British, with whom: they have
remained ever since. Travelling distance from Calcutta 764 miles; from Delhi
1084 ; from Madras 292, and from Hyderabad 203 miles.—(Orme, J. Grant,
Parliamentary Reports, Sir Samuel Auchmuty, &c. &c.. &e.)
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DEevy.—A town in the Northern Circars, 28 miles S. W. from Masulipatam.
Lat. 15° 53' N. long. 80° 57" E.

Juceean PETTAH.—A town in the Masulipatam district, situated close to the
western border. This place is principally inhabited by opulent traders, the se-
curity of whose persons and property is of the utmost importance to the neigh-
bouring districts. Prior to the establishment of the judicial system, a strong
guard of local militia were stationed here, but they were subsequently with-
drawn.

ErrorE (‘Elura).—One of the five original Northern Circars, but at present
mostly comprehended in the modern district and collectorate of Masulipatam.
The Ellore and Condapilly circars occupy the whole of the space between the
Krishna and Godavery rivers; the district of Masulipatam towards the sea; the
inland province of Cummumait in the Nizam’s territories towards the west, and
the jeel, ar lake of Colair, which is chiefly formed by the overflowings of the
above two rivers. Its superficial contents may be estimated at 2700 square
miles, exclusive of the high mountainous region on the west.—(J. Grant, &c.)

ErrLorE.—A town in the Northern Circars, formerly of considerable note;
but now rather in a state of decay. Lat. 16° 43’ N. long. 81° 15" E. Travelling
distance from Hyderabad 183 miles; from Madras 310; and from Calcutta 719
miles.

CoraIr LAke.—The bed of this lake is situated five miles to the south of
Ellore, and extends 47 miles in length from east to west, and 14 in breadth from
north to south. From the beginning of the rains in July, until the end of Sep-
tember, the whole is overspread with water, except 60 or 70 small islets, in
which the inhabitants remain ; but during the rest of the year the whole is dry
and passable, and in many places highly cultivated. The lake is chiefly formed
by the overflowings of the Krishna and Godavery ; and its waters are conducted
into many channels to irrigate the circumjacent territory.—(Orme, 5th Report,
J. Grant, &c.)

MaraviLLy.—A village in the Ellore circar, 16 miles S. W. from the town of
Ellore. This is one of the seven villages in this district near to which diamonds
are found ; the names of the others are Partal, Atcoor, Burthenypadoo, Pertalla,
Woaustapilly, and Codavetty Calloo.—( Heyne, &c.)

ConpariLLy (Canadapalli)—One of the five original Northern Circars ; but
like Ellore, now for the most part comprehended in the Masulipatam collector-
ship. In 1786, the area of the two was estimated at 3400 miles, exclusive of the
high mountainous region on the west. By the Mahommedans this territory is
named Mustaphanagur, which is also its appellation in the revenue books. Be-
sides the Krishna, which bounds it on the south-west, this country is watered by
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everal smaller streams, and is on the whole, tolerably well cultivated, but much
mferior to Tanjore, or the more flourishing districts of Bengal. There are dia-
mond mines in Condapilly, but for many years they have not produced any profit
either to government or to private individuals.—(J. Grant, 5th Report, Ren-
nell, &c.)

ConpariLLy.—The ancient capital of the Condapilly Circar, situated in lat.
16° 37" N. long. 80° 33' E. 49 miles north-west from Masulipatam. This place
was formerly a fortified hill in the Indian style, of considerable strength, but the
urgency no longer existing, the works have been suffered to decay, which has
been the fate of innumerable native fortresses now comprehended in the British
dominions. Condapilly was first conquered from the Hindoo princes about the
year 1471, by the Bhamenee sovereigns of the Deccan, and it came into the
British possession along with the Northern Circars in 1765. Travelling distance
from Hyderabad 142 miles; from Madras 306 ; from Nagpoor 370; and from
Seringapatam 444 miles.—(J. Grant, Ferishta, Rennell, &c.)

MaypourGHAUT.—A town in the Northern Circars, 21 miles N. from Conda-
pilly. Lat. 16° 54' N. long. 80° 37’ E. '

BezoarAa (Bijora).—A town in the Northern Circars, 41 miles N. W. from
‘Masulipatam. Lat. 16° 30° N. long. 80° 43 E. "

THE DISTRICT OF GUNTOOR.

The fifth district of the Northern Circars, which with the addition of Palnaud,
from the Carnatic, now forms a collectorate and magisterial jurisdiction under
the Madras presidency. To the northi it is bounded by the Nizam’s territories
and the district of Masulipatam ; on the south by the districts of Cuddapah and
Ongole ; to the east it has the Bay of Bengal; and on the west the dominions of
the Nizam. In 1786, the original Guntoor Circar comprehended an area of 2500
square miles, exclusive of the mountainous tract on the west; and its general
boundaries are the river Krishna to the north, and the Gondegama (which divides
it from the Carnatic) to the south. The principal towns are Guntoor, Innaconda,
Camupaud, and Nizampatam.

The earth of the Guntoor Circar in the neighbourhood of the populous village
of Mundaram is much impregnated with saltpetre. In this vicinity the soil is
black and capable of producing any sort of grain if supplied with a sufficiency
of moisture. Unfortunately, however, the bed of the Krishna lies too deep, and
after the periodical rains, which terminate in November, it often happens that not
adrop of rain falls until next July, for which reason rice cannot be cultivated in
any considerable quantity. During the menths of April, May, and June, animals
and vegetables suffer greatly from the want of moisture, and every thing exhibits
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the appearance of misery and decay. After the falling of the first rains a very
different scene is presented. The finest verdure springs up everywhere, and
the country throughout is reanimated. The natural strength of the soil is such,
that in good years the Indian corn grows to the height of six and seven feet,
with ears a span in length. The natives, who feed on this grain principally, are
stout and healthy, and during the dry months its straw affords the chief nourish-
ment for the sheep and cattle, which are larger and fatter in Guntoor, than in the
Masulipatam or, Vizagapatam districts; but they are not stout in proportion.
Trees here are not plenty, those seen are mostly clumps of tamarind trees, which
during the hot season afford refreshing shelter to the traveller. Mangoe, coco
nut, and palmira trees, are scarce, but measures have been taken to encourage
the propagation of the latter. There are diamond mines in this circar, but it is
a very long period since they have been productive or profitable.

In 1765, when Lord Clive acquired the other Northern Circars from the Mo-
gul, this circar remained in the possession of Bazalet Jung, the Nizam’s brother,
to be enjoyed by him as a jaghire during his life, after which it was to devolve to
the Company. In 1779, a treaty was most improperly concluded with Bazalet
Jung by the Madras government, without the consent of the Nizam, for the
cession of Guntoor, and in a few months afterwards it was granted by the same
presidency to Mahommed Ali, the Nabob of the Carnatic, on a lease of ten
years; but the whole transaction was annulled in the following year by the Ben-
gal government. Bazalet Jung died in 1782; but the country was not taken
possession of by the Company until 1788 ; they continuing to pay a tribute of
seven lacks of rupees to the Nizam. In 1801, the Bengal revenue and judicial
systems were carried into effect; but the Guntoor circar having come later under
the British dominion than the other four districts, it was assessed with a refer-
ence to the average collections during the period of 13 years that it had been
subject to the Company’s authority. In 1803, when the present Nizam, Secunder
Jah, succeeded his father on the throne of Hyderabad, he offered to relinquish
the tribute paid by the British government on account of this circar, but the
offer was refused by the Marquis Wellesley, then Governor-General.

In March, 1816, Guntoor suffered dreadful ravages from a numerous body of
~ Pindaries, which entered the British territories on the western borders of the
Masulipatam district, and having crossed the Krishna at Munaloor and Koonke-
paud, partially plundered Amrawatty.

On the 10th March, they plundered 20 villages, 13 persons were killed or de-
stroyed themselves, 19 were wounded, and 340 were tortured in different ways
to extort the confession of concealed treasure.

AL
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. 'On the 11th March, they travelled 33 miles, plundered 72 villages ; 29 persons
were killed, 128 wounded, and 731 tortured.

12th, marched 38 miles, plundered 54 villages ; 23 persons were killed, 176
wounded, and 1241 tortured. .

13th, marched 62 miles, plundered 20 villages; 11 persons were killed, 22
" wounded, and 136 tortured.

14th, marched 26 miles, plundered 49 villages; 19 persons were killed, 36
wounded, and 234 tortured.

15th, marched 24 miles, plundered 24 villages; 36 persons were Jnlled 1o
wounded, and 107 tortured.

16th, marched 23 miles, plundered 34 villages; 12 persons were kllled 20
wounded, and 111 tortured. On this day they quitted the Guntoor district,
and entered that of Cuddapah; but for the sake of connexion their whole route
shall here be given until they left the British territories. '

17th, marched 15 miles, plundered 25 villages; 9 persons were killed, 18
wounded, and 93 tortured.

18th, marched 45 miles, plundered 23 villages; 14 persons were killed, 56
wounded, and 237 tortured. This day they commenced their retreat, havmg
plundered the pettah of Cumbum.

19th, marched 30 miles, no villages plundered for want of time; 4 persons
killed, 11 wounded, and 127 tortured. '

20th, marched 37 miles, plundered 7 villages; 9 persons were killed, 8
wounded, and 234 tortured.

21st, marched 14 miles, and by 3 o’clock in the afternoon, the whole banditti
had crossed the Krishna. A detachment of British troops came in sight of them
just as they reached the opposite side.

During the whole incursion the excess of their cruelty and lust could only be
equalled by that of their cowardice, as was evinced by the precxpltancy with
which they plundered, and their flight on the slightest opposition ; but it is im-
possible adequately to describe the consequences of the alarm they created.
Twenty-five women, several of whom had infants, drowned themselves. At
Mavolee ten women with six children, seeing their fathers and brothers mur-
dered, destroyed themselves by setting fire to the houses in which they had
asembled. The Pindary incursion within the British boundaries, lasted eleven
days, during which time they plundered 339 villages; killed or caused to
destroy themselves 182 persons, wounded 505, and tortured in different ways
3603. This band of robbers was estimated at 5000 men, composed of all tribes
from the Turk, Brahmin, and Rajpoot, to the Pariar and Chuckler, of whom not
more than 2000 appear to have been mounted or equipped ; the rest had horses

VOL. II. 4 )
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of an inferior description; seldom so high ds 12 hands, but'abstinent and hardy.
The intelligence they obtained was excellent, and collected in various ways,
especially from itinerant merchants, mendicants, and religious devotees. There
is no doubt that several native subjects of the British government accompamed
them ; some indeed were recognized.

On this melancholy occasion the public injury done was not to be calculated
in, money, the pecuniary loss, though great, bearing no proportion to the moral
and the loss of character sustained by a government apparently unable to pro-
tect its subjects. The government loss in money was only 818 pagodas; the
loss by government and the zemindars by the destruction of crops 9606 pagodas;
but the loss of private property was very great. Many of the inhabitants before
and after they had been visited by the Pindaries, left their houses and fled to the
hills and jungles, and thus gave an opportunity to the Lumbadies and domestic
thieves to steal with impunity. The total amount of claims under this head was
365,910 star pagodas; of which amount 256,965 was admitted by the commis-
sioners appointed to investigate. The amount of cash claimed was very small,
and curiously distributed, for while large sums were claimed by a few individuals
as dug up hoards, the proportion of persons who appear to have possessed ready
money was much smaller than might have been expected from the known habit
of the natives. Yet the incursion took place during the months when it is cus-
tomary for both Hindoos and Mahommedans to celebrate their marriages, for
which ceremony a small sum of money is absolutely necessary. The loss
claimed for gold and silver ornaments was very great, and probably correct,
when it is considered that every nauve of India has more or less of these i n h:s
possession,

Nothing of this last description escaped the Pindaries, who, although hardly
one of them knew a third word of Telinga, all knew those for silver anMd gold.
To assist their expressions they carried a ring on each finger, to which they
pointed when pronouncing the emphatic words, and no one ventured to misun-
derstand them. The sum admitted by the commissioners for losses undei this
head was 125,368 star pagodas; and those admitted for losses of clothes 43,068,
although a much larger sum was claimed. It is probable, however, that only the
finer sorts were carried away ; much was cut up for torches after being dipped . in
ghee, some converted to horse furniture, arnd much stolen during the confusien by
private thieves. The sum admitted for loss of eopper and brass pots was 7297
pagodas; but it is likely that many of these articles only changed masters, being

carried from one village and dropt at another when richer booty occurred. Not
many cattle were carried off, very few horses and those of a wretched description,
and there was no mstance of their haviag killed bullocks for food. The cla.uns of



GUNTOOR.] THE NORTHERN CIRCARS. | 91

the poorer inhabitants, and ef the cultivating classes in general, appear in almost
all instances to have been just; but in Guntoor and the larger towns, many
claims were fabricated for the occasion. The claims of European gentlemen
amounted to 1689 pagodas. The Madras presidency, however, in 1817, had not
acceded to the payment of these claims, both on account of their great amount,
and also because they doubted the expediency or necessity of holding the govern-
ment responsible for losses which might ensue from the failure of its protection ;
it being absolutely impossible, with their limited military force, to afford it
against powerful bands of predatory horse regularly organized for plunder.

In 1816, it appears from the returns that there were 2922 Cuttoobuddy peons,
exclusive of 1300 men employed by the zemindars, scattered over the Gun-
toor and Palnaud districts; the collector employed 547 peons, and the police
corps amounted to 308 men. Butit is to the want of fire arms in the hands of
the inbabitants, that the general success of the Pindary invasion is to be attri--
buted ; as it was, many of the natives distinguished themselves by their gallant
resistance. From the repeated instances of good conduct on the part of the in-
habitants, it seemed quite certain, that arms judiciously distributed would ‘be
attended with the best consequences. To arm Brahmins or Banyans, or even
common cultivators, would be preposterous ; but the higher class of Reddies and
Cummavars may at all times be trusted, and in many villages of the Northern
Circars, numbers of Rachewars and Velmavars are to be found, proverbial for
courage and martial spirit. The aggregate of these classes has been estimated
at 2182 men, and now the desire of revenge which operates on their minds,
would lead them to seek an opportunity, if it occurred by a return of ‘the Pin-
daries. Itis to be hoped, however, that the strong measures adopted by the
Marquis of Hastings in 1817 will preclude the necessity of such precautious
arrangements, and effectually prevent a repetition of the devastation and cruel-
ties of which the above is so distressing a picture. :

In 1817, the total gross collection of the public revenue in the Guntoor dis~

tnict was as follows :— '
Landrevenue . . . . . . . . . 802,406 star pagodas.
Salt . . . . ... .0 .. . 60772
Land customs . . . e s 25,087
Exclusive sale of spmts (Abkarry) .. 3,891
Sundry small branches of revenue . . 16,845
Stamps . . c e v« e 4+ . 3,756

"l‘nhaceomonopoly....... ”»

Total 412 738
( Oalm, F. W. Robertson, Hodgson, Rennell, 5th Report, &c. &c.)
N2
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GunTtoor.—The chief town of the Guntoor circar, situated in lat. 16° 17 N.
long. 80° 32" E. 48 miles west of Masilipatam. This place was attacked on the
12th March, 1816, by the Pindaries, who being favoured by a thick fog, entered
it without opposition, and continued to pillage it for four hours. The military
force then consisted of only 30 invalid sepoys and 20 peons, who were required
to guard the treasury (containing 113,633 rupees), the jail, and the courts of
justice, so that the only detachment sent into the town consisted of five sepoys,
two half caste boys, and two peons, headed by a pensioned soubahdar and the’
cutwall, who performed the service they were sent on (the bringing away a
quantity of ammunition) in a most gallant manner. Most of the wealthy in-
habitants of the town assembled at the house of the zemindar Vassereddy,
which being a capacious building enclosed with a good wall afforded shelter to
a considerable number. They had received some muskets and ammunition from
the acting magistrate, with which having killed one Pindary and wounded se-
veral others, the rest did not persevere in their attempt to enter the enclosure,
but moved off in a north-east direction towards Munglaterry, where they found
considerable plunder, as, besides its being a place of commercial resort, it con-
tains a pagoda of some note, where many persons were assembled to celebrate
the principal feast of the year. During the subsequent investigation, advantage
was attempted to be taken by the inhabitants of the supposed liberality of go-
vernment, by the fabrieation of false claims, and the Wyduk Brahmins, who
carry on nearly the whole trade, claimed the most, yet universally profess to
gain their livelihood by begging, and under the character of mendicants are
exempted from all direct taxes.—('Oakes, F. W. Robertson, &c. &c.)

ConpAvIr (Canadavir ).—A town in the Northern Circars, 15 miles W. by S
from Guntoor. Lat. 16° 13’ N. long. 80° 18 E.

BeLLuMcONDAH.—A town in the Guntoor district, situated in lat 16°31’ N.
long. 80° 3' E. 36 miles N. W. from Guntoor. At this place the country begins
to assume a hilly aspect as it recedes from the sea. The soil is black and. co-
vered with stones of different kinds, among which grow Indian corn and cotton ;
but the tract of country generally may be considered as very unproductive. In -
the adjacent villages saltpet,re is manufactured.—( Heyne, &c.)

Camupraup.—A town in the Guntoor district, 47 miles north from Ongole.
Lat. 15°56' N. 79° 565’ E.

INNAcOoNDA.—A town in the Guntoor district, 53 miles N. W from Ongole.
Lat. 15°55 N. long. 79°44' E. About 12 miles to the eastward of this place is
the hill of Buggleconda, which is considered by many, both natives and Euro-
peans, to be an extinct volcano, a rare object in Hindostan. There is no record,
however, oreven tradition of any eruption of lava, nor is there any thing to be
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sen on the top in the least resembling a crater. Among the natives it is re-
markable for the frequent earthquakes it experiences. It is about quarter of a
mile in height from the plain, and is covered with large smooth stones, with a
few bushes in the narrow chasms. According to Dr. Heyne the whole moun-
tain is composed entirely of baysalt, which is hard, black, and sonorous. The
earthquakes here often take place several timesin the course of one month, and
are sometimes so violent as to move the houses of the adjacent villages, and roll
down large stones from the hill into the neighbouring plain. The Innaconda hill
has also the reputation of being-an extinct volcano, but like that of Buggleconda
without any very strong claims to the distinction, as it exhibits no traces of lava,

_ nor any substance resembling it, except baysalt.—( Heynre, &c.)

NizaMpaTAM.—A town in the N orthern Circars, 43 miles S. W. from Masu-
lipatam. Lat. 15° 54’ N. long. 80° 45 E. At this place a considerable coastmgi
trade is carried on in the craft navigated by the natives.

BaurETTAH.—A town in the Northern Circars, 13 miles W. N. W. from Nx-
zampatam. Lat. 15° 58 N. long. 80° 30" E.

PaLNavuD (Palanatha).—This is a section of the old Carnatic, or former domi-
nions of the Arcot Nabobs, which from its contiguity has been annexed to the
Guntoor collectorate. - A great proportion of the land here is uncultivated, and
presents to the eye scarcely any thing but a continued jungle of underwood ; and
the valley through which the Krishna flows is a sterile, stony, jungly desert.
In the rainy season it is covered with verdure, but during the hot months when
the foliage is withered, and the land winds prevail, scarcely a vestige is to be
seen of vegetation. A considerable space of country is covered with stones of
a calcareous nature and slaty texture, and the hills encircling the country are
composed of the same materials. The inhabitants were formerly as savage as
their country, until reduced to order by the strong arm of the British power.

A portion of the revenue in Palnaud is procured from the duties levied on the
internal trade, to and from the sea-coast, and collected principally at Timery-
cotta. - Indian corn is the grain principally cultivated, and a brownish sort of
of cotton is also raised and much esteemed by the Punjum weavers about Samul-
cotta. Casia senne also grows abundantly. The jungles of this district are re-
sorted to by herds from the adjacent countries, the proprietors paying a sum to

government according to the number of the cattle. Diamonds and other pre-
cious stones were formerly discovered in this district, especially in the bed of
Krishna; but there is scarcely any manufacture except that of saltpetre, which
is procured of a superior quality. This territory is infested by the Chenchoosee
race of plunderers, and in 1816 had a visit from the Pindaries, who penetrated
through the Bodratee pass. This defile is long, narrow, and stony, and requires
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six hours even for a small party to pass through it. A few troops stationed here
might have arrested the whole body of Pindaries, and so convinced were these
depredators in 1816 of their perilous situation, that they beheaded the Lumba-
dies (itinerant merchants) whom they had pressed as guides for having brought
them into such apparent danger. Like the other frontier districts, Palnaud ex-
periences the inconvenience of its vicinity to the Nizam’s territories, from whence,
notwithstanding the vigorous measures pursued by the Madras presidency, an
incursion of banditti took place in 1815, when two villages were burned and
several of the inhabitants wounded.—( Heyne, Oakes, F. W. Robertson, &c. &c.)

- MAcHERLA.—A town in the Palnaud division, 76 miles west from Guntoor.
Lat. 16° 27° N. long. 79° 16" E.

TiMERYCOTTA.—A town in the Palnaud division of the Guntoor district,
77 miles W. by N. from the town of Guntoor. Lat. 16° 35" N. long. 79° 25’ E.
Six miles to the west of Timerycotta is a cataract formed during the rainy
season by the river Yedlapadu, which in the opposite season is perfectly dry.
The water falls from a height of about 60 feet, into a basin 120 feet in breadth,
omamented with several Hindoo places of worship. The great elevation from
which this water is precipitated would, under proper management, greatly
assist the conducting of it to different quarters for the purposes of irrigation
This place possesses a small fort only capable of resisting predatory cavalry, and
usually garrisoned by a small detachment of the Madras military.-—( Heyse, &c.)

CARAMPOONDY.—A town in the Palnaud division, §5 miles W. by N. from
Guntoor. Lat. 16°24" N. long. 79° 42’ E. '

MovuTariLLy (Muta-pali).—A town situated near the southern extremity of
the Northern Circars, lat. 15° 28° N. long. 80° 12 E. A considerable coasting
trade is carried on from hence in the craft navigated by the natives.

MopariLrLy (or Gondegam).—A small town in the Northern Circars, 13 miles
N.E. from Ongole. Lat. 16°25 N. long. 80° 6 E. .



THE PROVINCE OF KHANDESH.

(KHANDESA.)

A rrovinc¢E of the Deccan, situated principally between the 20th and 22d
degrees of north latitude. To the north it is separated from Malwah by the
course of the Nerbudda; to the south it has Aurungabad and Berar; on the
east are the provinces of Gundwana and Berar; and on the west Gujerat. Its
limits have never been accurately defined, but it may be roughly estimated at
210 miles in length by 80 the average breadth. Khandesh was one of the small
soubahs formed during the reign of Acber, from conquests made south of the
Nerbudda. It then occupied the space between Malwah on the north; Berar
on the east; and Ahmednuggur, afterwards Aurungabad, on the west and south;
but being a new acquisition its boundaries have since greatly fluctuated. In the
northern quarter, the Satpoora range of mountains separates the vallies of the
Tuptee and Nerbudda. By Abul Fazel, in 1582, it is described as follows :

*“ The soubah of Dandees. This soubah was originally called Khandesh, but
upon the conquest of the fortress of Aseer, the name was changed to Dandees.
It is situated in the second climate. In length from Poorgong, which joins to
Hindia to Selung, bordering on the territory of Ahmednuggur, it measures 75
coss; and the breadth from the Jamood, which confines it towards Berar and
Pall, joining to Malwabh, is 50 coss. It is bounded on the north-west by Malwah;
Kalneh confines it to the south; on the east lies Berar; and on the north large
mountains. Thé soubah of Khandesh contains 32 mahals; revenue 12,647,072

tungehs.”
The principal modern geographlcal subdivisions are—
1. Gaulna. 3. Meiwar. 5. Pallnemaur.
2. Khandesh Proper. 4. Bejagur. 6. Hindia.

This is one of the original Maharatta provinees, and like Baglana is remark-
ably strong by nature. Within one day’s march, nearly 20 fortresses, all in
sight, in different directions, may be counted. Chandore, Unky, Tunky, Saler,
Roulee, Nassuck, Trimbuck, Galna, Mongy, Tongy, are all places of this de-
scription. The ridge of the western ghauts extends along the Tuptee, from




96 THE PROVINCE

whence there are passes down to the lower countries; the surface of the country
being generally irregular, although not mountainous, while the vallies are re-
markably close and hot. The Tuptee which runs through it is of considerable
size, with deep and steep banks, consisting mostly of firm black earth. Con-
tiguous to-this river the country is curiously intersected with ravines, from 30 to
40 feet deep, that sometimes wind along for a distance of several miles. As the
road frequently leads through these chasms, during the march of an army, part
of it disappears, and shortly after re-appears covered with dust and half

suffocated. . .

A considerable portion of Khandesh was possessed by the Holcar family,

- having been, like the adjacent province of Malwah, divided between the Peshwa,
Sindia, and Holcar ; but much of the larger share was possessed by the two latter
powers. It wasformerly a well-peopled and flourishing territory ; but at present,
owing to the devastations of the Bheels, Pindaries, and Arabs, together with the
oppression of its Maharatta governors, it is overgrown with jungle, the towns are
in ruiné, ‘the villages destroyed, the soil, though fertile and well watered, uncul-
tivated, the roads cut up, and the whole country depopulated. The chief rivers -
are the Nerbudda, Tuptee, and their tributary streams; the principal towns
Boorhanpoor, Aseerghur, Hindia, Nundoorbar, and Gaulna. A very great
proportion of the inhabitants, probably five-sixths are Hindoos of the Brahminical
persuasion, and the total population is probably under 2,000,000, persons.
Abounding in strong holds, occupied by petty and obstinate native chiefs, the
revenue is collected with great difficulty, and generally requires the intervention
of a military force to effect its realization.

Among the hills, and along the courses of the Nerbudda and Tuptee, many.
Bheel tribes are to be found, whose chiefs command the passes in the hills
which form the northern frontier of Khandesh and Baglana, where their power is
considerable. The whole range of hills also to the north of Boorhanpoor is
subject to these chieftains, who have not only the aboriginal Bheel race at their
command, but generally a few Arab and Hindostany soldiers, whom they retain
to assist in enforcing contributions from merchants and travellers. Owing to
the hilly and inaccessible nature of the country they inhabit, these demi-savages
can render the forcing of the different passes, an arduous undertaking to the
largest armies, a fact of which they on no occasion pretend ignorance. These
hills formed the northern frontier of the Peshwa’s dominions, and it is through
them that marauders penetrate and escape, while they are almost impassable to
detachments of regular troaps. The friendship, therefore, of the Bheel chiefs,
who command so important a barrier, is of more consequence than their apparent
strength would at first view indicate. :

'
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In the beginning of the 15th century, Khandesh was governed by indepen-
dent sovereigns, claiming descent from the Khaliff Omar, and residing at Aseer-
ghur, their capital; but towards the close of that century, it was completely
subdued and annexed to the Mogul empire. In recent times, and more espe-
cially since the Maharatta power began to totter, the greater part of the Khan-
desh province had been usurped by Arab colonists, who, in fact, without any
premeditated scheme, were in a fair way of becoming parémount in Hindostan,
having already all the petty chiefs, whom they served as mercenaries, more or
less under their domination. As a proof of the estimation in which individuals
of that nation are held by the native powers as soldiers, the rate of pay which
they received in the Peshwa’s army, in comparison with that given to other
troops may be stated, viz:

Arabs, the genuine offspring of Arabia, received per month . 15 rupees.
Natives of Hindostan (the same pay as British sepoys) . . 8
Mabharattas and natives of the Deccan . . . . . . 6

The whole of Holcar’s dominions in Khandesh havmg been ceded to the British’
in 1818, and the Arab colonists continuing refractory after every other class had
submitted, its subjugation was undertaken about the middle of May, 1818.
Fortunately for the invaders, the Arabs had made a tyrannical use of their.
usurped authority, so that the great mass of the people were eager for their
expulsion, while the Arabs themselves were not sufficiently numerous to resist
effectually. Yet they did resist, for the alternative offered them was no less
than re-transportation to their own country, a measure to which they appear to
have an extreme (although not altogether singular) repugnance. Force was
resorted to, and the siege of Mulligaum commenced on the 15th of May, 1818,
but on account of the inadequacy of the detachment sent against it, and the
obstinate defence of the Arabs, it did not surrender until the 14th of June. The
last body of Arabs surrendered themselves in December, 1818, but many of the
Bheel chiefs, trusting to their mountainous and jungly recesses, continued refrac-
tory. Into these retreats they were pursued by various British officers, who
expelled them from den after den; but it does not appear from the latest ac-
counts that this harassing and unwholesome warfare is yet terminated.—(Abul
Fazel, Tone, Prinsep, The Marquis Wellesley, Rennell, &c.) ,

Gavr~a.—This is a strong hilly subdivision of the Khandesh province, until
recently mostly possessed by the Holcar Maharatta family. The country is
fertile, and abounds with mountain streams, such as the Poorna, Moossum, and
Guirna ; but its population and cultivation are very inferior to what they are

capable of being carried to under a better government. Besides Gaulna, the
principal towns are Chandore, Loneir, Naumpoor, and Wuckaury.

VOL. II. o
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GavLva.—A large hill fort in the Maharatta territories, 87 miles N. W. from
the city of Aurungabad. -Lat. 20° 44’ N. long. 74° 33" E. This fort stands on
a single hill, which is not very high, but steep and rocky. It is fortified all
round ; on the pettah, or eastern side, where the hill is most slanting, there are
two walls of good masonry. It belonged to Holcar, and was captured in 1804
by Colonel Murray’s detachment. The surrounding country is picturesque and
beautiful, the hills being finely varied and covered with jungle In 1818, on
the approach of the army under Sir Thomas Hislop, the commandant and garri-
son of Gaulna, terrified by the catastrophe at Talnere, evacuated the fort,
which was occupied by the inhabitants of the pettah; the whole having been
ceded to the British government by the Holcar family after the battle of Ma-
heidpoor.—('Sir Thomas Hislop, &c. &c. &c.)

Droors.—A town in Khandesh, 20 miles W. by N. from Chandore. Lat.
20° 22 N. long. 74° 7’ E.

MvuLLicaum.—A town and strong fortress situated on the Moosy, just above
its confluence with the Girna, 75 miles N. W. from Aurungabad. Lat.20°31" N.
long. 74° 36" E. The inner fort at this place is a square of 250 feet, with a

-round tower at each corner, and another in the centre of each face, except the

eastern one, in which are the gates with two towers, on a wall advanced 60 feet
from the body of the place. The walls are 50 feet high and 16 broad; the
ditch 24 feet broad and from 12 to 26 deep, which runs all round, 45 feet from
the curtain, the inner wall of which is carried 16 feet above the soil, and a
strong terraced stabling against it forms two tiers of loop holes, through a five
feet wall, commanding the ditch and outworks. The outer wall of stone and
lime is washed by the Moossum on the western side, and stands 40 feet from
the ditch; but at other places more than three times that distance. On the east
where it is of mud, there is a second, much out of repair, and on the north
where the ditch is passed ; and also at the ninth and last gateway, a double wall
extends nearly to the western cerner, of about 20 feet high and 12 broad,
covering the centre, or paga wall, entirely from view. Such a place is proof
against all irregular approaches, and the rock on which it stands being unfa-
vourable to mining, the fort, if properly defended, is capable of sustaining a
very protracted resistance. During the war of 1818, it was besieged by a British
detachment, when an attempt made in the month of May to earry it by storm
failed, with the loss of three officers killed, two wounded, and 80 men killed and
wounded. On the 1lth of the ensuing June, the grand magazine of the fort
blew up, carrying away the works between the two towers of the inner fort to
the right of the gateway, from their foundatlons and the survivors of the gar-
rison surrendered an the 14th.—( Public Journals, &c. &c.)
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CuanNpore.—A fortified town' of considerable size and strength in the pro-
vince of Khandesh, 85 miles W. N. W. from Aurungabad. Lat. 20° 19’ N. long.
74° 19" E. The fortress of Chandore commands one of the best passes in the
range of hills on which it stands into Khandesh. The hill on which it is
situated, or rather which actually forms the fort, is naturally very strong,
being quite inaccesible everywhere but at the gateway, where alone it is for-
tiied by art, and there is but one entrance of any kind. Notwithstanding
this formidable position, it surrendered by capitulation after a feeble resist-
ance, on the 12th of October, 1804, to the detachment under Colonel Wal-
lace; and during the war of 1818, in consequence of the severe example
made by Sir Thomas Hislop at Talnere, the native commandant on the part of
Holcar sent to notify his intention of giving up the place without opposition.
After passing Chandore, marching north towards the Tuptee, the country is very
wild, and occupied by a half-civilized race of Bheels and Patans. After crossing
the Tuptee, the road to Oojein passes over mountains to Chooly Mheshwur, on
the Nerbudda.—( Maharatta Papers, &c. &c.)

LonErr.—A town in Khandesh, miles N. W. from Chandore. Lat. 20° 30'N.
long. 74° 14’ E.

KuaNDEsH Prorer.—This large district probably comprehiends the whole of
what originally constituted the province of Khandesh during the reign of the
Emperor Acber, and it may still be described as the best peopled and cultivated
portion, being watered by the Tuptee and its numerous tributary streams. The
surface is irregular and strong, and was formerly studded with hill forts, each
possessed by a petty local chieftain, nearly independent of his ostensible supe-
rior, and exercising a despotic authority within the limits of his own domains.
Many of these have been rooted out and their fortresses destroyed, but many
still remain, ready to return to their old predatory habits of rapine, whenever
the strong coercion which now represses them is removed. The principal towns
are Boorhanpoor, the capital, Naundoorbar, Shewara, and Cossomba.

SoancHUR.—A town in Khandesh, 110 miles E. by S. from Surat. Lat.
21° 4’ N. long. 74° 50' E.

SEERPOOR.—A large and populous town in the province of Khandesh, which
formerly belonged to Holcar. Lat. 21°20’ N. long. 74° 52" E.

DurruMGAUM.—A town in Kha.ndesh 77 miles N. from Aurungabad. Lat.
20° 58" N. long. 75° 22" E.

Dynvur.—A town in Khandesh, 70 miles E by S. from Surat. Lat. 21° 3" N.
long. 74° 13’ E. This was formerly the capital of the Powar family, one of the
original branches of the Maharatta confederacy; but in process of time their
possessions were wrested from them by more powerful chieftains, and in 1803,

. o2
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the whole were enclosed within the dominions of Dowlet Row Sindia.—( The
Duke of Wellington, &c.)

PaunkEeira.—A town in Khandesh, 64 miles S. E. from Surat. Lat. 20
55" N. long. 74° 6’ E.

ApiLaBap.—A town in Khandesh, 20 miles S. W. from Boorhanpoor. Lat.
21°4' N. long. 76°* 9" E. Near to this place there is a lake much venerated by
the Hindoos.

Boornanroor (‘Barhanpura).—The ancient eapital of the Khandesh pro-
vince, situated on the north-west bank of the Tuptee. Lat. 21° 19" N. long.
76° 18" E. This is an extensive -city, situated on a fine plain, and surrounded
by a good wall two miles in circumference ; but while in a flourishing condition
it extended ten miles, as it proved by the heaps of ruins scattered in every direc-
tion, and there are still the remains of a large garden named the Laul Baugh,
which extends two miles. The surrounding country is tolerably well cultivated,
and the villages in the vicinity are particularly neat. About 15 miles to the
south is a range of hills which separate Khandesh from Berar.

Boorhanpoor is the head quarters of a singular sect of Mahommedans, named
Bohrah, whose Moullah, or high priest, resides here. They distinguish their
own sect by the name of Ismaeeliah, deriving their origin from one of the fol-
lowers of the prophet, who flourished in the age immediately succeeding that
of Mahommed. They form a very large society, spread all over the countries
of the Deccan, and carry on an extensive commerce in all the provinces
through which their members are dispersed, appropriating a certain portion of
their gains to the maintenance of their high priest. In Surat, there are 600Q
families of Bohrahs (or Boras), and in Oojein 1500. A younger brother of the
Moullah’s resides at Qojein, and exercises a temporary and spiritual authority
over the Bohrahs resident there.

This city, along with the rest of the province, was acquired by the Maha-
rattas at an early period of their history, and has ever since been in a gradual
state of decay. ‘During the war with Dowlet Row Sindia in 1803, it was taken
possession of by Colonel Stevenson’s army without opposition, on the 16th of
October, but was restored at the conclusion of the peace in December next.
Travelling distance from Oojein, 154 miles; from Nagpoor, 256 ; from Poona,
288 ; from Bombay, 340; from Agra, 508 ; and from Calcutta by Nagpoor, 978
miles.—( Hunter, Rennell, Heyne, &c. &c.)

JenanaBap.—This place is separated from Boorhanpoor by the course of
the Tuptee river. Lat. 21° 19’ N. long. 76° 19" E.

NauNpoorBAR.—A town of conmsiderable size in the province of Khan-
desh, 77 miles E. from the city of Surat. Lat. 21° 22/ N. long. 74° 18' E. This
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place was taken possession of in June, 1818, by a detachment under Major
Jardine.

RunNaLvran ((Ranalaya, the place of battle).—A town in Khandesh, 82 miles E.
from Surat. Lat. 21°18 N. long. 74°27 E.

CuopraH.—A town belonging to Holcar in the provmce of Khandesh, 58 miles

west from Boorhanpoor. Lat. 21°14'N. long. 75° 23" E.

TaLNERE (Thalnir).—A fort which commands a ford over the Tuptee river,
situated on the north bank, 83 miles west from Boorhanpoor. Lat. 21° 13" N.
long. 75° E. By Abul Fazel it is noticed as the capital of Adil Shah, the first
independent sovereign of Khandesh, A. D. 1406.—After the dissolution of the
Mogul empire it came early into the possession of the Maharattas, and was one
of the cessions made by the Holcar family, at the treaty of Mundessor; but
when summoned by General Sir Thomas Hislop, in February 1818, on his march
to the south, the commandant and garrison resisted its occupation. Shortly af-
ter, however, the commandant becoming alarmed at the effect of the batteries;
sent to solicit terms, and was desired to open the gates immediately, and sur-
render himself and garrison unconditionally. A delay still occuring, the guns
were brought up, and the first gate blown open, and entered by European sol-
diers; the next gate was found cpen, and at the third the commandant came out
by the wicket, accompanied by a number of Banyans whom he had forced into
the fort from the pettah, and gave himself up to the Adjutant General, Lieutenant
Colonel Conway.

The party then advanced through another gate, and found the fifth gate, which
led to the body of the place, shut, and the Arabs within insisting on terms. Af-
ter some delay, the wicket was opened frem within, and Lieutenant Colonel
Macgregor, Major Gordon, and Captain Macgregor, entered it with two or
three officers, and ten or twelve grenadiers of the Royal Scots, when they
were immediately attacked by the treacherous Arabs, and before adequate aid
could be given from the wicket, they were fired upon and struck down with
spears and arrows.. Major Gordon and Captain Macgregor here lost their lives;
and Colonel Macgregor was wounded in various places, as also Lieutenant Mac-
gregor, and Lieutenant Chauval. When this attack commenced at the inner gate,
the outer one was blown open by Colonel Conway, while the fire from the bat-
teries covered the assault. Thirty or forty of the leading grenadiers having in
the mean time succeeded in getting through the wicket, the garrison took shelter
in the housesof the fort, where they still opposed an. obstinate resistance:; but
the remainder of the storming party having by. this time got into the place, the
whole of the garrison, amoeunting to. about 300 men, were put to the sword, and
immediately after the killedar, or commandant, was hanged on one of the bastions;
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according to the official dispatches, as an example and punishment for his rebel-
lion in the first instance, and the subsequent treachery (with or without his
knowledge) of the garrison.—('Sir Thomas Hislop, Prinsep, &c. &c.)

AsEErGHUR (or Hasser ).—A town and fortress with a district attached in the

province of Khandesh, 12 miles N. N. E. from Boorhanpoor: Lat. 21°28 N. long.
76°23' E. The principal fort of Aseerghur is situated on the summit of an
-abrupt detached hill, about two miles from the end of one of the great western
ranges of the Satpoora hills. The intervening country is intersected in every
direction by water courses and deep ravines, the former containing in general
sufficient water for a small detachment. Although the fortress is not commanded
by any point, yet excellent cover for approaches is afforded by the nature of the
country, and especially by the low hills extending from the N. E. and N. W.
angles of the mountain. The elevation of the hill is about 750 feet, crested with
a bluff perpendicular rock, from 80 to 120 feet high, extending round the top,
except at two small points, one at the north-west angle, near the grand gateway,
and the other at the western face, near the great mosque, which lastis apparently
the only assailable point. The interior of the fort presents nothing interesting,
for with the exception of a few straggling huts, the half ruined palace of the
governor, two mosques, three tanks, and a few fine wells, the hill is apparently
in a state of nature. Near the gateway is a Persian inscription to inform the
reader that the place was taken by Aurengzebe after a siege of 17 years. There
is no hill within shot range of the place, at all approaching it in height, except
one which is crowned with narrow rocky crags.

This place was the capital of Khandesh when subdued by the Emperor Acber.
Abul Fazel describes it as situated on a mountain and incomparably strong; but
although deemed by the natives almost impregnable, it surrendered without
much resistance to the army under Colonel Stevenson, in 1803, and was restored
to Sindia next December, when peace was concluded by General Wellesley.
In 1819, it became necessary to besiege this strong fortress, the Governor Jes-
wunt Row Lar, who held it nominally on the part of Sindia, having zealously
espoused the declining cause of the Peshwa, and refused all overtures for its
surrender. When all the detachments had joined, the besieging army under Ge-
neral Doveton and Sir John Malcolm amounted to 20,000 men. On the 18tA
of March, the pettah was stormed; and on the 19th the Arabs made a sortie,
during which Colonel Fraser of the Royals was killed. Soon afterwards a spark
from one of the guns fell on a magazine containing 300 barrels of gunpowder,
which blew up and destroyed a whole company of sepoys. On the 30th of
March the lower fort was stormed, when the governor and Arabs retired to the

~ "~ upper fort, where they continued to hold out until the batteries began to play on
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the 8th of April with such effect, that next morning they surrendered uncon-
ditionally.—( Public Journals, Abul Fazel, &c. &c. &c.) -

ME1war.—A large distriet in the province of Khandesh, situated between the
Tuptee and Nerbudda rivers; but respecting which we have very little infor-
mation. It is hilly and thinly peopled, and contains many of the aboriginal Bheel
tribes. The principal towns are Sultaunpoor, Bejaghur, and Sindwah; the chief
streams, the Annair and the Tuptee.

NacgjEery.—A town in Khandesh, 29 miles W. by N. from Boorhanpoor.
Lat. 21° 26’ N. long. 75° 50" E.

Pirroup (Pippalavati).—A town in Khandesh, 30 miles N. E. from Beorhan-
poor. Lat.21° 37 N. long. 76°37 E.

JawNEE.—A town in Khandesh, 40 miles N. N. E. from Boorhanpeor. Lat.
91° 42" N. long. 76°45 E.

SurtaNrPoor.—A town in Khandesh, 97 miles E. N. E. from Surat. Lat. 21°
38" N. long. 74° 34 E.

Sinpwau.—A fortress in the Khandesh province, which was ceded by Holcar
at the treaty of Mundessor, along with an extent from the glacis of 2000 yards:
Lat. 21° 34'N. long. 75° 7 E. 75 miles W. by N. from Boorhanpoor. In Fe-
bruary, 1818, Sir Thomas Hislop took possession of this place and subsequently
descended the Sindwah ghaut or-pass, without much molestation from the Bheels.
(Sir Thomas Hislop, &c.)

Besacur.—A town in Khandesh, 64 miles W. N. W. from Boorhanpoor. Lat.
21°38 N. long. 75° 20" E.

Besacuur ( Vijayaghur )—A small district in the provinee of Khandesh, ex--
tending along the south side of the Nerbudda rivef, and bounded on the west
by the depopulated district of Rajpeela. It is of a hilly surface, and but thinly
peopled. The principal towns, or rather villages, are Akrauny and Ramghur; the
chief river, the Tuptee. Here also are to be found many aboriginal and thievish
Bheel tribes. During the reign of Acber this district was comprehended in the
enormous and ill-defined vice-royalty of Malwah, and by Abul Fazel, in 1582,
described as follows: ¢ Circar Beejagur, containing 32 mabhals; measurement
283,278 begahs; revenue 12,249,121 dams; seyurghal 3574 dams. It furnishes

1773 cavalry, and 19,480 infantry.”

AxrAUNY.—A town in Khandesh, 75 miles E. from Broach. Lat. 21° 45" N.
long. 74° 24’ E.

Karcauw (‘Caragrama).—A town in Khandesh 60 miles N. W. from Boor-
hanpoor. Lat. 21° 53’ N. long. 75° 35’ E.

PauLNEMAUR.—A district in the province of Khandesh, the modern portion
of which is situated between the Nerbudda and Tuptee, but when Abul Fazel
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wrote (who mentions it by the name of Pall) it probably extended a considerable
way to the north of the Nerbudda. Indeed since his time we have received
little, or rather no information about it. The principal collections of habita-
tions are Multaun and Cundwabh.

CunpwaH.—A town in Khandesh, 40 miles N. from Boorhanpoor. Lat. 21°
33 N. long. 76° 25" E.

Hinp1a (Hindya).—The extreme eastern district of the province of Khandesh
but which in the time of Acber was attached to that of Malwah. To the north it
' is bounded by the course of the Nerbudda, and on the south by the Calygong (or
Caligrama) hills, which have been but little explored; but since the Pindary
wars of 1817-18, having been frequently marched through by British armies,
and a detachment permanently stationed at Husseinabad within the limits of
Hindia, we may soon expect more detailed geographical and statistical informa-
tion reépecting the region generally. By Abul Fazel in 1582, it is described
as follows:—¢ Circar Hindyeh, containing 23 mahals, measurement 89,573 be-
gahs; revenue 11,610,959 dams ; seyurghal 157,054 dams. This circar furnishes
1296 cavalry, and 592 infantry.” At present the chief towns are Hindia, Hus-
seinabad, and Charwah; the principal rivers are the Nerbudda and Towabh,
which last bounds it to the east.

Hinpra.—The capital of the preceding district, situated on the south side of
- the Nerbudda river, 93 miles S. E. from Oojein. Lat. 22° 28'N. long. 77° 5’ E.
This is a place of little strength, but of some consequence from its commanding
some of the best passes over the Nerbudda. During the Pindary war, when the
conduct of Sindia became worse than doubtful, this was one of the forts required

of him as a pledge for hisgood behaviour, and it was accordingly taken possession
of in November, 1817.

HurpaH (Haradi)—A town in Khandesh, 80 miles N. by W. from Ellichpoor. A

Lat. 22°17 N. long. 77°12' E. The country around this place is generally open,
and in some parts well cultivated, but from Hurdah to Charwah the land is
covered with jungle and uninhabited.

HusseiNnaBap.—This town stands on the south side of the Nerbudda river,
135 miles N. W. from Nagpoor. Lat.22°40' N. long. 77° 51" E. The town co-
_ vers a great deal of ground, but is meanly built and not populous. The bed of
the river here is about half a mile broad, and towards the end of October, about
two fathoms deep in the shallowest parts. The water is remarkably sweet and-
abounds with fish and turtle. The valley through which it runs is but scantily
cultivated, and that only in the immediate vicinity of the villages, which lie
scattered at a considerable distance from each other. During part of the month
of February, the jungle here appears of the brightest scarlet from the flowers
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of the butea frondosa, and at the same season of the year the bassia latifolia per-
fumes the air with its powerful fragrance. The flowers of the last mentioned tree
are collected by the natives, and when dry have the appearance of berries, and
are as sweet as raisins. The natives obtain from them by distillation a vinous
spirit which has a smoky flavour. -

Husseinabad has long been noted as an important position, and was visited
by General Goddard, when marching from Bengal to Gujerat by the route of
Bilsah and Bopaul, to the Nabob of which place it then belonged, but was sub-
sequently wrested from him by the Raja of Nagpoor. There is a large old fort
here nearly in ruins, but which might be again made a place of strength. A mili-
tary detachment was permanently stationed here as soon as the Pindary expe-
ditions attracted notice, and as it is reckoned the key to this quarter of the
Deccan, it will probably hereafter attain a pitch of higher estimation than it has
hitherto done.—( Public Journals, Heyne, Twemiow, &c. &c.)

CuarwaH (Chowa).—A town in the province of Khandesh, having a small
fort with four bastions; 67 miles N. E. from Boorhanpoor. Lat.22° 5’ N. long,

76°57 E. From hence, five miles beyond the Baum river, there is scarcely any
signs of inhabitants.— ('12th Register, &c.)

Curenpoor (‘Chinapur ).—A town in Khandesh, 50 miles N. E. from Boorhan-
poor. Lat. 21° 52 N. long. 76° 47 E.

YoL. 1. P
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A province of the Deccan, situated between the 19th and 21st degrees of north
latitude. To the north it is bounded by Khandesh and Malwah ; on the south
by Aurungabad and Beeder; to the east it has the extensive province of Gund-
wana; and on the west Khandesh and Aurungabad. In 1582, it was described
by Abul Fazel, in the institutes of Acber, as follows: ¢ The ancient names
of this soubah are Durdatutt, Roodavoodyut, and Fitkener. It is situated in
the second climate. - The length from Puttaleh to Beeragurh is 200 coss, and
the breadth from Bunder to Hindia measures 180 coss. On the east it joins to
Beeragurh; on the north is Settarah; on the south Hindia; and on the west
Telingana. It is divided into the following districts; viz. 1. Kaweel; 2. Poo-
nar; 3. Kehrleh; 4. Nernalah; 5. Kullem; 6. Bassum; 7. Mahore; 8. Ma-
neckdurg; 9. Patna; 10. Telinganeh; 11. Ramgur; 12. Bheker; 13. Puf-
fyaleh.,” : ’

It will be perceived that the province of Berar, as described by Abul Fazel,
differs materially from the modern acceptation of the name; the former, in-
cluding (but improperly) the whole region from Dowletabad to Orissa, the
eastern portion of which was certainly not subdued by, and probably but very
indistinctly known to the Emperor Acber, or his officers. Nagpoor has generally
been considered the capital of Berar, and its sovereign named the Berar Raja;
but this is a mistake, as the city of Nagpoor is in the province of Gundwana,
and the proper capital of Berar, the town of Ellichpor The soubah of Berar
was formed during the reign of Acber, from conquests made south of the Ner-
budda, but the eastern quarter, as assigned by Abul Fazel, was never thoroughly
subdued, or even to this day, explored. The principal territorial subdivisions
of note at present, are

1. Beytulbarry. 3. Gawelghur. 5. Waussim. 7. Kullum.
2. Nernallah. 4. Maihker. 6. Mahore. .

The modern province is centrally situated, being nearly at an equal distance
from the bay of Bengal and the western coast of India. Berar Proper is an
elevated valley, ascended to by a chain of ghauts, or mountain passes, extend-
ing from Ajuntee to the Wurda river, which have been recently surveyed by
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agmeer officers of the Madras establishment. The section of this chain, ex-
tending from Ajuntee to Lucknawaree, a distance of 57 miles, having in recent
times been the constant routes of ingress and egress of the Pindaries, has in
consequence been more strictly examined than the rest; a description, there-
fore, of this portion will serve to give a tolerable idea of the whole. The general
features of the entire range are the same, and their aspect nearly so, presenting
merely a succession of high grounds, with here and there a small peak visible
sbove the rest; the deep breaks and ravines which lead in some places to a
gentle, and in others to an abrupt descent into the valley of Berar, being only
perceived when nearly approached. Some of these ghauts are impassable for
carriages, laden camels, or bullocks; some for horses, and some are mere hill
paths. The surface of the hills in this section of the chain is covered with loose
stones, and with low jungle, and but little cultivation is seen. Neither is there
any wood large enough for building, although enough may be found for stockades
or revetments for an earthen parapet, if wanted to barricade a pass. About
Botal ghaut are some trees of a larger size. The Badoolah ghaut is the easiest
ascended, and is the one most frequented by travellers and the natives of the
country. In 1816, a great proportion of the villages near the hills were found
uninhabited, the people having deserted them for more tranquil places of abode ;
and the tract of country along the top of the hills, from Buldaunah to Murr,
was equally desolate, and the soil apparently unappropriated. A considerable
proportion of the villages are subject to the Nizam, but some towards the
north-west belonged to the Peshwa. In the vicinity of Soulut, the range be-
tween Ajuntee and Lucknawaree attains its greatest elevation, and with the
exception of a few projecting points, the face in general resembles a perpendi-
cular wall. Owing to the extent of these hills and their numerous openings
which permit horse to pass in almost every part, any plan of defence against
predatory cavalry is impracticable. The troops, if stationed there, would from -
the nature of the ground be much separated, and more would be required than
if stationed at the top, where their junction might be effected in less time and
positions selected in sight of each other. On the top of these ghauts are many
gurries, or posts, fortified after the native manner, which, if requisite, mlght be
repaired and strengthened.

Even before the desolating invasion of the Pindaries, the Nizam’s portion of
Berar, between the Jaulna and the Tuptee, river was thinly inhabited and little
cultivated, although the soil is naturally rich, as is proved by the abundance of
fine grass which it spontaneously produces. The soil of this portion is that
which is distinguished by the name of black cotten soil, and so generally pre-
valent throughout the Deccan and India south of the Krishna. The kinds of

P2




108 THE PROVINCE

grain mostly cultivated in Berar are wheat, Indian corn, Bengal gram, peas, and'
vetches ; besides which flax is cultivated. These are all sown about the end of
the rains in September and October, and are ripe in January. The Nagpoor
wheat raised in Berar is reckoned the most productive and nutritive in India.
This grain attains the height of two or three feet, and requires only three
months to come to perfection. When distilled it yields an excellent spirit not
unlike whiskey, but not quite so good. The flax is cultivated for its seed, fromx
which an oil is expressed. The second erop, which is Indian corn, is sown after
the violent rains of June and July, and ripens in October, when it has reached
the height of eight or ten feet. Along with wheat this grain forms the principal
subsistence of the inhabitants. The largest rivers are the Tuptee, two streams
both named the Poorna, one flowing east and the other west, the Wurda, and the
Pain Gunga; the towns of most note are Ellichpoor, Mulcapoor, Baulapoor,
Akoat, Akolah, Nernallah, Gawelghur, and Omrawutty. A great proportion of
the inhabitants are Hindoos, but from various causes the country has never
attained any great prosperity, or possessed a numerous population; indeed for
many years past its decline has been without interruption, and has been rather
accelerating since its transfer to the Nizam in 1804. Such commerce as exists
is merely that of the itinerant inland carriers, so numerous all over the Deccan,
and in one particular instanee it is promoted by a singular practice prevalent:
among the lowest tribes of Berar and Gundwana, who not unfrequently vow
suicide in return for boons solicited from idols, and in their opinion obtained.
In fulfilment of this promise the successful votary throws himself from a preci-
pice named Cala Bhairava, situated in the mountains between the Tuptee and
Nerbudda rivers. The annual fair held near that spot, at the beginning of each
spring, usually witnesses eight or ten victims of this superstition, and at the
same time much business is transacted by merchants and others who resor¥
there to witness the ceremony.

Among the states that arose from the ruins of the Bhamenee empire of the Dec-
can, A.D. 1510, one consisted of the southern portion of Berar, and was named
the Ummad Shahy dynasty, from its founder Ummad ul Mulk, but it only lasted
four generations. The last prince, Boorahan Ummad Shah, was only neminalk
sovereign, the power having been usurped by his minister Tuffal Khan. He was
reduced by Mortiza Nizam Shah, who added Berar to the other dominiens of
Ahmednuggur in 1574, and along with the latter sovereignty Berar fell under the
Mogul sway towards the end of the 17th century. When that great empire lost
the strength of its grasp, the province was overrun by rapacious hordes of
Maharattas, and was for some time nearly equally divided between the Peshwa
and the Raja of Nagpoor. The latter having in an evil hour put himself forward
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as the ally of Dowlet Row Sindia, his share was, in 1804, transferred to the
Nizam, with whom near the whole of the modern province of Berar remams,
and under whom it has suffered much misgovernment.

The whole of the Nizam’s possessions, north of the Godavery, had for many
years been infested by bands of freebooters, known by the names of Naicks and
Bheels, who deprived the cultivators of their harvest, compelled merchants and
travellers to hire large escorts, and by their cruelties and depredations kept the
Berar province in a state of incessant commotion. The ranges of hills intersecting
Berar had long been possessed by robbers, who either subsisted by direct
plunder, or by levying contributions on the inhabitants and travellers, an exemp-
tion from rapine being purchased by stipulated payments in money. The culti-
vators secured their crops by giving a share to the freebooters, and travellers
consented to a tax for permission to prosecute their journey in safety. In the
course of time these duties became established and defined, and entitled the in-
habitants to protection from all extraneous depredation. The Nizam’s govern-
ment knowing from experience the difficulty of extirpating these marauders,
whose dens were situated in the fastnesses of the mountains inaccessible to the
operations of regular troops, considered it good policy to acquiesce in a settle-
ment, which it had not power to prevent, and which to a certain degree protected
the traders and cultivators. The ministers at Hyderabad in consequence not
only sanctioned the engagements, but provided for the regular payment of the
compulsory duties, gave lands to the Naicks, and occasionly employed them in
the service of the state.

Owing however, to the famines of 1807 and 1808 many villages in Berar
were deserted, and the Naicks and Bheels lost the contributions they had so
long been accustomed to exact. To make up the deficiency, they took advan-
tage of the distracted state of the country, and extended their ravages, in which
proceedings they were joined by many needy adventurers from all parts of the
province, and by some troops from the disbanded armies of Sindia, Holcar, and
the Nagpoor Raja. Their parties gradually became-more formidable, and as the
difficulty of subsistence increased with their numbers, their predatory excursions
became more extended, more frequent, and more destructive. Different bands
occasionally quarrelled about the distribution of the booty when acquired, and
many sanguinary engagements took place during the adjustment of their re-
spective pretensions; but the result to the province was, that large tracts of
land were abandoned to the wild beasts, and a great proportion of the villages
became deserted. The cultivators flocked eagerly to the walled towns; and

even in their immediate vicinity, the crops were not secure from the attacks of
the . Bheels, large bodies of whom ranged unrestrained throughout the country.
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Raja Mohiput Ram, the Nizam’s viceroy in Berar, either from indolence, deépair
of success, or with the view of employing them for his own exigences, not only
took no measures to suppress them, but was suspected of affording them secret
encouragement, and of sharing in their plunder. Raja Govind Buksh, another of
the Nizam’s officers, often endeavoured to check their rapine, but the Bheels
managed always to evade such bodies of troops as they could not resist. The
service against them was of so fatiguing and dangerous a description, that the
- Nizam’s officers either shunned it, or undertook the task with apathy and reluct-
ance. Cavalry could not act in the strong and rugged country to which the
Bheels retreat, and even infantry cannot penetrate to their more secluded haunts.

These difficulties, however, might have been overcome, had not a still greater
remained, which was the encouragement given to this banditti by many officers
in the Nizam’s service, and more especially by the Nabob Soobhan Khan. This
dignitary the Nizam’s court, not only concerted the plundering expeditions of
the Naicks, and supplied them with provisions and ammunition, but actually em-
ployed some of the government troops to assist them, receiving the plunder into
the forts he commanded as an officer of the government, and retaining a certain
share for his own benefit, estimated in common years at five lacks of rupees. The
Nizam’s prime minister, Meer Allum, had often expressed his anxiety to liberate
Berar from these oppressions, which had so absorbed the revenue, that scarcely
enough was left to pay the few troops stationed there. All efforts were found
ineffectual so long as Soubhan Khan was permitted to retain his jaghires in the
province, his conduct being so insolent and contumacious, as well as secretly
favourable to the disorders he was employed to suppress.

In addition to these evils, this miserable province suffered infinite distress from
the Nizam’s own troops, especially the cavalry, although ostensibly maintained
for its protection at an enormous expense. These cavalry corps were of two
_ descriptions :—1st. Such as were paid directly by the local government of Berar
from the revenues of the province. 2dly. Those supported by different chief-
tains in consideration of the military jaghires conferred on them. The first de-
scription, and by far the most numerous, was composed, like all the irregular
horse of India, of small independent squads, raised and commanded by different
sirdars. On any emergency, these squads were united into one large body,
when the command was generally bestowed either on some favourite, or on some
individual able to conciliate by bribery the good will of those in power. Al-
though this faulty organization was sufficient of itself to render such corps un-
serviceable, a still greater cause of their insufficiency arose from the mode of
payment. Each jemadar of a squad hired his party to the chieftain, for a sum
varying from 45 to 55 rupees per horseman, for which the jemadar engaged to fur-
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nish a horse, rider, arms, accoutrements, and ammunition. Every loss or ca-
sualty was to be borne by himself, so that it was not only his interest to avoid
danger, but also to maintain his party at the smallest practicable expense. To
counteract this tendency, a muster-master was appointed by the Nizam, but
this functionary was not unfrequently prevailed on to connive at the impositions
on the government, and was nearly as often imposed on himself. Hence many
of these horses had no existence but on paper, and many others were never vi-
sible, but on muster day. The second description of cavalry above alluded to
was that of the jaghiredars, organized in the same manner as the first, but, with
some honourable exceptions, equally inefficient. The muster-roll of the first de-
scription gave 7150, and of the second 4340; but the effective numbers never
were ascertained, and in addition to these, Salabut Khan, one of the jaghire-
dars, was bound to maintain 2000 infantry.” When Colonel Doveton repaired to
Berar and took charge, he found that any endeavours to improve these troops,
constituted as they were, would be unavailing, and that in point of fact they
were as much dreaded as the Pindaries, by the peaceable inhabitants whom they
were sent to protect.
The Nizam’s regular infantry, stationed in Berar, were considered the most
effective of his forces, and constituted the contingent he was bound to furnish
‘in the event of a joint war taking place. Those, however, serving under Raja
Mohiput Ram, could not be depended on, as they consisted of the sepoys who
had composed the corps of M. Raymond, and never could be brought to adopt
the British discipline, but remained dressed in the French costume, practised the
French exercise, and employed French words of command. The person who
in reality commanded these troops, and possessed considerable influence over
them, was a Spaniard named Clementi D’Avila, steadily attached te Mohiput
Ram, and, as well as his troops, notoriously hostile to the British cause. Most
of the other officers-were low adventurers, ready to engage in any cause, and the
half caste men were distinguished from the natives merely by wearing a hat.
Under these untoward circumstances, Meer Allum, the Nizam’s prime minister,
in 1807, nominated Raja Govind Buksh (the brother of Raja Chundoo Laul) to-
supersede his enemy, Raja Mohiput Ram in the civil government of Berar, and
at the same time recommended that.a proportion of the subsidiary force should
be permanently stationed in that province. The good effects that had been an-
ticipated from this measure by the minister, were very soon made manifest by a
succession of events. Raja Mohiput Ram, on receiving information of his super-
cession, attempted to collect troops under pretence of having been ordered with
them to Hyderabad; but the leading jaghiredars and military chieftains disre-
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garded his orders. Being thus frustrated in his martial projects, he entertained

_ the design of escaping with his treasure, but subsequently relinquished it, pro-

Fnably on account of his family being at the capital, where he endeavoured by
trigues to obtain permission to join them, but Suggur was fixed on for the place
of his future residence. The restless nature of his ambition, however, ere long
drove him into open rebellion, when his troops amounting to 6000 men were
attacked by a Nizam’s detachment consisting of 3000 cavalry and 1300 infantry ;
but, owing to the dastardly conduct of the cavalry, the rebels proved victorious,
killing and wounding nearly the whole of the infantry. Upon this disater a
party of the subsidiary force was immediately marched against him, and in 2
very short campaign effectually subdued his troops, and compelled himself to
surrender: After infinite difficulty from the caprice and perverseness of the
Nizam’s character, which could only be surmounted by the direct interference of

- the British government, Soubhan Khan, the other disaffected governor, was re-

moved from Berar to the capital, and Clementi D’Avila, from whom resistance had
been expected, submitted in the most peaceable manner, merely requesting per-
mission to proceed to Goa.—( Capt. Sydenham, Lieut. Bayley, Abul Fazel, Rennell,
Heyne, Ferishta, Colebrooke, Leckie, &c. &c.)

Wurpa River ('Varada, granting prayers).—This river has its source among
the Vindhya-Chil mountains, within a very short distance of those of the Tuptee.
From hence it flows in a south-east direction, and after a course of about 300
miles falls into the Godavery river. Since the 25th of December, 1803, its
channel marks the boundary of the Nizam’s territories from those of the Nagpoor
Maharattas. . '

Pay~n Gunea.—This river flows through the valley of Berar from west to
east, and after a course of about 250 miles, including windings, falls into the
Wurda not far from Chanda. _ .
. ELricuroor ("Elichpur).—This is the proper capital of the Berar province,
although that distinction has been usually assigned to Nagpoor, which is not
within its limits. The town of Ellichpoor stands in lat. 21° 14’ N. long. 77° 36°
E. and was first acquired by the Mahommedans, under Allah ud Deen, in 1794:
It has since experienced many vicissitudes, and now belongs to the Nizam, but
is much decayed from its former condition. It is now a place of no strength,
being only partly surrounded by a wall four feet thick. The bazars and houses
near the Nabob’s palace are of brick, and the town is at present the head quar-
ters of Salabut Khan, one of the Nizam’s principal jaghiredars. Travelling dis-
tance from Nagpoor 122 miles; from Oojein 237 ; from Hyderabad 319; from

Poona 380; from Delhi 604 ; from Madras 671 ; and from Calcutta 844 miles.
(Leckie, Rennell, Fitzclarence, &c.)
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"ARoAT.—A town in Berar, 29 miles W, 8. W. from Elhchpoor Lat. 21°6' N:
long. 77° 9" E.

ArcauMm (‘Arigrama).—A small village in the province of Berar, 38 miles
W.S. W. from Ellichpoor. Lat.21°7° N. long. 77°3 E. On the plains near
this place a battle was fought on the 28th of November, 1803, between the army
under General Wellesley and that of the Raja of Nagpoor, in which the latter
was completely defeated with little loss on the part of the British. The Maha-
rattas lost 38 pieces of cannon, all their ammunition, elephants, and baggage,
and sustained very great slaughter during their flight. After this battle and the
subsequent capture of Gawelghur, the Nagpoor Raja made peace on the terms
proposed by General Wellesley. The village now forms part of the Nizam’s
dominions.

AsunTeE ( Ajayantz ).—A town situated at the entrance of a celebrated pass of
the same name through the Berar mountains, 53 miles N. by E. from Aurunga-
bad. Lat. 20° 34’ N. long. 75° 56" E. The outer wall is about two miles and a
half in extent, and would consequently require a considerable force to defend it
against any serious attack ; but in 1816, the town, though large, contained few
inhabitants. The parapet to the eastward was then much out of repair, but the
small octagon fort was in good order and fit for a military depot. It stands on
the jaghire of Mooneer ul Mulk, the Nizam’s prime minister, who maintains
here for its defence 22 horse and 28 sepoys. The name (Ajayanti) is a Sanscrit
word, signifying the difficult or impregnable pass.—( Lieut. Bayley, &c. &c.)

DawurLeravuT.—A walled town situated at the entrance of a pass of the same

name through the Berar chain of mountains proceeding from the south. Lat.
20° 33 N. long. 76° 20" E. 54 miles south from Boorhanpoor. Rhyon Khan,
the Kelladar of Dawulghaut, in 1816, received this jaghire as a recompense for
his fidelity to the British government under very trying circumstances as testified
by Sir Arthur Wellesley and Colonel Stevenson.
. Murcaproor.—A town in the province of Berar, 30 miles 8. from Boorhan-
poor. Lat. 20° 62" N. long. 76° 20" E. In 1816, five Bheel or Pindary horse-
men, drove from under the walls of Mulcapoor a large herd of cattle, while 200
of the Nizam’s irregular horse were within the walls, some of them quietly
laoking on.

NerNALLAH ((Narayanalaya).—A district in the province of Berar, situated
above the chain of mountains extending from Ajuntee to the Wurda river. The
town of Nernallah, which communicates its name to this tract, has long been a

place of note, as in 1582, it is mentioned by Abul Fazel in the following terms.
“* Nernallah is a large fort, containing many buildings, situated on the top of a
mountain. Circar Nernallah contains 34 mahals, revenue 130,954,476 dams;
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seyurghal 11,038,422 dams. This circar furnishes 50 cavalry, and 3000 in-
fantry.” The principal river is the Purna, into which numberless little con-
tributary streams flow from the mountains, but the country generally is indif-
ferently cultivated.

BaLLAroor.—A town in the Berar province, 58 miles S. W. from Elhchpoon
Lat. 20° 39’ N. long. 76° 56 E.

Arigaum.—A town in Berar, 68 miles S. W. from Ellichpoor. Lat. 20 25 N.-
long. 77° 2'E.

AxgorLaH.—A considerable city, with high and handsome walls, and surrounded

‘by extensive ruins, 47 miles S.S.W. from Ellichpoor. Lat. 20° 42" N.
long. 77° 10" E.

BarooLy GHauT.—A pass through the hills which bound the Berar provines
on the north, and through which there is an ascent to a table land. The source
of the Wurda river lies two miles north of this pass.

DeniNDa.—A town in the Berar province, 33 miles S. W. from Ellichpoor.
Lat. 20° 52’ N. long. 77° 17’ E.

' GAwELGHUR (Gayalghur, or Ghargawil).—A district in the Nizam’s tesritories,
sityated ahout the 21st degree of north latitude, and described by Abul Fasgel in
1582, under the name of Kaweel, as follows :—¢¢ Circar Kaweel, containing 46
mahals; revenue 134,874,048 dams; seyurghal 12,874,048 dams.” The surface
of the country to the north-east rises into hills of considerable elevation, and is
naturally very strong and defensible ; the other portion is less hilly, and when
under tolerable cultivation very productive, owing probably to the multitude of
small streams by which it is intersected.

The fortress of Gawelghur stands on a high and rocky hill in the midst of that
range of mountains which lies between the sources of the Tuptee and Poorna
rivers. Lat. 21°22° N. long. 77° 24" E. 15 miles N. W. from Ellichpoor. There
is one complete inner fort which fronts the north, where the rock is most inacces-
sible; and this citadel is strengthened and defended by an outer fort, which en-
tirely covers it to the north and west. The outer fort has a thick wall, which
covers the approach to it by the north from the village of Lambada, all of which
swalls are strongly built, and fortified by ramparts and towers. To the whole of
the fortifications there are three gates; one to the south, whichleads to the inner
fort ; ope to the north, which leads to the outer fort; and one to the north,
“which communicates with the third wall. The ascent to the first gate is very
long, steep, and difficult; that to the second, is by a road used for the common
communications of the garrison with the country to the southwards, but which
leads no further than the gate. It is extremely narrow, the rock being scooped
out on each side; and from its passing round the west side of the fort, is exposed
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to its fire for a considerable distance. The road to the northern gate is direct
from the village of Lambada, and the ground along which it is made is level with
that of the fort. Such was the reputed strength of its defences, notwithstand-
ing which it was taken by storm, after a siege of only two days, on the 14th of
December, 1803, by the armies under the command of General Wellesley and
Colonel Stevenson. On the 25th of the same month, peace was concluded with
the Nagpoor Rajs, to whom it was shortly afterwards restored.—(5¢4 Re-

gister, &c.)
Carunya.—A town in Berar, 45 miles S. by E. from Ellichpoor. Lat.20°33'N.
long. 77° 44'E. )
Naizr.—A town in Berar, 59 miles S. 8. E. from Ellichpoor. Lat. 20°31'N.
long. 78° 7' E.

AxrawuTTY (Amaravati, divine).— A large and populous town in the provinee
of Berar, 34 miles S. E. from Ellichpoor. Lat.20°54' N. long. 77° 57 E. A con-
siderable quantity of cotton of a good length and staple is transported from
hence to Bengal by land-carriage, being a distance of more than 500 miles;
besides which it carries on a general inland traffic of comsidergble extent, yet
in 1808, its wall was barely of a strength sufficient to withstand the incursions
of the Pindaries.

BeyTuLBarRRY.—A small district in the Berar province, situated to the south
of the Ajuntee ghaut, between the 20th and 21st degrees of north latitude. The
principal towns are Sailoor, Paulood, and Ajuntee.

JAFFIERABAD (Jafarabad).—A town in Berar, 25 miles N. from Jalna. Lat.
20° 13’ N. long. 76° 14’ E.

Assye.—A small town in Berar, 28 miles N. from Janlna. Lat. 20° 16’ N.
Iong. 76°40' E. On the 23d September, 1803, a battle -was fought near this
place, between the British army under General Wellesley, consisting of 4500
men, 2000 of whom were Eurepeans, and the combined armies of Dowlet Row
Sindia and the Nagpoor Raja, amounting to 30,000 men. In spite of the dis-.
parity of numbers the British were completely victorious, although with severe
loss in proportion to their numbers, viz.

Europeanskilled . . 198  Europeans wounded . 442
Natives . . . . . 230  Natives ditto . . . 696

— —

428 " © 1138—Total 1566.

—— —

The confederates flad from the field of battle, leaving above 1200 slain, 98

pieces of canon, seven standards, their whole camp equipage, many bullocks,

ad a large quantity of ammunition. This victory is the more remarkable, as
Q2
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above 10,000 of Sindia’s infantry had been disciplined, and were in part oﬁcered
by Frenchmen and other Europeans.

Mainker.—A small district in the Berar province, situated above the ghauts
between the 20th and 21st degrees of north latitude. The town of Maihker
stands amongst the hills to the north of the Payn Gunja river. Lat. 20° 6’ N.
long. 76° 50" E. 47 miles E. N. E. from Jalna.

Luonaur.—A town in Berar, 42 miles E. by N. from Jalna. Lat. 20° N.
long. 76° 45" E.

Waussim.—A district in the Berar province, situated above the ghauts and
described by Abul Fazel in 1582, under the name of Bassum, as follows—*Cir-
car Bassum; containing eight mahals; revenue 32,625,250 dams; seyurghal
1,825,250 dams.” The principal river is the Payn Gunga, which flows through
an extensive valley and afterwards falls into the Wurda river. The town of
Waussim stands in latitude 20° 10’ N. long. 77° 22 E. 83 miles E N. E. from
Jalna.

Nowan.—A native fortress in Berar, which in 1818 was occupied by Nowsajee
Naik, the chief of a refractory banditti, with which the province then swarmed.
It was in consequence stormed by a detachment under Major Pitman com-
manding the Nizam’s regular infantry in Berar, and taken after a desperate
resistance. The garrison amounted to 600 men, mostly Arabs, of whom net
above 20 remained unhurt: 439 bodies were buried next day. The British
casualties were six officers wounded and 32 men killed; ten native officers and
170 men wounded.— (" Public Journals, &c.)

ManorE (Mahvar).—A district in the province of Berar, situated partly
among the Seshachill hills, and described by Abul Fazel, in 1582, as follows :—
¢ Circar Mahoor, containing 20 mahals; revenue 42,885,444 dams; seyurghal
97,844 dams.” The town of Mahore stands among the Seshachill hills to the
south of the Payn Gunga river, in latitude 19° 54° N. long. 78° 8 E. 100
miles 8. S. E. from Ellichpoor. "

PunDERCOURAH.—A town in the Berar province, 87 miles S. W, from Nag-
poor. Lat.20° 7' N. long. 78°38E. -

Woony.—A town in the Berar province, situated a little above the confluence
of the Wurda with the-Payn Gunga. Lat. 20° 10' N. long. 78° 59’ E.

SooNEE.—A village in Berar, 12 miles north from Pundercourah. On the -
17th April 1818, the army of Bajerow, the ex-Peshwa, was met and defeated
here by Colonel Adams, who had only a single regiment of cavalry with him and
some horse artillery. Five guns (the only remaining ones he had), three elephants,
and 200 camels were captured. The elephants were those which always pre-
ceded Bajerow’s line of march, and on which his treasure was usually laden; but
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only 11,000 rupees were found on them, the rest having been made away with
during the confusion. The Peshwa himself escaped by mounting a horse and
galloping off as soon as the British troops appeared, but one of his palan-
quins perforated by a round shot was taken. The British loss was only two
wounded, the enemy never having stood the charge, while by the effect of a hot
pursuit, and more especially of the horse-artillery, a great many of the Maha-
rattas were left dead on the field.—( Prinsep, &c.)

Kurrum (Calam).—A district in the Nizam’s territories situated between the
10th and 21st degrees of north latitude, and bounded on the east by the Wurda
river. By Abul Fazel in 1582, it is described as follows—¢ Circar Cullum, con-
taining 31 mahals, eight of which are dependant on Chanda. Revenue
32,828,000 dams. The remaining pergunnahs are in the possession of ze-
mindars.” B '

WarruNan.—A town in Berar, 52 miles N. N. E. from Nandere. Lat. 19°37
N. long. 78° 8 B. ' :
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A rrovince of the Deccan situated principally between the 17th and 20th
degrees of north latitude, and at present comprehended in the dominions sub-
ject to the Nizam. To the north it is bounded by Aurungabad and Berar; on
the south by the large province of Hyderabad; to the east it has Hyderabad
and Gundwana, and on the west Aurungabad and Bejapdor. The surface of this
province is uneven and hilly but not mountainous, and it is interseeted by many
small rivers, which fertilize the soil, and flow into the Beema, Krishna and Go-
davery. The country in general is very productive, and under the old Hindoo
government contained a redundant populatien; but it is now thinly inhabited
compared with the British provinces. ~Although long the seat of a Mahomme-
dan sovereignty, and still subject to princes of that persuasion, the Hindoos
exceed the Mahommedans in the proportion of six to one. The junction of the
three languages Telinga, Maharatta, and Canarese takes place in this province
somewhere near the capital. The largest rivers are the Godavery and Manjera,
and the chief towns Beeder, Calberga, Nandere, and Calliany. The principal
modern subdivisions are :—

1. Calberga, 3. Akulcotta, 5. Beeder, 7. Pathree.

2. Naldroog, 4. Calliany, 6. Nandere,

After the Mahommedan conquest this province was the seat of the Bhamenee
dynasty of Deccany sovereigns, the first of whom was Allah ud Deen Houssun
Kangoh Bhamenee, A. D. 1347, whose capital was Calberga. Besides the princes
of the Nizam Shahy, Adil Shahy and Cuttub Shahy families, founded on the
ruins of the Bhamenee dynasty, there were two others composed of portions of
their once extensive dominions. One was founded by Ameer Bereed, about 1518,
the prime minister, or rather the confiner of the two last Bhamenee sultans, and
called from him Bereed Shahy. His dominions were small, consisting of the
capital Beeder, and a few districts round that city. The honour of royalty did
not long remain in his family, his territories being wrested from his grandson by
the other Decanny "princes, and the short lived kingdom of Beeder destroyed.
Along with the other Decanny provinces it fell under the Mogul deminion to-
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wards the conclusion of the 17th century, during the reign of Aurengzebe, from
whose successors it was separated in 1717, by Nizam ul Mulk, and has ever
since been possessed by his posterity, the Nizams of Hyderabad.—( Ferishta
Scott, Mackenzie, &c.)

BeepEr.—The capital of the preceding province, situated in lat. 17° 49' N
long. 77° 46’ E. 73 miles N. W. from Hyderabad. According to descriptions
given 30 years ago, and we have none more recent, this place is fortified with a
stone wall, a dry ditch, and many round towers. The wall is six miles in cir-
cumference, and the town it encloses stands in an open plain, except the east side,
which is on a rising ground about 100 yards high, It is mach decayed, but the
remains of many good buildings are still vieible. It wasformerly noted for works
of tutenague inlaid with silver, and before the Mahommedan invasion was the .
capital of & Mindoo sovereignty. Near the ruins of old Beeder, Ahmed Shah
Bhamenee founded the city of Ahmedabad, which he nrade his capital in place
of Calberga, and this is the modern Beeder. Travelling distance from Hyder-
abad 78 miles; from Delhi 857 ; from Madras 430; and frem Calcutta 980 miles.
( Upton, Scott, Renndll, &c.)

PamMpar.—A town in the Beeder pmvince, 73 miles N. W. from Hyderabad.
Lat. 17° 49 N. long. 77°54' E.

BaLkyY (Phalaki).—A town in the province of Beeder, 22 miles N. W. from
the city of that name. Lat, 18°N. long. 77° 19 E  Forty years ago this was
a large town, but it is now greatly decayed, and answers better to the descrip~
tion of a large village than of a town.\( Upton, Register, &c.)

CaLBERGA (Calbarga).—A town in the province of Beeder. The capital of a
district of the same name, and situated 107 miles west from the eity of Hyder-
abad. Lat. 17°19 N. long. 76° 56" E. This is now a place of little note, but
was famous in ancient times, having been the capital both of a Hindoo and Ma-
hommedan sovereignty. Rajas of Calberga are mentioned by Ferishta as inde-
pendent princes, when the Deccan was invaded by Allah ud Deen in A.D.
1295 ; and, when the founder of the Bhamenee dynasty erected the standard of
rebellion in 1347, this was his capital.—( Ferishta, Scott, &c.)

AmpurLroor.—A town in the Beeder province, 63 mlles N. E. from Bejapoor.
Lat. 17°12'N. long. 76° 41’ E.

ALLAND.—A town in the Beeder province, 23 miles N. by W. from Calberga.
Lat. 17° 30°'N. long. 76° 41’ E.

Navprooe (Naladurga).—A district in the province of Beeder, situated near
the south-western extremity, and in part subject to the Poona Maharattas.
The town of Naldroog stands in lat. 17°44'N. long 76° 23 E. 80 miles W. from
the city of Beeder.
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LonArAa.—A town in the Beeder province, 75 miles W. from the cxty of
Beeder. Lat. 17° 56" N. long. 76° 27° E.

AxguLcorra.—A small district in the Beeder povince, bounded on the W.
by the Seena river. The town of Akulcotta stands in lat. 17° 30° N. long. 76°
18" E. 60 miles N. N. E. from the city of Bejapoor.

CarLiany (Calyani).—A small district in the province of Beeder, bounded
on the north by the Tierna river, and on the east by the district of Beeder. The
town of Calliany, from which it derives its name, stands in lat. 17° 50’ N. long.
77° 5" E. 35 miles west from the city of Beeder. .

JansowrLa.—A town in the Beeder province, 54 miles W. from the city of
Beeder. Lat. 17° 50°' N. long. 76° 51’ E.

Beeper District.—This is the tract of land formerly attached to the clty
of Beeder, and situated to the west of the Manjera river. The soil is in general
well supplied with moisture, and when tolerably managed, very productive.
The population also is greater than what is usually seen in the territories under
the Nizam’s government, towns and villages being of frequent occurrence, and
something of an active traffic being perceptible. Besides the capital, the chief
towns are Balki, Hoomnabad, and Pampar.

HoomNaBAD.—A town in the Beeder province, 23 miles W. from the city of
‘Beeder. _ Lat. 17° 46’ N. long. 77° 14’ E.

Canpuar (Gandhara).—A town in the Beeder province, 60 miles N. from
Beeder town. Lat. 18° 40" N. long. 77° 25" E.

OvpcHir (Udayaghiri).—A populous village with a fort and cypress garden
in the Nizam’s dominions, 40 miles N. N. W, from Beeder. Lat. 18° 18 N.
long. 77° 16’ E.

INDERHALL.—A town in the Beeder province, 36 miles N. W. from the city
of Beeder. Lat. 18°10° N. long. 77° 11" E.

NANDERE (Nandira).—A large district in the province of Beeder, situated
about the 19th degree of north latitude, and intersected by the Godavery river.
When the institutes of Acber were compiled, this territory was comprehended
in thesoubah of Berar, then of indefinite extent, under the name of Circar Telin
ganeh ; but was afterwards raised to the dignity of a separate province, described
by Abul Fazel as follows: ¢ Circar Telinganeh, containing 19 mahals; revenue
71,904,000 dams ; seyurghal 6,600,000.” At present it is wholly subject to the
Nizam, and from its being traversed by the Godavery, and many of its contri~
butary streams, is probably fertile, but having been but little explored, or rathexr
reported on, we are very imperfectly informed of its condition as to agriculture
and population. The town of Nandere stands on the north side of the Godavery,
inlat, 19° 3N, long. 77° 38  E, 135 miles N. N, W, from the city of Hydera-
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bad. The other towns of note are Candhar, Mallegong, and Neermull.—( Abu!
Fazel, Rennell, &c.) ) ) .

TeLingaNa.—In the institutes of Acber this region is named Berar, but was
only in part possessed by that sovereign. The Telinga language is the Andhra
of Sanscrit authors, and the word Telinga is at once the name of a nation, of its
language, and of the country in which it is spoken, where it is also named Tri-
linga, Teloogoo, and Tenoogoo. The Telinga language, formerly called the
Kalinga, occupies the space to the eastward of the Maharatta, from near Ganjam
its northern to within a few miles of Pullicat its southern boundary, with the
intervention of a stripe of territory, where the Gond tongue is used. ' The above
space was divided into the Andhra and the Kalinga countries, the former to the
north and the latter to the south of the Godavery, and the aggregate compre-
hended the five Northern Circars, a great portion of the Nizam’s dominions, the
districts of Cuddapah and Bellary, and the northern portion of the Lower Car-’
natic, besides Telinga families scattered over Dravida and the ancient Carnatic’
now named Mysore. In a specimen of the Lord’s prayer, translated into this
language, the missionaries traced 15 words used in the Bengalese, besides others
from a Sanscrit source. At the period of the- Mahommedan conquest, the greater
part of these united provinces seems to have been known to that people by the
general designation of Telingana, and Warangol as the capital of the whole.:
By the English and other Europeans, the Telingas were formerly called Gentoos,’
a name unknown to any Indian dialect.—( Wilks, A. D. Campbell, Colebrooke,
Rennell, &c. &c.)

CHiNNOOR.—A town in the Beeder province, 70 miles N. from Warangol
- Lat. 18° 53" N. long. 79° 39" E. '

NeerMuLL.—A town in the Beeder province, 72 miles E. by N. from Nan-
dere. Lat. 19° 19° N. long. 78° 40' E. On the 15th December, 1815, six
thousand, Pindaries crossed the Godavery near to this place.

Paruree.—A district in the province of Beeder, situated to the north of the
Godavery river, and intersected by many streams which flow from the north into
that stream. By Abul Fazel in 1582, it is described as follows: ‘ Circar Pah-
tery, containing 18 mahals; revenue 80,705,954 dams; seyurghal 11,580,954
dams.” Remote as is the period when the above details were given, we have
nothing more recent to offer, the tract remaining nearly a blank in the best maps,
The town of Pathree stands in lat. 19° 19 N. long. 77° 13" E. 31 miles N, W,
from Nandere, ‘

VOL. II. R



THE PROVINCE OF HYDERABAD.
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A large province of the Deccan, which communicates its name to the Nizam's

dominions collectively, and situated principally between the 16th and 19th
degrees of north latitude. In length it may be estimated at 280 miles, by 110
the average breadth. This territory composed a considerable portion of ancient
Telingana, which in the institutes of Acber is called a district of Berar, -but
was, probably, only-in part possessed by that emperor. Besides the original
provinces of Hyderabad, Beeder and Nandere, the Nizam, since his political
connexion with the British government, has received the accession of various
fertile and extensive districts in Aurungabad, Bejapoor, and Berar, which have
carried his frontier north to the Tuptee and Wurda rivers, and south to the
Toombuddra and Krishna. The aggregate comprehends an area of about
95,000 square miles ; but the following are the principal territorial subdivisions
of the Hyderabad province, as distinguished from the other portions of the Ni-
zam’s dominions :

1. Paungull. ' 9. Golconda.
2 Eidgheer. 10. Coilconda.
3. Ghunpoor. 11. Malkair.

4. Dawurconda. 12. Maiduck.

5. Nalgonda. 13. Kowlas.

6. Cummumait. ) 14. Elgundel.

7. Warangol. 15. Mullungur.
8. Bongheer. ' 16. Rangheer.

The suyface of Hyderabad is hilly, but not mountainous, and is an elevated
table land, the consequence of which is, a greater degree of cold than its lati-
tude would indicate. At the city of Hyderabad, and in the tracts to the north
of it, the thermometer, during three months of the year, is often so low as 45°,
40°, and even 35°, of Fahrenheit. To protect themselves against this degree of
cold, the lower classes use a coarse woollen blanket, made in the country; the
higher classes shawls and quilted silks. A few of the courtiers and chief noble-
men clothe themselves in English broad cloth, as a fashion or luxury, but the
mode is not general. The Nizam’s own cavalry clothe themselves after their
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own taste, but the infantry are regularly dressed in British red cloth, and are
equipped with accoutrements made either at Madras or Masulipatam.

Although there are many rivers and streams in this province, none of them
are navigable, being in general mere channels to drain off the water that falls
during the rainy season; after which, having little or no regular supplies from
springs, they become dry. The territory, notwithstanding, is naturally pro-
ductive ; but from the nature of the government, it has never attained any great
prosperity, the cultivators being wretchedly poor and much oppressed by their
immediate superiors, the jaghiredars, who are subject to little restraint from
their nominal sovereign. To the south of Hyderabad city an extensive tract of
country is depopulated, desolate, and much covered with jungle, among which,
the traces of ruined towns, villages, and enclosures, indicate the prior existence
of a numerous and civilized population. When properly cultivated, the fields yield
abundant crops of wheat of an excellent quality, which is transported by the
inland carriers to the sea coast, from whence salt is brought in return. The
districts acquired by the Nizam in 1803 are particularly rich and fertile, and
under prudent management, capable of yielding a revenue of above one million
sterling per annum. Owing to the defects in the fiscal arrangements of the
government, the inhabitants are almost deprived of the benefits of foreign com-
merce, the average import of European goods into the Nizam’s extensive do-
minions prior to 1809, not exceeding £25,000 per annum.

In 1801, the aggregate amount of the existing customs levied on importations
was about 15 per cent. and as a principal part of the revenue of the state was
then derived from this source, the utmost reluctance on the part of the Nizam
was to be expected to any alteration, apparently tending to its reduction. The
British government on the other hand, wished to prevail on his highness, to
gbolish the collection of all imposts whatever, on the ingress and egress of com-
modities, as the most likely mode of ensuring the beneficial advantages which
would result to both parties from an unrestricted commerce. As this, however,

could not be attained, a moderate rate of two and a half per cent. was proposed,
as a subsidiary condition, under the apprehension of the difficulty that would be
experienced in attempting the entire annihilation of the whole. But the exist-
ence even of this moderate rate is liable to many abuses and exactions, detri-
mental to the private adventurer, and injurious to the public revenue; for
granting that it were conceded, a great diiﬁculiy would arise in fixing the value
of the various articles of merchandize with such precision as to preclude liti-
gation between the traders and the custom-house officers. A general permanent
duty on the aggregate invoice value, which would be authenticated by the sig-
natures of the public officers of each government, appears more eligible than by
R 2
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having the ‘value fixed by juries of merchants; an arrangement no less repug-
nant to the principles and usages of Asiatic states (although customary as to_
landed property), than it would prove productive of litigation and delay. At
present, the principal trade carried on between the Nizam’s dominions, and those
under the British government, is the supply of cotton sent from Berar to the
Northern Circars, and also to the markets at Vellore, Arnee, and the vicinity.
The traders return loaded with salt and salted fish, some cloths manufactured in
the Northern Circars, and some Arnee muslins. In 1808, it was discovered
that a considerable quantity of opium was exported from the Nizam’s territories
“to the Eastern isles, and there sold at a much cheaper rate than the Company’s
Bengal drug; but although this trade interfered materially with the monopoly
of that narcotic, it did not appear under the conditions of subsisting treatiess
that the Nizam could be called on to prohibit his subjects from engaging in the
traffic. ‘ '
A great proportion of the Hyderabad territories is occupied by jaghiredars,
who are of two descriptions ; viz. the Hindoo Jaghiredars and zemindars, such
as the Raja of Solapoor, whose ancestors possessed their estates from almost
the first sovereigns of the Deccan, and over whom the Nizam exercises a very
uncertain and undefined authority. The other description of jaghiredars con-
sists of the military officers in the Nizam’s service, in number from 40 to 50.
Almost the whole country,with the exception of land set apart for religious pur-
poses, the crown lands, and small parts held By old Hindoo zemindars, is under
the management of some description of jaghiredars. Since the introduction of
red cloth among the Nizam’s troops, the principal jaghiredars have adopted the
same mode of clothing their forces, amounting to 7 or 8000 men. In 1812,
the British subsidiary force stationed in this portion of the Deccan, consisted of
one regiment of native cavalry, one regiment of European and two regiments
of native infantry, at Hyderabad. At Jalna, two regiments of native cavalry,
and four battalions of native infantry, and a troop of horse ardllery. The officer
commanding this force receives his instructions from the resident at the court of
the Nizam, and the consequent reports respecting it are made to the supreme
- government in Bengal. It was originally intended by the British government,
that the Nizam’s troops should be left to defend his highness’s territories from
the incursions of all freebooters, without the assistance or co-operation of the
subsidiary force, except in the event of extreme exigence. They were, however,
after experience, found wholly unequal to the task, being ill paid, mutinous, and
little disposed to exertion : being also composed of distinct parties and squads,
belonging to persons of rank residing at the court of Hyderabad, and com-
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manded by their own officers, no combination of movement or unity of action’
could be expected from them.

In 1811, according to the statement communicated by Raja Chundoo Laul,
the finance minister, to the British resident at Hyderabad, the revenues and
charges of the Nizam’s government were as follows:

The account rendered by the Ray Rayan to the old Nizam in 1788-9, stated
the receiptstobe . . . . . . . . « ¢ . . . 12,313,880 rupees.

Theexpenses . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,672,405

Surplus . . . 2,641,475

In 1803-4, according te the accounts prepared By Raja
Rajindra, the receipts amountedto . . . . . . 8,866,569
The disbursementsto . . . . . . . . . . . 14,015,337

Deficit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5]148,768

In the following statements of Raja Chundoo Laul’s three year’s administra-
tion, the great excess in the amount of the receipts above those specified in
Rajindra's account, originates chiefly from the additional territory acquired by
the Nizam under the partition treaty, and partly from a system of extortion
aggravated after the death of the minister Azim ul Omrah.

1808 Disbursements . . . . . . . . . . . 19,099,307
Receipts . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18,658,321

Deficit . . . . . . . . . . . . . 540,986

1809 Disbursements . . .‘ e e e e e e o 19,577,137
Receipts . . . . . . . . . . . . 18605974

Deficit . . . . . . . . . . . . 951,163

1810 Disbursements . . . . . . . . . . . 20,127,518
Receipts . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18,697,340

Pefiecit . . . . . . . . . . . . 15630178

In thé time-of Azim ul Omrah, the dewan’s fees were only one eighth of each
rupee, but Meer Allum, on his accession to office, raised them to three sixteenths.
When Mooner ul Mulk was appointed dewan, it was determined that he should
receive a fixed salary of ten lacks of rupees per annum, the excess of the minis-
ter's fees beyond that sum, to be accounted for to government. From a state-
ment given in on this occasion, it appeared that the minister’s fees, or commissions




126 THE PROVINCE

for seven years previous, averaged about 17 lacks of rupees per anmum. The
peshcar’s (a head financial officer) fees were estimated at 286,000 rupees per
annum. -

In the above estimates, the various jaghires held by the Nizam’s officers are
not included, nor is it practicable to ascertain their real produce with any aceu-
racy; the sum total, however, has upon tolerable grounds been computed to
average 85 lacks per annum. . The offerings transmitted from all parts of the
country, and presented on the Nizam’s birth-day, are included in the first state-
ment of the receipts; but those presented on ordinary occasions directly to the
Nizam, amount to about one lack of rupees per annum, and are always retained
by his highness in his own custody. The_ aggregate may be thus computed :

Average receipts perannum . . . . . . . 18,687,212 rupees.
Minister'sfees . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,718,344
Peshcar'sditto . . . . . . . . . . . . 286,390
Amount of jaghires ... . ... . . . . . 8,500,000
Probable amount of presents . . . . . . . 100,000

Average of the estimated revenues of the government per an. 29,191,946

The Nizam receives from the peshcar about 80,000 rupees per month for the
current expenses of his personal establishment; but a large proportion of this,
and probably the whole of the presents, are deposited in his private treasury.
Besides these sources of accumulation, there is another appropriation from the
minister’s fees of about eight lacks, and the value of jewels and other articles
annually purchased by the Nizam, averages about five lacks. They are paid by
the peshcar, and the amount is entered in his accounts under the head of com-
missions. In 1811, the deficit of the receipts in comparison with the disburse-
ments continued to increase, and the whole country was in so deplorable a
condition, that it was utterly unable to support.any additional extortions.

While Telingana existed as an independent Hindoo sovereignty, it compre-
hended most of the tracts lying between the Krishna and Godavery rivers, the
capital of which was Warangol. At an early period it was invaded and partly
conquered by the Malommedans, and afterwards formed part of the great Bha-
menee empire of the Deccan. On the dissolution of that state, Telingana be-
came again the seat of an independent government under the name of Golconda,
the first sovereign being Cooly Cuttub Shah, who established the'Cuttub Shahy
dynasty of Golconda. He began to reign in 1512, and was assassinated in
1551. :

Jumsheed Cuttub Shah died A. D. 1558.

Ibrahim Cuttub Shah died A. D. 1581.
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Cod'y Cuttub Shah died 1586. This prince founded the city of Hyderabad,
aad having no son, was succeeded by his brother Mahommed. The successor to
the last named prince was Abdallah Cuttub Shah, who became tributary to the
Mogul Emperor Shah Jehan; and in this dependan<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>